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joc may face charges: She 
ut adult diaper on mother 

in labor, suffocating baby 
^ 


Israeli air raid kills 4 UN Names of OFW arrivals from 
observers; Hezbollah Lebanon as of Tuesday also 
vows more rocket attacks at www.ing7.net/lebanon list/ 


Palace sacks Transco 
chief amid talk Aboitiz 
group asked for it 


More peonle now hack s Am ‘Pea’ buckles 


Cha-cha, says survey N 
By Christine О, Avendaño 


MALACAÑANG EXPRESSED ELATION YESTER- 


day over results of the Pulse Asia survey this 
month that found that 40 percent of Filipinos f 
vored changing the Constitution at this time, 


While 38 percent were against it. Twenty percent 


меге undecided. 
Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita told re 
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up with Pinoy pride 


LE 


By Nikko Dizon 


A PHILIPPINE FLAG 
adorns the belt of Black 
Eyed Pea Allen Pineda, 
aka. Apl.de.ap. 
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War tearing 
Fil-Lebanese 
families apart 


By Nikko Dizon 


THE WAR IN LEBANON HAS 
literally torn Filipino- 
Lebanese families apart. 


Among the second batch of re- 
turnees who arrived late Tuesday night 
at the Villamor Air Base in Pasay City 
on a chartered flight from Damascus, 
Syria, were members of Fil 
ipino-Lebanese families grieving over 
the forced separation. 

At the mention of her husband Abbas 


Zreik, Miriam Martinez’s tears started to 
flow. 

“He told me we should save the children 

first,” Martinez, 45, told the Імла in be- 
tween sobs. 
+ Zreik, 42, works as a baker. He earlier 
evacuated his family from their home 
near southern Lebanon, where the fight- 
ing was concentrated, to stay with his 
parents. 

But later he decided that it would be 
much safer for their two sons, aged 9 and 
7, to flee to the Philippines with their 
mother. 

The family took advantage of the 


evacuation being carried out by the 
Philippine Embassy in Beirut. 

“Tm really worried for his safety,” said 
Martinez, a domestic helper who has 
lived in Lebanon for the last 13 years. “I 
will call him up all the time.” 

Anthony Baluz, 18, arrived with his 
brothers Samir, 19, and Ronald, 16. 

Their father George, a Lebanese sales- 
man in Beirut, chose to stay behind. 

“My parents decided that my brothers 
and I should come here. All my fathers 
goods are stuck in the port. Well just 
keep on calling him to make sure that 

WARTEARING/ A8 


VIP WELCOME FOR TODAY'S HEROES: No matter the lateness of the hour on a storm-swept Tuesday night, President Arroyo personally 
welcomes the second batch of Filipino overseas workers numbering 225. They arrived at the Villamor Air Base aboard a chartered fight 
from Damascus, Syria, after а 17-hour fight. Miaa General Manager Alfonso Cusi (at left) takes a photo of an OFW posing with Ms Arroyo. 


Estrada: I got documents from Aragoncillo, not from Aquino 


By Armand N. Nocum 
and Christine О, Avendaño 


USTED PRESIDENT JOSEPH ESTRADA 
yesterday said he did not receive classi- 
fied documents from former Philippine 
National Police officer Michael Ray 


Bolante’s asylum 


him beyond reach of RP law 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr., 
Philip Tubeza and TJ Burgonio Hes: 
terday 
THE TRUTH WOULD “REMAIN 
buried” for the next five years. 
That was the reaction of former 
Solicitor General Francisco 
Chavez to the application for po- 
litical asylum in the United States 
by former Agriculture Undersec- 
retary Jocelyn *Joc-joc" Bolante. 
Chavez, who first exposed the 
*P728-fertilizer fund scam, said 
that even if Bolante's asylum re- 
quest was eventually denied, the 
application process in the US 
could last for five years and 
Bolante could not be brought 


US an 


QuIRER 


terday, 
al, spol 


make 


$ ` 


get of the New People's Army. Yes- 


nist Party of the Philippines, said 
Bolante's allegation was a ploy to 


Aquino who pleaded guilty in New Jersey 
on Monday to charges of unauthorized 
possession of US intelligence reports. 
Calling the INqumeR from his rest 
house in Талау, Rizal, Estrada lashed out 
at Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez for 
saying that Aquino's guilty plea was a 


bid puts 


PP 


back while it is ongoing. 


said the INQUIRER report yes- 
confirmed his worst fears 


that Bolante would use his asy- 
lum application to remain in the 


d avoid returning to the 


country to face the Senate inquiry 
into the fertilizer fund scam. 
Bolante had claimed in the IN- 


report that he was the tar- 


Gregorio "Ka Roger" Ros- 
Xkesperson of the Commu- 


BUTEO OTOS 


him eligible for political 


asylum in the US so he could 


BOLANTE'S/AIS 


pUP engin 


ploy to shield Estrada, Sen. Panfilo Lac- 
son and other opposition leaders, who 
received classified documents from 
Aquino from being charged with espi- 
onage. 

“How could I be saved by him when he 
does not send me anything. Not even one 
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website: wwwing].net. 


“ADJ friend, Rocky 
Rock, got it for me in LA,” 
asmiling Pineda told the 


FILAM/AS 


HOME AWAY FROM HOME: The Baluz brothers from left Ronald, Anthony and Samir 
trace how far they had had to run to keep out of harm's way. Dual Lebanese-Fi 
citizens, the brothers fled to Davao City, where their Filipina mother went on vacation; 


their salesman father is still їп Beirut. 


UN group to 


pay for 450 


OFWs’ return next week 


By Volt Contreras and Jerome Aning 


THE SINGLE BIGGEST BATCH OF FIL- 
ipinos fleeing war-battered Lebanon is 
arriving in Manila next week, on a flight 
courtesy of a United Nations-affiliated 
agency that has responded to the gov- 
ernment's appeal for assistance. 

The International Organization for 
Migration (IOM) will help send home up 
to 450 overseas Filipino workers on a 
chartered Boeing 747 leaving Damascus, 
Syria, on Aug. 1, the Department of For- 
eign Affairs said yesterday. 

The ТОМ will also shoulder the 
OFWs' initial trips by bus from Beirut 
to Damascus, as well as provide them 
temporary shelter while awaiting de- 


parture in the Syrian capital. The agen- 
cy has arranged two road trips on July 
29 and 30, the DFA reported. 

It was not clear if there would be a 
second IOM-sponsored airlift, but DFA 
spokesperson Bert Asuque said the 
repatriation of OFWs from the troubled 
Middle East country would continue ei- 
ther on government-chartered or com- 
mercial flights. 

Two more planes carrying evacuees 
were due to land at the Ninoy Aquino In- 
ternational Airport yesterday: a Cathay 
Pacific flight carrying 37 Filipinos which 
arrived at around noon, and a Philippine 
Airlines flight with 80 evacuees set for an 
8 p.m. landing. 

UNGROUP/AB 


2 int’l groups hit GMA 
rights record, probers 


By Norman Bordadora 


THE ADMINISTRATION OF PRESIDENT 
Macapagal-Arroyo has to take concrete 
Steps to protect witnesses if the public is 
to take seriously her condemnation of 
political killings under her watch, 
Amnesty International (AI) said yester- 
day. 

While Ms Arroyo called on witnesses | 
to come forward to help solve the killings 
during her State of the Nation Address 
on Monday, the administration should 
back this call with action, the human 


letter,” said Estrada, who is detained in 
his rest house on charges of plunder and 
graft. 

He admitted, though, that after US au- 
thorities arrested Aquino on charges of 
unauthorized possession of US defense 
documents, Aquino's relative went to 


rights watchdog group said in a state- 
ment. 

As it is, a team of Dutch and Belgian 
judges and lawyers that recently looked 
into the unsolved killing of legal profes- 
sionals in the Philippines since 2001 has 
concluded that "the unconstitutional 
state does not function properly.” 

That, or “there are powers undermin- 
ing its proper functions,” the Interna- 
tional Fact-Finding Mission (IFFM) said 
in another statement issued from the 
Netherlands. 

2INTUAT 


him "asking for help with a deposition 
that we have never contacted each oth- 
ex” 

“I signed the deposition stating that 
we have not seen each other, and that we 
have not contacted each other since I 

ESTRADAVAIS 


eers’ landfill is a dream dump 


By Gerry Lirio 


TT WILL BE A DREAM DUMP 

Garbage collectors and segre- 
gators, and even trucks and 
drivers will be there in bright, col- 
or-coded uniforms—blue shirts 
for those who want to get plastic 
wastes, red for those interested in 
paper, and green for those look- 
ing for broken glass, metals, 
wiring and other trash. 

This is how a group of young 
engineers from the University of 
the Philippines at Los Baños (UP- 
LB) envisions a P5S-million sani- 
tary landfill projet in a 
75-hectare mountainous proper- 
ty in Norzagaray, Bulacan, in the 
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season still 
“а mystery 


IMALACANANG HAS FIRED NATIONAL 
Transmission Co. president Alan TOrtiz amid 
speculation that the Aboitiz group of compa- 
"nies, a known backer of President Macapagal- 
* Arroyo, had demanded for his head. 

Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita confirmed 
‘that he has already drafted the termination paper 
+ of Ortiz but he was unsure if the President had al- 

ready signed it. "There sa plan to do that (replace 
1 Ortiz),” said Ermita who could not cite a specific 
+ reason for kicking Ortiz out of office. 

‘The business community has been rife with 
‘talk that the Aboitiz group, one of the oldest and 
biggest players in the power industry specifically 

in central and southern Philippines, had sought 
1ЮгОпйз replacement after Transco approved the 

200-megawatt plant of Korea Electric Power Corp. 
"and Salcon Power Corp. in Naga, Cebu. 

Ermita denied that the President was pres- 
sured to relieve Ortiz and dismissed the ru- 
“mors on the Aboitiz group: He stressed that 

the President was not in the habit of calling a 
meeting and discussing whether a govern- 
“ment official should be replaced. 

“There are many reasons for replacing peo- 
ple in government and I would not want to 

wish to venture what is the reason. 1 happen 
to know him. He is a doctor, a PhD, a capable 

officer. There's got to be reason but 1 don't 
think its dissatisfaction on the part of the 

President," Ermita said. “All appointees are 

subject to the President's desires and she has 
‘her own criteria. That is her prerogative.” 

Ermita said that once he gets Ortizs formal 

termination, he would immediately an- 

nounce his replacement. 


Casifio held 


"BAYAN UNA REPRESENTATIVE TEODORO 
"Teddy" Casifio was held for almost an hour at 
the Ninoy Aquino International Airport (Na- 
зав immigration officials verified with their 

“fiigher ups if he could leave for Bangkok, 

“Thailand where he was invited to attend а 

‘Free Trade Agreement (ЕТА) forum. 

,_ Casifio was on the Bureau of Immigration's 
Sisiatchlist after the government accused him 
of committing rebellion along with five other 
Z militant congressmen following the failed 
“coup last February. 

Casiio’ colleague, Bayan Muna Rep. Satur 
“Ocampo, was also held by the DOJ and BI be- 
“fore he was allowed to leave for Switzerland 
last month, 

Casio and his lawyer, Neri Colmenares, al- 


150 declined to issue an undertaking stating 
{that the congressman would return to the 
zPhilippines after the four-day forum that 


starts today. 


+The Justice Department and BI asked for 
Casifio's undertaking despite a travel order is- 
sued by Makati City Regional Trial Court 


j Judge Elmo Alameda. He refused. 
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BILLION PESO ACCOUNT.President Macapagal-Arroyo watches yesterday's signing ceremony of the PI billion Millennium Challenge Account grant to strengthen 
the country’s anti-corruption campaign. Signing the document in Malacafiang are US Ambassador Kristie Kenney (center), Charles Sethness, vice president for 
accountability of the Millennium Challenge Corp., and Finance Secretary Margarito Teves (right). 


P2B to fight corruption 


THE GOVERNMENT’S WAR AGAINST CORRUPTION 
got a billion-peso boost yesterday when the Philippines 
signed an agreement with the United States for P1 billion 
in aid to be used in curbing bureaucratic corruption. 


The $25 million grant (P1 billion) 
was approved and announced early last. 
month by the US under the congres- 
sionally funded $1.5-billion Millenni- 
um Challenge Account (MCA) program 
to reward countries that govern well. 

The President last month put up a P1 
billion counterpart fund to the US 
grant, boosting the government's anti- 
corruption war chest to P2 billion 

President Macapagal-Arroyo witnessed 
the signing of the grant agreement in Mala- 
cafiang yesterday by Philippine officials led 
by Finance Secretary Margarito Teves and 
US Ambassador Kristie Kenney and officials 
of the Millennium Challenge Согр, the US 
federal agency that administers the MCA 
program. 


Fighting graft 

The P1 billion two-year Philippine initia- 
tive, to be run by the US Agency for Inter- 
national Development, will strengthen the 
Office of the Ombudsman, the special pros- 
ecutor for corruption cases involving gov- 
emment officials and the Department of Fi- 
nance antigraft programs in the customs 
and internal revenue bureaus. 

Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita 
said that this showed the “determined ef- 
fort of the administration under President 
Arroyo to really fight graft and corruption." 


‘Teves told reporters that the money 
will not only go into strengthening the 
Office of the Ombudsman and the De- 
partment of Finance but “part of it will 
go to antigraft (programs)." 

‘The DOF has three anti-corruption pro- 
grams in the Bureau of Customs and Bu- 
reau of Internal Revenue—the Revenue In- 
tegrity Protection Service (RIPS), Run After 
тах Evaders (RATE), and the Run after the 
Smugglers (RATS). 

‘Teves said he and Kenney agreed the 
two governments needed to work closely in 
the implementation of the program. 

"Because we both want to succeed їп 
what they have provided us so that we 
have better chances of moving to next 
level,” Teves told reporters. 


First things first 

“I understand that the next level will 
be quite significant in terms of amount. 
They are talking roughly of something 
like $200 million ог thereabouts. So 
first things first, we have to do well with 
what we already have,” he said. 

The MCA is an international aid pro- 
gram created by US President George 
Bush at the turn of the millennium to 
“reward countries that govern well.” 

‘The MCA, according to the US govem- 
ment, is given to poor countries that are 


“ruling justly” "investing in their people,” 
i irar eae eae 

So far only a few countries have qual- 
ified for the MCA grants. 

The Philippines failed to make the 
list of qualified countries because of its 
under-performance in fighting corrup- 
tion and easing its fiscal woes 

But it was placed on "threshold status?” 
making it eligible to seek US grants to help 
itimprove on is areas of weaknesses. 

A country under the threshold status 
is one that does not qualify for the MCA 
but may eventually qualify if appropri- 
ate policy reforms are implemented. 

The P1 billion grant is intended to 
help the Philippines finally qualify for 
the MCA. 


Monitoring 

Kenney said the USAID which will take 
charge of monitoring the program's imple- 
‘mentation would be working closely with 
‘Teves and his DOF team. 

“The key is to monitor every step of this 
make sure it go to just where it needs to go 
to and itis done right,” she said 

"We want to treat each other as seri- 
ous adult partners but obviously the ex- 
tent by which it can be implemented re- 
flects on the credibility of the Philip- 
pines and the eligibility for additional 
funds,” Kenney said, 

‘The US government, she said, will be 
"watching that (implementation) careful- 
y 

Kenney said it was “terrific” that the gov- 


to the anticorruption campaign, noting the 
Р1-ЫШоп counterpart fund put up by the 
‘Arroyo administration. 

"This is an important issue. It is im- 
portant that people in the Philippines 
get a sense of money coming back into 
the important social services, education 
and health,” she added. 


The biggest chunk 

The biggest chunk of the P1-billion 
grant will go to the RATE program 
"which will get P489 million. 

‘The Office of the Ombudsman will get 
P338 milion for the raining of employees, 
the establishment of an information man- 
agement system, and enhancement of its 
investigation and surveillance capability. 

‘The RATS and RIPS programs will get 
P161 million and P73 million, respectively, 
while P13 million will go to the monitor- 
ing and evaluation of the program. 

Ombudsman Merceditas Gutierrez 
said the funds would help her office to 
hire more lawyers to assist in the inves- 
tigation and prosecution of cases 
against corrupt officials. 

"If we have more investigators, we will 
have more cases filed. If we have good 
prosecutors, then well have more convic- 
tions so that would mean a lot to them be- 
cause theyll see we're doing our job to ad- 
dress corruption,” Gutierrez told reporters. 

"Atthe same time, well continuously 
implement our projects with non-gov- 
ernmental organizations, civil society 
and other funders on corruption pre- 
Christine Avendaño 
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Counting machines 
work, says Palace 


By бй С. Cabacungan Jr. 


MALACANANG YESTERDAY SAID THAT TAP- 
ping the idled counting machines of the Mega 
Pacific consortium was the most “practical” 
way to fulfill President Macapagal-Arroyo's ob- 
jective of computerizing next year's elections. 

“In case there is a resolution by the аррго- 
priate court, and in this case the Office of the 
Ombudsman, then that could be very well be 
used, The units are already there,” said Exec 
utive Secretary Eduardo Ermita. 

“Tm saying ‘in case’ because we still don't 
know what will happen in the Ombudsman’s 
Office,” he said. 

‘The Mega Pacific consortium won the Com: 
mission on Elections bidding for automating the 
2004 polls but the Supreme Court voided the 
deal. But by then the consortium had already de- 
livered 1,991 counting machines and received 
the bulk of the P1.25 billion contract price. 

Ermita explained that the ongoing Ombuds- 
man probe into the Mega Pacific contract was 
not only meant to determine the criminal liabili- 
ty of the Comelec officials and private individuals 
involved in the deal, as ordered by the high 
court, but also to decide whether the idled count- 


ing machines in the Comelec's warehouse could 
be legally used by the government. 

“So much will depend on that hearing of the 
Ombudsman. Whats being determined in the 
hearing is whether the machines available now 
that has been sequestered by the Supreme Court 
order are still usable or not,” he said. 

Ermita said the automation of the 2007 elec- 
tions was on the Presidents 10-point agenda, reit- 
erated in her recent State of the Nation Address. 

‘The President’ election lawyer, Romulo Macal- 
intal, cited the urgency in resolving issue of using 
the Mega Pacific computers in the 2007 elections. 

“all computer equipment should be in place 
in time because if we don’t start now we can 
kiss computerized polls in 2007 goodbye. We 
have to do this because our voting system is 
too primitive. If we don't do it now, when are 
we going to do it?" Macalintal said. 

Presidential Chief of Staff Michael Defen- 
sor said the recent testimony of the Depart- 
ment of Science and Technology at the Om- 
budsman hearing—reiterating its previous 
finding that the Mega Pacific computers were 
fully accurate—has made it feasible for the 
government to use the counting machines in 
the 2007 elections. 


SC clears former DBP execs 


THE SUPREME COURT HAS CLEARED A 
group of former Development Bank of the 
Philippines officials and several officers of a 
mining firm of graft charges involving an al- 
leged P1.3-billion behest loan. 

In a July 25 decision, released yesterday, 
the high court upheld the Feb. 22, 1999 reso- 
lution of then Ombudsman Aniano Desierto 
dismissing the graft charges against the DBP 
officials and officers of Sabena Mining Corp. 
(Sabemcor) identified as Recio Garcia, Don 
Ferry, Joseph Chua, Jaime Laya, Rafael 


Atayde, Andres Cheng and Edgar Rodriguez. 

The decision did not specify which of these 
individuals were the public officials and 
which ones the private respondents. 

In a decision penned by Associate Justice 
‘Adolfo Azcuna, the court said that contrary to 
the Presidential Commission on Good Govern- 
ments allegation, the loan granted to Sabem- 
cor was sufficiently supported by collateral. 

It said the PCGG failed to present sufficient 
evidence to prove its allegation that the loan 
was undercapitalized. Armand N. Nocum 
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Romulo 
won't press 
Suu Kyi 
meeting 


day that he would vist 
miltarymed Burma 
(Myanmar) sometime 
next month but would 
not try to meet with de- 
tained  prodemocracy 
leader Aung San Suu 
Kyi. 

Romulo said he 
has accepted an in- 
vitation from Bur- 
ma's military junta 
for him to visit as a 
Philippine envoy 
"sometime in Au- 
gust,” but specific 
dates and details 
were stil being 
worked out. 

Romulo, who was 
attending a confer- 
ence of the Associa- 
ton of Southeast 
Asian Nations in 
Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia, told re- 
porters that һе 
‘would not insist on 
meeting Suu Kyi, 
who has spent 11 of 
the past 17 years un- 
der house arrest at 
the hands of the rul- 
ing junta. 


Broken promises 
“There are no pre- 
conditions in our ac- 
ceptance of the invi- 
tation,” he said. 

Burma has be- 
come a source of 
embarrassment to 
the 10-member 
ASEAN, largely be- 
cause the govern- 
ment has failure to 
fulfill promises to 
restore democracy 
and free political 
prisoners, includ- 
ing Suu Kyi. 

ASEAN foreign 
ministers this week 
pressed Myanmar to 
show “tangible 
progress" on demo- 
cratic reforms and 
sought the release of 
political detainees in 
a joint statement on 
Tuesday. 

Malaysian For- 
eign Minister Syed A 
Hamid Albarmadea Ш New. Generation 
fact-finding visit t 
Myanmar. lase (The Quality You Trust Now Made Even Better. 
March as an ASEAN 
envoy, but he was 
not allowed to meet 
Nobel laureate Suu 


Kyi and other mem- 
bers of her National 
League for Democ- 
racy party. 

Romulo has indi- 
cated that he may 
raise the issue of po- 


Шут 


his visit. 
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but Romulo said he 
would "shut his 
mouth" on the issue 
of democratic re- 
forms there until 
Manila has assumed 
ASEAN's chairman- 
ship later this week 
from Malaysia. Boros E14 Dogs Aa 28 Days After 
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Correction 


IN THE JULY 24 issue, the banner st 
1y—"GMA in triumphal mood"- 
stated that the term "annus horribilis 
associated with former British Pri 
Minister Margaret Thatcher's "hair-rais- 
ing" experiences in 1990. 

The term "annus horribilis which 
means a horrible year, became popular 
after Queen Elizabeth II used it to de- 
scribe 1992—the year when Windsor 
Castle caught fire, and when the mar- 
riages of her sons Charles and Andrew 
broke down. It was also the year when. 
her daughter Anne and husband Mark 
Phillips divorced. 


Makati Ciy, 
address: daydeskGinquirezcom ph. 
Complaints about lock of fairness or objec- 

tivity may be sent to Lorna Kalaw Tirol, read- 

ers’ advocate, e-mail address: readersadvo- 

Sate@inguirecom. ph or fx Nas, 89747. 
3/5 ‘Readers Advocate. Her phone 
ruber s 897-8608 Local 342- 
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Mideast conflict stirs Senate debate 


By T] Burgonio 


AN ORDINARY RESOLUTION EX- 
pressing the Philippine Senate's sup- 
port for UN Secretary General Kofi 
Annan's call for ceasefire between 
Hezbollah and Israeli forces yester- 
day stirred a debate on the floor. 

Minority Leader Aquilino Pimentel 
Jr, who filed Resolution No. 512, 
stressed the need for the senators to 
voice support for an immediate cessa- 
tion of hostilities in view of the rising 
death toll in Lebanon and Israel. 

"I was able to watch some footages 
showing the victims of this war... chil- 
dren who were crying. This would 
ly support the cessation of hostilities, 
and that is what we're only asking for" 
he explained on the floor. 

After Majority Leader Francis 
Pangilinan referred the resolution to 
the committee on rules, Pimentel 
manifested that the matter be tackled 


on the floor. 

Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile, however, 
rose and objected to this, saying that 
the resolution should be tackled first at 
а committee hearing where diplomatic 
officials would be asked to give their 
view because of the sensitivity of the 
matter 

"We're going to express the sense of 
the Senate but we have an alliance with 
the United States of America, and they 
are supporting the ongoing conflict in 
that part of the world," he said. 

“We have diplomatic relations with 
Israel. We might be misunderstood if 
we are going to tackle this immedi- 
ately.” 

At this point, Senate President 
Manuel Villar Jr. suspended the session 
fora few minutes. 

Upon resumption, Pimentel clarified 
that the resolution merely states that 
the senators “should support the stand 
of Kofi Annan, rather than the stand of 


any other protagonists: To install a 
ceasefire in Lebanon for the sake of hu- 
manity" 

“In the matter of the war now going 
оп in Lebanon, we should be very care- 
ful so that we don't unnecessarily ex- 
press our sentiments in favor or against 
any of the protagonists,” he said. 

"And Г like to assure Senator Enrile 
that it's not ће intent of the resolution. 
It's not favoring the Israelis, neither 
does it favor the Hezbollah or even the 
Lebanese government.” 

Enrile insisted that the resolution be 
taken up by a committee first before it's 
tackled on the floor. 

“I would suggest, before we tackle, 
we must hear the position of the execu- 
tive department. We can't just act here, 
simply because we want to support the 
UN. We have to hear the voice of our 
diplomatic service in order that we can 
be guided properly" he said. 

At this point, Pimentel amended his 


Iglesia ni Cristo: 
Moog ng pananampalataya at pagkakaisa 
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manifestation to have the resolution 
tackled by the committee on foreign re- 
lations, chaired by Sen. Miriam Defen- 
sor-Santiago. No one objected to this. 

Meanwhile, Sen. Richard Gordon, 
chair of the Philippine National Red 
Cross, announced that the PNRC would 
accept "tracing requests" from Filipinos 
who have lost contact with their rela- 
tives in Lebanon. 

Under this program, families 
could send tracing requests to the 
PNRC, including basic information 
to locate their missing relatives in 
the war-torn country. The PNRC, in 
turn, would turn forward these to 
the International Committee of Red 
Gross, which has delegates in 
Lebanon, he said. 

“The program will enable immediate 
families of Filipino workers in Lebanon 
to send а short message or restore links 
with their missing relatives,” Gordon 
said ina statement, 


NOONG HULYO 27, 1914, sa pusod ng komunidad ng mahihirap 


at ordinaryong mamamayan sa Punta, Santa Ana, Manila, isinilang 


ang Iglesia ni Cristo (INC). 


Sa loob ng nagdaang 92 taon, napatunayan ng Iglesia na posibleng 


magkaisa ang mga Pilipino. Bukod sa ito'y matibay na moog na 


pananampalataya, ang INC ay bastyon ng pagkakaisa at pag- 


dadamayan. 


SA PAGDIRIWANG ng ika-92 anibersaryo ng INC sa ika-27 ng 


Hulyo 2006, ipinapaabot ko po ang aking mainit na pagbati, sa ngalan 


ng aking mga kababayan sa Cavite, aking pamilya at mga mahal sa 


buhay. 


MABUHAY ANG IGLESIA NI CRISTO! 


Goberna 


r AYONG S. MALIKSI 
LALAWIGAN NG CAVITE 
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N. Samar 
solon dies 


By Joey A. Gabieta 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


TACLOBAN CITY—NORTHERN SAMAR REP 
Romualdo Vicencio died yesterday of cirrho- 
sis of the liver at the National Kidney Insti- 
tute. He was 72. 

Vicencio was diagnosed late last year and 
had been confined at the NKI for months until 
he died of the disease at 12:30 p.m. yesterday, 
according to his oldest son, Jalahad. 

Vicencio, a member of the ruling party, was 
serving his last term as representative of the 
second congressional district of Northern 
Samar, which covers the towns of San Roque, 
Pambujan, Gamay, Laoang, Mapanas, Lap- 
inig, Palapag, Silvino Lubos, Las Navas and 
Catubig, his place of birth. 

“The family is saddened by the death of our 
father,” Jalahad, reached on his mobile 
phone, told the INQUIRER. 

He said his father will be buried at the 
Catholic cemetery in Catubig. 

The Vicencio family operates a chain of 
pawnshops in the region. 

Prior to his election as a congressman, Vi 
cencio was a municipal trial court judge in 
Catarman, Northern Samar's provincial capi- 
tal. In 1987, he ran and won as vice governor 
of the province. 

In 1992, he won his congressional seat only 
after filing an electoral protest before the 
House of Representatives Electoral Tribunal 
(HRET) against Wilmar Lucero. He was how- 
ever declared winner by the HRET just days 
before the 1995 congressional elections 

Lawyer Eduardo de la Cruz, Northern 
Samars provincial administrator, said that 
the entire provincial government led by Gov. 
Raul Daza was shocked and saddened by the 
death of Vicencio. 

"When we learned of his death, Governor 
Daza immediately ordered for the lowering of 
the flag (at the Capitol) at half-staff as a sign 
ofour mourning," De la Cruz said. 
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THE Dau Y 
GosPEL 


Thursday, July 27, 2006 
16th Week in Ordinary Time 

1st Reading: Jer 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13 

Gospel: Matthew 13:10-17 

Jesus’ disciples came to him with the ques- 
tion, “Why do you speak to them in рага- 
bles?” 

Jesus answered, “To you it has been given 
to know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, 
but not to these people. For the one who has, 
will be given more and he will have in abun- 
dance. But the one who does not have will be 
deprived of even what he has. That is why 1 
speak to them in parables, because they look 
and do not see; they hear, but they do not lis- 
ten or understand. 

“In them the words of the prophet Isaiah 
are fulfilled: Much as you hear, you do not un- 
derstand; much as you see, you do not per- 
ceive, 

"For the heart of this people has grown 
dull. Their ears hardly hear and their eyes 
dare not see. If they were to see with their 
eyes, hear with their ears and understand 
with their heart, they would сот back and I 
‘would heal them. 

“But blessed are your eyes because they 
see, and your ears, because they hear. 

“For tell you that many prophets and up- 
right people would have longed to see the 
things you see, but they did not, and to hear 
the things you hear, but they did not hear it." 
Commentary 

The word comes to us: "I remember the devo- 
tion of your youth and how you loved те...” 
and yet we have discarded and ruined our rela- 
tionship with God. We are a people, a nation, 
Church, leaders that have forsaken God, the 
source of living waters. 

‘And Jesus speaks to us in parables because 
we are closed го his words and invitation. Para- 
bles force the listeners to assume that they 
know nothing, and that all they thought was 
зо, isn't so. You can only begin to understand а 
parable if you admit you know nothing and 
that your heart is closed, set against change 
and has no intention of changing. There has to 
be a break in one's heart and mind to hear and 
begin to understand. Jesus is frustrated with 
the closed-heartedness of thase who hear him. 
Does he feel the same way about us after all this 
time? 
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Starting your family’s future now 


waiting time for loan approval. Indeed with PSBank’s simplified 


Every newly wed couple has to 
prepare themselves for the real task 
of having a family of their own. Аз 
they settle down to a new life, the 
couple will talk about planning their 
family and having their dream 
home. 

For a newly wed couple, it’s al- 
ways been a dream to start indepen- 
dently and face the challenges as a 
team. This enables them to fulfill 
their responsibilities like budgeting 


finances and making other impor- 
tant decisions for themselves. This. 
can only be realized if the couple is 
blessed with the resources to allow 
them to rent their own place or buy 
a house. And what better way to 
start a marriage than by looking for 
a house that suits a couple's budget 
and future family’s needs. 


‘Thank Goodness It’s Five Days 
PSBank ensures that owning a 


home will be a pleasant experience 
as one's wedding day. It’s because 
at PSBank, it only takes five bank- 
ing days or less for a couple to get a 
decision on their home loan appli- 
cation. This way, they don't have to 
worry about their dream house be- 
ing "snatched" away because some- 
body else has the resources to fi- 
nance that same property. Within 
five days, the couple has more 
peace of mind since there is lesser 


This swift loan approval is due to 
the fact that PSBank has a techno- 
logically advanced loan processing 
system, where applicants get an up- 
date automatically via SMS about 
the status of their application after 
all required documents have been 
submitted. And since they can ap- 
ply for a home loan in any of PS- 
Bank’s 150 branches, it makes it 
more convenient for this newly wed 
couple. 


system, starting up a family and get- 
ting your dream home need not to 
bea difficult experience. 

Get to know more about PS- 
Bank's home loan program now. 
For more information, you can call 
845-8772, or text PSBank HOME 
PR «your name» «contact number> 
<email address> to 391-772 for 
‘Smart or 0917-890-2327 for Globe 
and other networks, or e-mail at 


info@psbank.com.ph, 
ют 
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‘RUNNING OUT OF TIME 


Next 3 months crucial to Cha-cha 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


IT WILL NOT BE THE ONE VOICE CITI- 
zens’ group but the coming "election 
fever" that could derail the Cha-cha train if 
the latter does not get to its destination in. 
the next 90 days, said House Majority 
Leader Prospero Nograles. 

According to Nograles, the next three 
months will be "very crucial" for the 
Charter change campaign as he fore- 
sees that all political parties will al- 
ready be busy preparing for the 2007 
national elections by November. 

“I think we are running out of time,” he 
said. 
` f by end-October, there is still no 
“constituent assembly or a people's ini- 
tiative—the two modes of changing the 
Constitution favored by Cha-cha propo- 
nents—it will be an uphill battle for 

* Cha-cha, the congressman said. 


He said the focus on Charter change 
‘would be lost by then as election fever 
‘would have set in. Political parties would 
be holding their conventions to choose 
their slate of local and national candidates 
for the elections next year, Nograles said. 

But the House leader said he was still 
hopeful that Charter change will suc- 
ceed, especially its promise of the estab- 
lishment ofa federal system. 

“The senators who won in the 2004 
elections came to Mindanao and they all 
promised to work fora federal Mindanao. 
But when elected, they forgot that 
promise,” said the Davao lawmaker. 

Nograles said House Speaker Jose de 
Venecia may yet pull “a miracle” by getting 
the necessary votes in the House needed 
for Congress to convene as a constituent 
assembly. 

“Нез keeping his cards close to his 
chest. Im sure he will provide the neces- 
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sary miracle when the time comes,” he 


De Venecia said on ‘Monday that the last 
100 session days of the present Congress 
would be the “final chance" for Cha-cha 
proponents in the House to revise the 
Constitution. 

"We are already running out of time in 
the campaign to amend the Charters po- 
litical and economic provisions even with- 
ош the impeachment complaints,” De 
Venecia said. 

"Моге than anything, this last session. 
gives us the final chance to replace through 
Charter reform an inefficient and inflexible 
system that, by its weakness breeds ex- 
tremit plots to seize power he said. 

The Speaker said the House was only 
12 votes short of the 195 it needs for it 
to convene a constituent assembly and 
revise the Constitution without the Sen- 
ate's participation. 


When Cagayan de Oro Rep. Con- 
stantino Jaraula filed House Resolution 
1230 calling for a constituent assembly 
last April, the House majority was 22 
signatures short of required votes. 

As for the people's initiative, De Venecia 
said proponents of this mode only needed 
the Commission on Elections’ verification 
of the signatures of those who endorsed 
the petition in the city of Makati. 

“Today, the proposed constituent as- 
sembly of Congress is short of just 12 
votes, and the people's iniiative—en- 
dorsed by 79 provinces, 115 cities, 1,500 
municipalities and almost 42,00 
barangays—has already far exceeded the 
constitutional requirement with their nine 
million signatures,” De Venecia said, 

But One Voice, which describes itself as 
nonpartisan group, wants the Arroyo ad- 
ministration to scrap the people's initiative 
which it considers “legally flawed.” 


22-HOUR WATER CUTOFF 
IN MANILA AND PASAY 


Department Circular No. D62006-07-0010 


Adopting Further Amendments to the WESM Rules 


Some areas of Manila and Pasay City will have no water for 22 
hours starting at 11:30 p.m., Saturday, July 29, 2006, until 9:30 p.m., 
Sunday. July 30. 2006. 

The water service interruption is due to the replacement of a 
500mm-diameter gate valve on the existing SO0mm-diameter mainline 


THURSDAY, JULY 27, 2006 


Inigo Zobel 
denies role in 
Feb. 24 plot 


By Tina G. Santos 


BUSINESSMAN IÑI- 
go Zobel yesterday 
denied claims by 
former Ambassador 
Roy Señeres that he 
was among a group 
of businessmen who 
encouraged the mil- 
itarys withdrawal 
of support from 
President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo on Feb. 
24. 

“Гат a not, nor 
have I been at any time directly or indirect- 
ly involved in any capacity, with any plan 
to withdraw support from the government 
and its duly constituted authorities,” Zo- 
bel said in his affidavit sent to the National 
Bureau of Investigation yesterday after- 
noon. 


това ` 


Willing to present himself 

Zobel is currently in Paris, France but Не 
subscribed his affidavit in front of the con- 
sul general in order for him to cooperate in 
the investigation, said Regional Director 


Whereas, Rule 8.6.1 of the Wholesale Electricity Spot Market (WESM) Rules | | zt Espirita Pumping Station m Mania, 


provides for the approval by the Department of Energy (DOE) of proposals for any 
changes in the WESM Rules upon the endorsement by the Board of Directors of 
the Philippine Electricity Market Corporation (PEM Board); 

Whereas, on April 20, 2006, May 16, 2006 and June 15, 2006, the Interim Rules 
Change Committee has approved a resolution endorsing for approval by the PEM. 


Cruz and Roxas Blvd. 
and Тай Ave 
Ave. 


The areas that will have no water for 22 hours are the following: 
In Manila: Areas bounded by Taft Ave., Remedios St., Vito 
ripa de Galina, San Andres, PNR Track 
ind San Andres, PNR Track, Zobel Roxas and Taft 


Board certain changes in the WESM Rules concerning provisions on limiting the 
lability of the PEM Board, dispute resolution, billing and settlements and metering; 
Whereas, after discussion, the PEM Board has resolved on June 6, 2006 and 
June 21, 2006 to approve for endorsement to the DOE the aforesaid changes to 


the WESM Rules; 


NOW THEREFORE, pursuant to its authority under the WESM Rules, the DOE 
hereby issues, adopts and promulgates the following amendments to the WESM 


Rules, 
А. WESM Rules 


1. Incorporation of Clause 1.4.9 to read - 

The members of the PEM Board are not liable for any loss or damage 
suffered or incurred by a Participant or any other person unless the 
PEM Board or any of Its members, as the case may be, acted with 
malice, manifest partiality, bad faith, gross incompetence or gross 


negligence. 


2. Incorporation of Clause 1.4.10 to read - 


Notwithstanding clause 1. 


except for Ilabllity arising out of 


conduct Involving malice, manifest partiality, bad faith, gross 
Incompetence or gross negligence, if the PEM Board Is or the 
members thereof are made llable to pay any amount for loss or 


In Pasay: Areas along Taft Ave. from Menlo St. to Libertad: 
along Donada St. from Vito Cruz to Gil Puyat: along Leveriza St. 
from Vito Cruz to Gil Puyat; Along FB Harrison from Vito Cruz to 
Chingkiang; and along Roxas Blvd. from Vito Cruz to near Dapitan 
St 


Big establishments to be affected by the water service 
interruption are Ospital ng Maynile, Manila Zoo, Hyatt Hotel, Century 
Park Hotel, US Embassy, Sheraton Hotel, Central Bank, Harrison 
Plaza, Manila Yacht Club, Philippine Navy, Aristocrat, Grand 
Boulevard, LRT Station, Rizal Memorial Coliseum, Bureau of Plant 
Industry, Malate Catholic School. Manila Bay Club, St. Scholastica. 
La Salle Taft and La Salle St. Benilde, Rhodes Realty, Ystaphil, Alt 
Vitas, Harmony Homes, NAESS Shipping, Burgundy. Evervic Asia 
Development Corporation and Estasol Realty, PICC, and ССР 
Complex. 

The repair and maintenance works are part of Maynilad's 
continuing program to upgrade and improve its water service to its 
customers in the West Zone. 

Affected customers are advised to store water good for the 
duration of the water service interruption. They may also call 
Maynilad Water Hotline 1626 or text Maynilad through SMART 
7001626 for the water-rationing schedule. 


ү For inquiries: Мете call our 


‘or text us through 


damage suffered or Incurred In the exercise of Its functions under 
the WESM Rules and WESM Manuals, the PEM Board or the members 


y MAYNILAD 
WATER 


[эх ong зоба ia Pipe 


х SMART 


(1626 


Y 7001626 


Reynaldo Esmeralda, chief of the NBI-Spe- 
cial Task Force. 

“But he has expressed willingness to per- 
sonally present himself if needed," Esmer- 
alda added. 

Zobel claimed that he met Sefieres at the 
residence of his friend and business part- 
ner, construction magnate, Philip Cruz, at 
the latter's Dasmariñas home sometime 
last year. 

He said he was holding a business meet- 
ing with Cruz when “a good friend of 
Cruz,” a certain Morales artived together 
with белегез. 


‘Garci tapes’ 

Zobel recounted in his affidavit that 
Sefieres started talking about the “Garci 
tapes” and “he made us listen to what was 
allegedly a recording of the original tape in 
his cellular phone.” 

He added that he promptly left Cruz's 
residence shortly after Morales and 
Sefieres arrived as he had another dinner 
meeting to attend to. 

Zobel, along with Cruz and ABC-5 televi- 
sion chair Antonio "Tonyboy" Cojuangco, 
had been named by former Ambassador 
Roy Sefieres as among the civilians who 
had encouraged military officers to with- 
draw support from Ms Arroyo. 


thereof shall be indemnifled for the full amount adjudged; and, for 
costs or expenses incurred by that person defending himself in the 
related proceedings. 
3. Clause 3.15.3 is amended to read - 
The security provided by a WESM Member under this clause 3.15 shall be 
either: 
(a) A bank guarantee in a form and from a bank acceptable to the Market 
Operator, or 
(b) Another immediate, irrevocable and unconditional commitment in 
form and from a bank or other institution acceptable to the Market 
Operator, or 
(c) Surety bond issued by a surety or insurance company duly 
accredited by the Office of the Insurance Commissioner of the 
Philippines; or 
(9) Such other forms of security or guarantee acceptable to the 
Market Operator. 
Clause 3.15.8.3 is amended to read - 


The trading limit for a WESM Member at any time shall not be greater 
than 95% of the total value of the security provided by the WESM 
Member to the Market Operatorunder clauses 3.15.3 (a), (b) and (с). 

Clause 4.6.2.1 is amended to read - 


The MSP that Is contracted by the MTP for a particular metering 
point shall retrieve the metering data from the meter and transmit 
the data to the Market Operator for billing and settlement. 
However, the MSP shall not make, cause or allow any alteration 
to the original stored meter data as retrieved in the metering 
Installation. 

At its option, the Market Operator may also directly retrieve the 
meter data. 

The MSP with a Certificate of Authority from ERC and registered 
with MO must be capable of sending meter data in the required 
format of MO. An MSP must have its own Meter Data Retrieval 
‘System and compatible with the MO Meter Data Collection System. 
Clause 7.3.14 is amended to read - 


Notwithstanding clause 7.3.13, except for liability arising from conduct 

involving malice, manifest partiality, bad faith, gross incompetence or 
gross negligence, if the Dispute Resolution Administrator, the dispute 
resolution panel or the members thereof are made liable to pay any 
amount for loss or damage xxx. 
The definition of Billing Period under Chapter 11 is amended to read - 
Billing period. The period of one month commencing at 00:00 hours | 
of the twenty sixth (26) day of each calendar month to 24:00 
hours of the twenty-fifth (25") day of the next calendar month. 

B. Separabilty Clause 


If for any reason, any section or provision of this Department Circular is declared 
unconstitutional or invalid, such parts not affected shall remain in full force and 
effect. 


C. Effectivity 


This Department Circular shall take effect immediately following its publication in 
two (2) newspapers of general circulation. 


Energy Center, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City, Metro Manila, July 20, 2006. 


RANA the WAR 


"The government upholds a strong social reform agenda 
to meet the housing requirements of the homeless” 
= усе estet and НИС Charnan Neh хадд бе Castro 


а i4 
House! V4 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS * 

1. Direct Housing Provision. Since 2001, a total of 614,246 under- 


privileged and homeless citizens were provided security of tenure through © 
the following programs: ===- 


| Community Mortgage Program (CMP) 
National Government: 
Center Housing Project (NGCHP) 


B. Relocation of Informal Settlers — 43,111 families were 
given secure tenure from the governments resettlement 
ram, the most massive of which is the Northrall and 
rail relocation project 


PROGRAM No. of Families 
р 21,023 
[Rail Linkage Project (Southrall) 7,404. 
[pasig River Renabitavon Progam ma 
eccation of Setters along other danger areas 8,589 


C. Housing for Employees, Some 283,294 government and private sector empl 
housing through the combined end-user programs of the Pag-IBIG Fund, 
{Bahay Ko Program), and the 595 (Housing Development Loan Program) 
2. Indirect Housing Assistance. From 2001 to June 2006, total guaranties 
provided by the government to developers and financial institutions reached 
P90.33 billion. A total of P23 billion housing bonds were also floated to 
augment the funds for housing. 


3. Regulatory Program. Since June 2001, licenses to sell were issued 
to developers which provided housing units to 744,985 families in 
10,801 housing projects in the country. 


the GSIS 


(Sgd.) RAPHAEL P.M. LOTILLA 
Secretary 
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From page Al 


In its 42-page report, the IFFM questioned 
the integrity and independence of the Philip- 
pine National Police's Task Force Usig in solv- 
ing the killing of leftist activists (among 
them lawyers and judges) and journalists. 

It called for an independent investigation. 
ofthe killings. 

‘The IFFM observed that Ms Arroyo had or- 
dered an investigation of and eventual stop 

*to the extrajudicial killings—an order that 
«resulted in the formation of Task Force Usig. 
"So far, however,” the IFFM said, “Task 
"Force Usig has not proven to be an indepen- 
dent body: It is chaired by the PNB which has 
1а poor record as far as the effective investiga- 
tion of the killings is concerned and which is 
mistrusted by the Philippine people." 

It said it would bring the Philippine hu- 

man rights situation to the attention of the 
«international community. 

In its statement, Al said it would soon is- 

sue a report on and launch an international 
з campaign against political killings in the 
Philippines. 
“It is encouraging that President Arroyo 
condemned the killing of activists in her 
[Sona], but she must now show she means 
business by implementing concrete mea- 
sures to prevent the deaths of more ac- 
"tivists," said Tim Parritt, Deputy Director of 
«Al's Asia-Pacific Programme. 

"The government has a duty to protect ev- 
ery person in the Philippines, no matter thei 
political persuasion or whether or not secu 
ty personnel are linked to the attacks,” he 
said. 


Too frightened 

According to Parritt, many witnesses to 
political killings—even close kin of the vi 
tims—are simply too frightened to come for- 
ward. 

“If the government wants witnesses to tes- 
tify, it must strengthen the implementation 
of witness protection laws,” he said, 

The Al said death threats and other forms 
of intimidation of witnesses and fear of 


More people backing Cha-cha ... 


From page Al 


porters that the previous survey showed that 
only 23 percent favored Charter change. 


Not big 

"While the difference (between those who 
favor and those against it) is not too big, before. 
people were not aware of the significance of 
Charter change," Ermita said. 

Ermita said efforts of the Palace-created 
Charter change advocacy commission had 
been paying off "because we can see in the sur- 
vey that more and more people are favorable 
to Charter change." 

Malacafiang is supporting Charter change to 
pave the way for a shift to a parliamentary 
form of government, but groups including 
Catholic bishops are against it partly because it 
will extend the term of office of incumbent 
elected officials. 

The sentiment in favor of constitutional change 
now was most pronounced in Mindanao (41 per- 
cent) and in the poorest class E (47 percent) 


Metro Manila rejects 

But in Metro Manila 45 percent reject Char- 
ter change. 

Most Filipinos appear to view constitutional 
change as “lacking urgency,” says Pulse Asia in 
astatement. 

Less than half (40 percent) said they were 
likely to vote, should a plebiscite on Charter 
change be held today. 

The Pulse Asia survey, which was conducted 
from June 24 to July 8, covered 1,200 repre- 
sentative adults 18 years and above. It has a er- 
Tor of margin of plus or minus 3 percentage 
points at the 95 percent confidence level. 

‘While virtually half of all Filipinos agree 
that the best way to amend the Constitution is 

through a people's initiative, a considerable 

" majority of those aware of the recent signature 
campaign in support of the initiative donot ap- 
prove of the manner by which the signatures 
жеге collected, the survey also found. 

‘The signature campaign is spearheaded by 

igaw ng Bayan and local executives and is 
‘supported by President Macaapgal-Arroyo. 

$ The survey defined people's initiative as “one 
"where the citizens themselves are the ones who 
will propose the changes or amendments in ac- 
cordance with conditions set by the Constitution." 

‘Around 48 percent of those surveyed pre- 

s ferred a people's initiative to a constituent as- 

{sembly (28 percent) and a constitutional con- 
vention (23 percent). 

* The percentage of Filipinos considering the ini- 

Iüaive as the best 

‘method for Charter 
‘change increased from 
40 percent in March. 

"The people are be- 
coming more and 
more aware of Char- 
ter change as an is- 
sue... now it has gone 
to a point that they 
are already talking 
about the mode, peo- 
ples initiative espe- 
cially,” Ermita said. 

“We hope it can in- 
voke that if this suc- 
ceeds (people's initia- 
tive) that е 
sovereign will of the 
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reprisal were the major problems contribut- 
ing to the repeated failure by police or prose- 
cutors to file charges, or to trials failing to 
lead to the conviction of the guilty. 

It said these obstacles were making it ex- 
tremely hard for the victims’ families to see 
justice done. 


On paper 

“Investigations often fall short of inter- 
national standards, which require investi- 
gators to be independent of those allegedly 
responsible and to have the necessary in- 
vestigative skills and resources," the AI 
said. 

On June 15-20, the IFFM conducted inter- 
views with the families of slain judges and 
lawyers, as well as with, among others, Inte- 
rior Secretary Ronaldo Puno, Chief Justice 
‘Artemio Panganiban, Chief State Prosecutor 
Jovencito Zufio, members of the Senate and 
the House, and an official of Task Force Usig. 

"On paper, the Philippines is indeed a re- 
public with democratic institutions includ- 
ing an elected President and separate execu- 
tive, legislative and judicial branches. Never- 
theless, since 2001 not only 15 lawyers and 
10 judges have been killed in the Philippines 
but also almost 700 other individuals,” the 
IFFM said in its report. 

“all were unarmed citizens. None of the 
killers has been convicted. Taking into ac- 
count that all democratic institutions are 
formally in place, the IFFM considers the 
situation especially alarming. This makes it 
abundantly clear that either the constitu- 
tional state does not function properly or 
that there are powers undermining its prop- 
er functioning,” it added. 

The IFFM was invited by the Philippine 
lawyers’ group Counsels for the Defense of 
Liberties and the human rights group Karap- 
atan. But it said it was independent of both 
groups as it conducted its own interviews 
and other forms of data gathering. 

The team is composed of Jan Bless, the 
head of delegation and a deputy judge in the 
Netherlands; Nol Vermolen, a judge from 
Belgium; and Gerard Boot, Jo Dereymaeker, 


people should be followed,” he said. 

The survey also found that almost seven in ev- 
ery 10 Filipinos had either heard or read some- 
thing about the recent nationwide signature 
campaign in support of the people's initiative. 

‘The level of awareness was highest in Metro 
Manila (84 percent) and in Class ABC (87 per- 
cen). 

Of those aware of the campaign, about 65 
percent do not favor the manner by which the 
signatures are collected across the country 
This sentiment is shared by 59 percent to 70 
percent of Filipinos across geographic areas 
and socio-economic classes. — Withareport 
from Kate Pedroso, PDI Research 
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Henri Karsken, Judith Lichtenberg, Angela 
Meijer and Andrei Van der Streek. 


Sort of indictment 

‘The IFFM said it had submitted a copy of 
its report to Laura Santos, the Philippine 
chargé d'affaires in The Hague. 

“The reason it gave a copy to [Santos] was 
to apprise the Philippine government of its 
findings,” lawyer Edre Olalia, host commit- 
tee coordinator during the IFFM members’ 
stay in the country, told the мошин. 

“It's sort of an indictment,” he said. 

List of victims 

The slain judges and the dates of their 
deaths in the IFFM statistics were Judge 
Henrick Gingoyon, Dec. 31, 2005; Estrellita 
Paas, Sept. 23, 2005; Voltaire Rosales, June 
10, 2004; Paterno Tiamson, Feb. 21, 2004; 
Milnar Lammawin, Aug. 10, 2004; Рїпега 
Biden, May 17, 2003; Eugenio Valles, April 
25, 2002; Oscar Gaby Uson, Sept. 27 2002; 
Ariston Rubio, Oct. 31, 2001; and Hassan Ib- 
nohajil, Feb. 5, 2001 

The slain lawyers and the dates of their 
deaths were Rogelio Montero, May 15, 2006; 
Carlo Umingga, April 14, 2006; Godofredo 
Pacenio, March 31, 2006; Victor Padilla, 
Sept. 6, 2005; Norman Bocar, Sept. 1, 2005; 
‘Ambrosio Matias, May 8, 2005; Felidito Da- 
cut, March 14, 2005; Teresita Vidamo, Feb. 
9, 2005; Reuel Dalguntas, Feb. 5, 2005; 
Edgar Calizo Sr., Nov. 22, 2004; Arbeth Yong- 
со, Oct. 11, 2004; Victoria Mangapit-Sturch, 
April 13, 2004; and Juvy Magsino, Feb. 13, 
2004. 

“There is a pattern in the harassment and 
killing of human rights lawyers and judges, 
which must be seen 
in the light of other 
killings in the Philip- 
pines, including the 
killing of members of 
leftist groups,” the 
IFFM said in its re- 
port. 

Tt said that prior to 
the attacks, the vic- 
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l groups hit GMA rights record, probers 


tims were usually labeled by the military as 
“members or supporters of the CPP/NPA 
(Communist Party of the Philippines/New 
People's Army)," “communists,” or “enemies 
ofthe state." 

It quoted such military documents as 
"Knowing the Enemy" and "Trinity of War." 

“The next step is that victims are threat- 
ened and usually subjected to surveillance 
by the military. The way victims are killed is 
also similar. Almost all assassinations are 
shooting incidents with a hit-and-run char- 
acter conducted by a team of unidentified 
motorcycle-riding men,” the IFFM said. 

“Even the most brutal atrocities hardly 
elicit any decisive action or condemnation 
from the government; and to this date, all 
cases have remained unsolved,” it said. 

The IFFM said almost all the lawyers killed 
were human rights defenders and/or in- 
volved in cases that might have affected eli- 
tist interest. 

It took note, for instance, that Gingoyon 
was a human rights lawyer before he became 
a judge. He was also the one who ordered the 
government to pay P62 million to the Philip- 
pine International Air Terminals Corp. or Pi- 
atco, the builder of the Naia Terminal 3. 

“They have all been threatened," the IFFM 
said of the 11 cases of harassment and killing 
of lawyers and judges that it had studied. 

It focused its investigation on the killing of 
Gingoyon and Bocar in Samar, Dacut in 
Leyte, Yongco in Cebu City, and Magsino in 
Mindoro Oriental, and looked into the ha- 
rassment received by lawyers Romeo Capu- 
long (a UN justice), Jobert Pahilga, Ernesto 
Pefiaflor, Gina Co, Kit Enriquez and Pergenti- 
no Deri-On Jr. 
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War tearing Filipino-Lebanese ... 


From page Al 
he's safe,” Anthony said, anxiety evi- 
dent in his voice. 

"Two days before the war broke out, 
their mother Epifania left for a vaca- 
tion in her native Davao together 
with their youngest brother, 
15-year-old David, 

Anthony and his other brothers 
were to join them in Davao. 

‘A source from the Department of 
Foreign Affairs told the илек that 
the chartered and commercial flights 
shouldered by the Philippine govern- 
ment were solely for Filipino nationals. 

“The children are Filipino citizens be- 
cause their mothers are Filipinos, Unfor- 
tunately, our governments priority is 
our Filipino nationals," the source said. 


Grandma's tearful goodbye 

Sharon Maderista's Lebanese hus- 
band died last January but she and 
their two sons have a close relation- 
ship with his parents and relatives. 

Maderista said her mother-in-law, 
who had fled to a mountain resort, re- 
turned to say goodbye to her grand- 
sons, aged 12 and 7, after learning 
that they would soon leave with other 
Filipino evacuees. 

"We had a tearful goodbye. My 
mother-in-law loves her grandsons 
very much, but she also wants to 
make sure that they are safe. And it's 
safer here in the Philippines,” 
Maderista said. 

It was a different story for Amelia 
Espiritu, 37, and her 8-year-old son. 

“My husband didn't want us, espe- 
‘cially our son, to go. But I can’t let 
‘that happen. My priority is my son's 
“afery,” Espiritu said. 

She has been separated from her 
ebanese husband for a few months, 
ind he visits their son regularly 

© "TII call him up and tell him that 
‘we're here," she said. 


Friends and neighbors 
The Filipino-Lebanese children 


who arrived on Tuesday are friends 
back in Lebanon, their mothers said. 

Most of them are neighbors, or 
they see each other regularly during 
gatherings in the Filipino community. 

They speak Arabic and fluent En- 
glish, but not Filipino. 

Many of them looked tired from the 
long journey that included fleeing 
their homes to stay in a cramped relo- 
cation center, taking a bus ride to 
Damascus, and finally boarding a 
plane for the 17-hour flight to Manila. 

The youngest to arive was а 
2-month-old boy. 

His mother, Gemma Ablao, was re- 
lieved that her son was now safe, but 
she expressed worry for her Filipino 
husband Efren, whom she left at the 
Church of the Miraculous Medal in 
Sassine, Beirut, which has served as a 
relocation center for Filipino work- 
ers 

“I cried really hard,” Ablao said. 
“He had to stay behind at the center 
because women and children are the 
priority. 1 hope hell be in the next 
batch that’s coming home.” 


Tug-of-war daily 

‘According to the returning women, 
Lebanese "Madams" (employers) are 
engaging in a tug-of-war with Philip- 
pine officials and Fr. Agustin Advin- 
сша over Filipino household helpers 
who have chosen to flee. 

“The Madams would storm the re- 
location center and look for their 
house help. They literally pull some 
of the maids away” said the women, 
who had also worked as domestic 
helpers in Lebanon and who asked 
not to be named. 

‘The women thanked God for the 
Philippine Embassy and labor offi- 
cials, as well as for Advincula, the 
lone Filipino priest in Lebanon. 

“They would say that the Filipina is 
not at the relocation center when 
shes actually hiding inside,” the 
women said. 


The Madams think only of how 
much they had spent to get their Fil- 
ipino maids, the women said. 

Philippine Ambassador to Beirut Al 
Francis Bichara confirmed the re- 
turnees’ account to the Inquirer when 
reached in an overseas call yesterday. 

“That's true,” Bichara said, adding. 
that the tug-of-war was happening al- 
most daily at the Church of the Mirac- 
ulous Medal. 

“We have to intervene or hide the 
Filipino worker. Anybody who wants 
to go home, we'll take them,” he said. 


Violent encounters 

Bichara cited instances when ап 
employer would file a phony case, 
such as theft, against her Filipino 
maid who had sought shelter'at the 
relocation center just to be able to 
take the latter back. 

"That's why we have to hide some 
of them," he said. 

The envoy said one of the em- 
bassy's male Lebanese staff members 
had been caught in the middle of vio- 
lent encounters between some 
Madams and their house help at the 
relocation center. 

Аз а result, he said, the embassy 
had decided to hire policemen to 
guard the center. 

Lebanese employers shell out as 
much as $3,000 to hire a foreign do- 
mestic helper, Bichara said. 

“Some of them think of how 
theyve spent so much on their 
helpers who will only leave them af- 
ter a few months. Even in this time of 
crisis, they're still after their invest- 
ment," he said. 

On the other hand, some Filipino 
domestic helpers prefer to stay in 
Lebanon, the returnees said. 


Patience 

“Some of them were already at the 
relocation center, but they decided to 
leave. They said there are no jobs in 
the Philippines, so they will just die in 
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COMING HOME ONE STEP AT A TIME: OFW 
isassisted by a companion and an airport. 
personnel down the ramp after their plane. 
carrying the second batch of evacuees from 
Lebanon arrived at the Villamor Air Base at 10 
p.m. on Tuesday. NON 


Lebanon," the women said. 

Fortunately, some of the returnees said, Philip- 
pine labor and embassy officials in Lebanon were 
"very patient and kind." 

“We can't ask for anything more from them 
because they help us in any way they can. It’s 
really sad to think that they would be the last 
ones to leave Beirut because they have to take 
care of the Filipinos there," some of the re- 
turnees said. 

But other returnees had no such glowing words 
tosay of Philippine officials, 

Jovita Miguel pointed out that there were Fil- 
ipino nationals in two Lebanese jails. 

"The embassy is ignoring them,” Miguel said, 
and named the jails as Tripoli and Baabda, 


Only prayers 

In Bayambang, Pangasinan, Fernando Sanchez 
сап do nothing but pray for his wife Josephine's 
safety. 

Josephine was barely past her seventh month 
working as a domestic helper in Beirut when 
Hezbollah guerrillas made a daring incursion into 
northern Israel on July 12, killing eight Israeli sol- 
diers and taking two others as hostages. 

Filipinos have since been returning to the 
Philippines in batches, but to her family's dismay, 
Josephine was not in any one of them. 

"She has left Beirut with her employer. She said 
they are living in the mountains, where her em- 
ployer has a vacation home,” said Jennifer 
Sanchez, Josephine's 19-year-old daughter. 

Despite pleas for her to join the evacuation, 
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The latest arrivals constituted the third arid 
fourth batches of Filipinos who had volunteered 
to leave Lebanon amid escalating bombardment 
оп both sides and Israel's threat to expand the 
ground war deeper into southern Lebangn, the 
stronghold of the Hezbollah. 

But while the cash-strapped government re: 
ceived a much-needed boost for “Oplan Sagip 
OFW sa Lebanon,” a hint of friction among DRA 
officials emerged yesterday over the flow òf 
evacuation funds to the Philippine mission in 
Beirut. a 

n a media briefing, Asuque said the ОЌ "has. 
called the attention" of the Philippine ambas. 
sador to Lebanon, Alfrancis Bichara, after the lat- 
ter told GMA 7 on Tuesday the embassy hdd run 
out of money and was yet to receive fresh fundi 
for “Oplan Sagip.” Уй 

“Аз the ambassador you should direct requests 
for funds not to reporters but to the proper at 
thorities, like the assistant secretary for finance 
‘Asuque said. 


Envoy stands by statement : 

Reached by phone in Beirut yesterday, Bichara 
told the Ingumer he was standing by the;state- 
ment he had made in the TV interview—that che 
embassy is "running out of funds" for the evacua- 
tion. 

The diplomat said that with no fresh, funds 
coming in, the mission had been drawing mainly 
from a $50,000 budget representing embassy in- 
come and contingency fund. ў 

Half of that amount was already being 
used for the maintenance of the evacuation 
center alone, he said, referring to the Our La- 
dy of the Miraculous Medal parish in Sassine, 
Beirut 


Speed up fund releases 

“They (officials in Manila) should have standby 
funds; they should accelerate the movement of 
funds," he stressed. 

Bichara said the embassy has been spending 
$68 per evacuee, the amount only covering trans- 
portation as well as visa and airport terminal 
fees. 

DFA officials have been reiterating in the media 
that up to P150 million had been set aside by 
Malacañang for the evacuation effort, excluding 
funds coming from the Overseas Workers Welfare 
Administration. 

Owwa chief Marianito Roque yesterdgy as 
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10M formed in 1951 
THE INTERNATIONAL Organization for Migration 
(ION). first known as the Provisional Intergóv- 
ernmental Committee for the Movement of MÌ- 
grants from Europe, was created in 1951 to help 
European governments identity resettlement 
countries for about 11 million people uprooted by 
the Second World War. It also arranged transport 
for nearly one million migrants in the 1950s: 
Decades and several name changes later, IOM's 


Josephine—Soping to her family and neigh- 
bors—has sent text messages saying she was de- 
termined to stay. 

"She said they are very far from the fighting 
and they cannot hear the explosions in the moun 
tains, so she doesn't feel afraid," Fernando said. 

Since the war began, Josephine has been keep- 
ing in touch with her family through the cell 
phone of her Filipino friend, who was also taken 
to the mountains by her employer. 

But her family is unable to call her. 


scopo has broadened to include migration man 
agement assistance to governments and migrants, 
worldwide. IOM, which promotes humane and or- 
derly migration, now has 118 member states and 
offices in more than 100 countries. It has an annu- 
al operating budget of nearly $1 bilion. 

The organization opened its first office in the 
Philippines in 1979. The three staffers of the Ermi- 
ta, Manila-offics assisted in the resettlement of 
Vietnamese, Cambodian and Laotian refugees to 
different countries. 

Another offic, which opened in 1981 in 
Palawan, was responsible for the transportation of 
Vietnamese "boat people" who had arrived inthe 
Philippines. ; 

1n 1995, IOM Philippines was tasked to imple- 
menta demobilization and reintegration program. 
for former members of the Moro National Libera- 
tion Front : 

When the Geneva Headquarters underwent re- 
organization in 2001, it transferred various fund 
tions and staff to the Philippines, creating the TOM 
Administrative Genter. Cyril L. Bonabente; PDI 
Research 


Sleeplessness 

“Somehow, our worries are lessened whenever 
Soping tells us not to be afraid for her in her text 
messages. Whenever I get uneasy about her con- 
dition, 1 just pray. 1 also tell our children to pray 
for their mother,” said Fernando, a janitor in 
Bayambang's municipal hall. 

Nonetheless, the children worry. 

"We are worried for my mother's safety” said Jen- 
nifer. "My father canit sleep at night. We want her to 
come home but she doesn't want to. I’s because of our 
poor life here. She's а very caring and loving mother" 
With a report from Gian S. Camacho, contributor 


Fil-Am Black Eyed Pea wears: 


From page Al 
Ingumer when asked about the shiny 
red, blue, and yellow buckle—quite 
ап eyecatcher even on a strip of 
pointed metal studs. 

Pineda, who is of Fi. 
ipino-African-American descent, has 
always proclaimed pride in his Pinoy 
heritage. He makes an effort to 
speak in Tagalog at every turn, espe- 
cially when answering questions, to 
the delight of local fans. In fact, the 
very popular band has two Filipino 
songs among their hits 

“Maraming salamat sa suporta ni- 
lat” Pineda, flashing a wide grin, told 
reporters at the airport upon the Black 
Eyed Peas arrival yesterday morning, 
for a major gig tonight at the Araneta 
Coliseum in Quezon City. 

(On his own, Pineda said, he has 
been working on a solo album in col- 
laboration with Filipino artists from. 
the San Francisco Bay Area.) 

Viva Concerts, producer of 
tonight’s show, said the Peas might 


and airline employees; 
and customs staff—eagr 
the group at ће Ninoy. 
national Airport. 

Shorty after they: step 
Cathay Pacific carrier, not 
walked up to the“ Peas u 
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HOW CAN YOU TELL THERE'S A 
FILIPINO among the Black Eyed 
Peas? Allen Pineda, a.k.a. Apl.de.ap. 
wears the flag right up front where 
itcan'tbe missed. JESSTUSON 
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pay a courtesy call on President 
Macapagal-Arroyo today, on top of 
‘TV appearances to promote the con- 
cert—the Manila leg of their "Mon- 
key Business World Tou.” 

The Peas—Pineda, Stacy "Fergie" 
Farguson, Jaime Gomez and William 
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James Adams Jr, a.k.a. will.am—had 
flown in from Taiwan, where they per- 
formed on Tuesday night. 
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cameras, fans—among them airport 
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sured that there's no problem about the budget 
(for repatriation). 

‘Based on reports from the Commission on Au- 
dii, the Owwa workers fund as of Dec. 31, 2004 
had a balance of P8.1 billion. 

“We put them on board as soon as flight seats 
at available," Roque told reporters. 

Asuque further intimated that the department 

Was not yet done with Bichara, who was formerly 
governor of Albay. Asked if the envoy faced a rep- 
rithand, said “we will address that later when 
the priorities of the plan are completed.” 
* f theres a problem with the banks (in Beirut) 
there are other ways (for money to reach the mission); 
thé roads аге sil open,” Asuque said. "Ali the embassy 
‘hat to do is fle a request for replenishment” 


Owwa benefits 

" "Roque also assured the returning OFWs that 
their Owwa benefits would not end with free 
transportation back to the Philippines and their 
respective provinces, 

^ He said the OFWs could avail themselves of liveli- 
hood assistance from Owwa. They also have the op- 
tion to seek local employment via the Public Em- 
ployment Services Offices in their hometowns or 
seek redeployment abroad through the help of the 
‘Philippine Overseas Employment Administration. 


No casualties 

Labor Secretary Arturo Brion said there were 
-Àd Filipino casualties in northern Israeli towns 
tárgeted by Lebanon-based Hezbollah fighters. 

"We have no Filipino casualty because the tar- 

geted] areas ... are far from where Filipinos 
work,” Brion said, citing the report of labor at- 
taché to Israel Teresita Manzala. 
" Roque said that among the second batch of 
evacuees who arrived Tuesday night, there were 
three sick OFWs—one of hepatitis while two oth- 
ers from supposed psychological trauma. 

"Our people in our labor office in Israel have al- 
teady been implementing our contingency plan in 
thé event that the Hezbollah offensive on Israel 
escalates and becomes widespread,” Brion 
added, 


Safety measures in Israel 

The latest barrage of Hezbollah rockets report- 
edly landed near the northern Israeli cities of 
‘Tiberias, Kiryat Shmona, Maalot, Nahariya and 
hofth of Haifa. 

"The secretary also said he had alerted labor at- 
tachés in countries surrounding Israel and 
Lebanon to closely monitor the developments in 
the armed conflict to be able to act immediately to 
help in the evacuation of OFWs. 

«Filipino doctors from Saudi Arabia were on 
"standby in case OFWs would need medical assis- 
tance, he added. 

Manzala said the Philippine Overseas Labor Of- 
fice based in Tel Aviv, Israel, had taken the precau- 
tionary measure of registering OFWs in northern 
Israel to secure their safety. 


Text-brigade system 

и Brion said while most OFWs in Israel were 
working far from the conflict in the country’s 
north and not deemed in immediate danger, 
the measures are necessary to ensure the 
OEWs' safety. 

According to the POEA, there are 5,121 docu- 
‘mented OFWs in Israel as of last year. 

Manzala said the OFWs were told to register 
through e-mail, telephone/short messaging sys- 
tem, and as walk-in clients 

А rext-brigade system" set by POLO and the 
Philippine Embassy has also been set up. A hot- 
line number and other contact facilities in 

ies were also in place, she 


Counseling system 

imbassy officials have also activated an advi- 
зоѓу and counseling system for the OFWs to assist 
them to remain calm and minimize the risk of be- 
ing injured,” she said. 
-, POLO also maintains regular linkages with legiti- 
mate manpower agencies to ensure the welfare and 
safety of OFWs. No ban is in place for Israel-bound 
workers and the processing of employment con- 
acts continues, she said, With a report from Nikko 
Dizon 


flag on belt 


immigration be mounted in Manila in recent 
months. Viva Concerts reportedly 
shelled out P30 million. 

In a statement, Viva said a huge 
portion of the budget had gone to 
transporting the huge set "and more 
than a million dolar worth of 
state-of-the-art sound and light equip- 
ment" The Peas had brought their 
‘own musicians and dancers as well 

Pineda said the Filipino fans were 
well worth it. “We've always had a 
gnod welcome here in the Philip- 
pines," he pointed out. “It feels good 
to perform in front of an audience 
that embraces us so strongly.” 
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m. Pineda, 
obliged, But 
ba whisked 
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Palace to OFWs staying put: You're on your own 


FILIPINOS WHO DECIDE TO STICK IT OUT IN 
Lebanon would have to fend for themselves if Israel 
steps up its attack on southern Lebanon, Executive 
Secretary Eduardo Ermita said. 

He expected the number of Filipino evacuees flown 
to Manila from Lebanon to reach 1,170 by Aug. 2. 


This is just 4 percent of the estimated 30,000 
ipinos in Lebanon who had been advised by Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo to evacuate because of Is- 
rael's plans of more missile bombings and the ex- 
pansion of its ground assault. 

"Those who decide to stay will have to be on their 


own. We all know that some Filipinos would decide 
to try their luck and stay especially if they hear that 
the problem would be resolved in 10 days. They 
would stay there even if they are hungry because 
they are probably looking for opportunities once the 
fighting stops,” said Ermita, 
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Dreams 


OW MUCH WILL IT COST TO CRANK UP THE 
Н“ “super regions” with which she envisions to tow 
the entire country on the “path to prosperity”? Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo was not telling, but in her State of 
the Nation Address last Monday, she assured everyone there 
is money for everything. There are “funds to address social 
inequity,” she said, “funds to stamp out terrorism and lawless 
violence,” funds to fight graft and cor- 
EDITORIAL ruption, funds to change the Constitu- 
tion and reform the electoral system, 
and funds to carry out many ambitious projects that she 
vowed to finish within the remaining three years, 11 months 
and six days (now down to four) of her presidency. These 
projects include the construction all over the country of ports 
and airports, dams and irrigation systems, power plants, 
roads and bridges and just about anything and everything 
any Filipino could wish for. 

The projects Ms Arroyo rattled off were so many and so 
grand that some people were left wondering how she in- 
tended to finance them all. Senate President Manuel Vil- 
lar said he liked the plans but wasn't clear about how they 
were to be funded. Benjamin Diokno, a UP economics 
professor and former President Joseph Estrada's budget 
secretary, estimated that government would have to raise 
P500 billion to carry out the plans outlined by Ms Arroyo 
and said he doubted if the government could raise that 
kind of money. 

Albay Rep. Joey Salceda, chair of the House committee 
on appropriations, had a much higher estimate of the to- 
lal cost—P1.02 trillion—but he said the government 
could easily come up with the amount. With the expand- 
ed value-added tax and “behaved” Bureau of Customs 
and Bureau of Internal Revenue, he said, the government 
could "readily finance" the P1.02-trillion infrastructure 
construction program, he said. And Congress wouldn't 
even have to pass new tax measures, he added. 

Maybe, the Filipino people should just wish Salceda 
and Ms Arroyo, his college mentor, the best of luck. Even 
Budget Secretary Rolando Andaya Jr. didn’t sound too 
sure about the government's capacity to finance the ad- 
ministration's infrastructure program, saying not all the 
funds would come from the national government. “Gov- 
ernment-owned and -controlled corporations will also 
have to pitch in,” Andaya said. 

True, the BIR and Customs have been hitting, and some- 
times exceeding, their collection targets. Andaya has not- 
ed that higher tax yields allowed the government to gener- 
ate a P12-billion surplus during the first half of the year, in- 
stead of a P15-billion deficit. The Department of Finance 
has also reported that VAT collections from January to May 
reached P29.7 billion, 24 percent higher than the target 
for the period. But under the VAT law, 70 percent of the 
money collected from the VAT should be used to reduce 
the deficit, and only the remainder can be spent on infras- 
tructure and basic services. In fact, according to Andaya, 
the proposed 2007 budget will allocate only P10 billion for 
the projects Ms Arroyo mentioned in her speech. Which 
would leave still more than P1 trillion worth of projects 
crying for funding from 2008 to 2010. So even assuming 
that the BIR and Customs will achieve their combined VAT 
collection target of P80 billion for this year as well as their 
targets for the succeeding years, the Arroyo administra- 
tion will still need a lot of fund-raising to do. 

Instead of oozing with money as the President was say- 
ing, the true state of the nation borders on penury. As of 
April this year, the national government's debt was very 
close to P4 trillion. Throw in the debts of government cor- 
porations, and the total public sector debt goes up to about 
P6 trillion. 

Because of its mounting debt, the govemment's debt 
payments has been rising, too—from P470 billion in 2003, 
to P581 billion in 2004, P674 billion in 2005 and P721 bil- 
lion this year. Former Socioeconomic Planning Secretary 
Cielito Habito has noted that debt servicing took out P3 of 
every P4 of government revenue in 2003, P4 out of every 
P5 in 2004, and P9 out of every P10 last year. This year, it's 
back to P3 out of every P4, but that still means the govern- 
ment has to borrow heavily not only to pay off its debts but 
just to stay in business. 

This situation isn't going to change overnight. And that 
leaves the government with very little leeway to improve 
and expand the delivery of basic services and even much 
less to undertake a massive infrastructure construction 
program. But the administration can dream on. That's for 
free, anyway. 
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The morning 


ITS "THE MORNING AFTER" PRESIDENT 
Macapagal-Arroyo's slick State of the Nation 
‘Address. The typhoon hosed down protestors to 
а fourth of what they mustered last year. And 
Malacafiang can barely conceal its euphoria, 

Ted be useful to recall the 1974 TV show: 
"The Morning After” This Emmy Award-nomi- 
nated play spun off this phrase into daily lan- 
guage. It may have a point for us. 

The play depicted а successful public rela- 
tions executive who didn’t admit his alco- 
holism. After soused binges, he'd run smack in- 
to reality. Inaction ravaged, first his family, 
then his career. 

PR fluff, whether Palace-choreographed 
cheers or opposition stalkouts, dissipates be- 
fore harsh national problems. In “the morning 
after” Sona, the only currency that trades is 
performance. 

Everyone has ideas on what would dissipate 
skepticism of a people worn to the bone by 
endless political bickering. Here are a few: 

Overhaul a Commission on Elections that 
handcuffed over 40 million of us to primitive 
manual voting in the last polls and whose gar- 
bled registration lists disenfranchised thousands. 

‘The Supreme Court shredded a P6.5-billion 

tract for ID cards with Photokina Market- 
ing Corp. that Commissioner Luzviminda Tan- 
cangco peddled. In а 9-3-2 vote, the Court 
found sleazy the P849,167,169 purchase of 
flawed computers from Mega Pacific. 

For starters, the President can implement 
former Supreme Court Chief Justice Hilario 
Davide's reform recommendations. It should 
be sooner rather than later. Because reports 
persist that Ms Arroyo may name Comelec 
Chair Benjamin Abalos ambassador to Ger- 
many. With Mega Pacific, Photokina and other 
charges pending, that guarantees another Gar- 
cillano-style scam. 

When Simeon Marcelo resigned as Ombuds- 
man, he took his spine along. That was unfor- 
tunate. Because his successor badly needs one. 
The Supreme Court had to jog her into acting 
on the Mega Pacific deal. And inexplicably, the 
Ombudsman fingered only Commissioner Res- 
штессіоп Borra for en banc commission deci- 


2 
afte 


sions. Was that in deference to an incoming 
ambassador? 

The Ombudsman is independent of the ex- 
ecutive. But we were not born yesterday The 
President can signal in many ways her respect 
for that independence. That reduce the Om- 
budsman's groveling—and more importantly, 
ensure justice. 

The President denounced the salvaging of 
Journalists and activists. Thank you, Madame. 
‘Assassination remains the ultimate censorship. 

Was Marlene Esperat victim No. 71? Min- 
danews photo editor Gene Boyd Lumawag was 
victim No. 58. Did that make Mohamad Yusuf 
of Islamic Broadcasting No. 36? Or did that 
slot belong to Dipolog's Press Freedom Weekly 
Ferdinand Reyes? In this macabre treadmill, 
it's easy to lose track. 

Has any mastermind been convicted? That's 
the only thing that will dismantle today’s cul- 
ture of impunity. Until then, the President's de- 
nunciations mean little. “Words, words, 
words,” Hamlet snapped. 

"Coups for Rent” is one of this troubled coun- 
пуз newer businesses. In the failed Magdalo 
coup, some people bankrolled polished combat 
boots, radios, embroidered armbands, airline 
tickets, plus brand-new vans, later abandoned. 
In the Feb. 26 “standoff” (a.k.a. golpe), others 
picked up the bill for TV productions of “with- 
drawal of support" statements, etc. 

“Hot money” sloshes in this town. National 
Security Adviser Norberto Gonzales claims 
that 20 citizens funneled funds into the abort- 
ей Feb. 26 coup. But a golpe that turns sour is 
an orphan. “The morning after" saw “fi- 
nanciers” trot іп. Not content to wash their 
hands, they insisted on publicly pledging fealty 
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to the constitutional order. 

Joseph Estrada didn't pick up the mutiny 
tab, claimed the Magdalos, many of them 
Philippine Military Academy graduates. “Our 
idealism is not for hire.” Brig. Gen. Danny Lim, 
Scout Rangers, Marines chorus that, too. 

These officers and gentlemen only proved 
President Manuel L. Quezon was right in being 
wary of the military in politics. He sought to. 
deny “control of the nation’s arsenals to estab- 
lished political elites, whether nationalist 
lawyers from UP or corporate executives from 
Ateneo,” notes the Yale University study, "Clos- 
er Than Brothers.” He, therefore, established a 
corps of professional officers. 

Despite persistence of the coup virus, Que- 
zon's insight is holding. "A tentative belief in 
civil supremacy and military professionalism 
somehow survived” in the military, the study 
adds. All surveys indicate near zero support for 
“saviors” in coup-for-hire disruptions. A swift 
resolution of court martial cases and imple- 
mentation of reforms in the Davide, Feliciano 
and Lopez reports are called for. 

The opposition, meanwhile, will continue to 
be marginalized if it cannot produce new un- 
tainted leaders. No one will take the opposi- 
tion seriously if its chairman emeritus says his 
name із Joseph Estrada one day and Jose Ve- 
larde the next. 

‘And building a nation will call for more than 
just sniping by the opposition. We'd like, for ex- 
ample, to see if the opposition can stitch to the 
P166.4 billion allocation for Internal Revenue 
Allotments performance criteria. Funds must be 
matched with delivery—and transparency. 

And what about holding the administration. 
to account for lagging in bringing bloated gov- 
ernment-owned and controlled corporations 
to heel? Thirty of them racked up P140.2 bil- 
lion in losses in just one year. A lean and mean 
government machine is needed if those "five 
super regions" and the Cyber Corridor are to 
get off the starting block. 

Sa gawa lamang makikilala ang kamahalan, 
the old Tagalog proverb says. "By deeds alone 
is nobility known." 

(E-mail: juan_mercado@pacifi.net.ph) 


Impressions from a brochure 


THE DEMONSTRATORS FOUGHT OFF RAIN, 
the hostile presence of riot cops and the smug 
indifference of the cows, also called GMA's al- 
lies, being fattened inside the Batasan. I sym- 
pathized with them mightily not merely be- 
Cause I shared their sentiments and cause, but 
also because I too had to fight off something 
heroically. I had to fight off sleep. 

The only reason I couldn’t do something else 
was that I had committed to comment on СМА 
speech on ABC'S. That wasn'ta speech, that was 
a brochure. A brochure such as you may find in 
the Department of Tourism, with its idyllic and 
completely hyperbolic description of the lay of 
the land. The brochure is more interesting. It 
keeps you awake. 

T seriously wondered if GMA hadn't discov- 
ered a new offensive strategy, which was to bore 
people to death. Thatis by no means completely 
facetious or metaphorical. I took a lot of coffee 
to keep myself from falling into Morpheus’ em- 
brace and frayed my nerves that night. 

‘At the end of my mighty struggle, I came 
away with several impressions. A coherent re- 
sponse was not what that brochure provoked. 

Му буз impression was hearing all over 
again the “Hello Garci” tape. That was so not 
just because it was the same unique DNA-im- 
printed voice being conscripted for pretty much 
the same reason, which was to put the wool 
over the publics eyes. It was also because the 
speaker showed the same passion for micro- 
management. It answers the question of why 
she personally called up Garci with a persis- 
tence that tried the patience of Garci himself, 
rather than had a minion do it for her, thus giv- 
ing her space for deniability. She just had to sink 
tothatlevel. 

My second impression while looking at the 
reporters and announcers at the Batasan being 
besieged by wind and rain, their hair tousled fu- 
riously this way and that, was that God was 
making a comment on the proceedings. I re- 
membered that shortly before that, GMA had 
just repeated her favorite line which was that 
God put her there. The real God, who is not Gar- 


ci, must have heard, and decided to send a 
storm at least, if not a thunderbolt, in her direc- 
tion. The caption that rose in my mind at the 
scene at the Batasan was: А lot of wind.” 

My third impression was that СМАЗ intro 
in her Sona showed exactly what was wrong 
with it. The Sona would later turn out to be a 
division of spoils, or a sharing of loot with her 
favorite allies under the guise of breaking the 
stranglehold of “imperial Manila.” Or at least 
itwas a promise of a division of spoils or shar- 
ing of loot. I don’t know if the congressmen or 
congresswomen bit into it hook, line and 
sinker, but they seemed to be а gullible lot. 
The collective 10 of most of the people there 
could not have exceeded the speakers 
weight. As newly elected Senate President 
Manuel Villar would say later on, they seemed 
ready to applaud anything. The image that 
leaped to mind was alive comedy show where 
the props-people intermittently and frequent- 
ly raised signs before the audience that said, 
“Laughter” and “Applause.” 

But as I was saying, GMA began her speech 
by talking (all тоо briefly) about the plight of the 
‘OFWs їп Lebanon. It reminded me of Fr. Agustin 
Advincula's plaintive cry about where the OFW 
billions have gone. You have P7.6 billion Owwa 
‘cash reserves and you have P100 billion in sav- 
ings, and you can spare only P150 million to 
‘evacuate an entire horde of Filipinos trapped in 
а war-torn country? And give the rest—or at 
least promise to do so—to loyal lieutenants. 
Punish the "modern heroes" and reward the 
modern heels? Story of this nation’s life. 

My fourth impression was that, then as now, 


СМА has а habit of crediting herself for all the 
good that happens in this country and exculpat- 
ing herself from all the bad in it. At one point, 
she even took credit for Jollibee putting up a 
place in Basilan. But what did she say when it 
сате to the killings? "I condemn the political 
killings in the strongest terms." And she went on 
to cajole the witnesses to come out and tes 

That is not unlike saying, "I condemn crime 
in the strongest terms." But, madam, it is pre- 
cisely the task of government to stop crime and 
extra-judicial killings. It is precisely the task of 
government to create the climate that stops 
crime and extra-judicial killings. When they 
happen, and to the extent they do today, govern- 
ment is to blame as surely as the direct authors 
of these crimes themselves. You are to blame as 
surely as if you pulled the trigger yourself. The 
inability to stop these things by itself voids your. 
claim to existence. What are you saying—these 
things are the fault ofthe witnesses who do not 
come out to damn them? Government is ex- 
cused ifthey never do so? 

Acsa Ramirez came out to rell what she knew, 
and look what you did to her. Francisco Gudani 
and Alexander Balutan came out to tell what 
they knew, and look what you did to them. 

Му fifth impression was déjà vu. GMA ended 
her speech by saying: “After three years, 11 
months, and six days, Ї shall relinquish the pres- 
idency with much if not all that 1 have outlined 
completed.” Three years, six months, and 24 
days before, that was nearly exactly what she 
said too: “If we achieve these, my successor as 
president will be in a good position to lead the 
Philippines through the next decisive steps for 
the strong and modern society” She said that in 
her (in)famous speech about not running again 
and instead leaving her successor a nice legacy. 
She never had a successor. She ran again and 
stole the elections. 

‘Ask yourself seriously: Will she really relin- 
quish her position in 2010? Indeed, will she ever 
do? 

That brings me to my last, and lasting, im- 
pression. Be afraid. Re very, very afraid 
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PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO HAS THREE 
and a half years to make good the vow she made 
at her State of the Nation Address last Mon- 
day—which was to end social inequity, economic 
disparity and injustice in the country through 
successful economic reforms. GMA may not 
popular, but many citizens believe she has the vi- 
sion, the intelligence and good work habits to 
achieve these goals. The question is: Would her 
political opponents give her the time and peace to 
achieve this promise? — 

Judging by the record, time and peace may 
be hard to come by. Since she assumed power 
in 2001, the opposition has been determined 
to remove her by fair or foul means. Failing 
that, it may now seek to thwart her economic 

zoals of righting the deep social and economic 

ivisions in the country, by torpedoing the 
funding she needs to rev up the countryside 
economy. The opposition’s instrument: the 
budget. As we saw in the proposed P1.05 tril- 
lion budget for 2006, which got stymied in the 
bicameral conference committee, among the 
items the senators cut was P64 billion that 
could have directly addressed poverty and 
economic upliftment. The amount covered the 
P5-billion Kilos Asenso fund for local govern- 
ment units, the P1.7-billion fund allocating 
one kilo of rice per week per public school stu- 
dent, and the Kalayaan Barangay funde 

Perhaps in the new administration of Senaté 
President Manuel Villar, we might see a more 
reasonable Senate that would see the impera- 
tive of restoring these badly needed country- 
side funds for development. 

In her Sona, GMA stressed that the country has 
achieved "record collections," thanks to the BIR and 
Customs, fiscal discipline and billions of dollars in 
annual interest savings. These funds are now ready 
for "necessary public investments.” To spur devel- 
opment, the President has identified four economic 
“super-regions:” the Northem Luzon Agribusiness 
Quadrangle, the Metro Luzon Urban Beltway 
(which presumably includes ће Subie-Clark corri- 


JUST OUT OF THE PRESSES IS “U.G.: AN 
Underground Tale” by Benjamin Pimentel. It is 
about “the journey of Edgar Jopson and the First 
‘Quarter Storm Generation.” 

‘More than 15 years ago, Pimentel came out with 
a book on Jopson, the young leftist leader in the un- 
derground movement who was shot and killed 
while being chased by the military. Two editions 
have since been printed but Pimentel, feeling that 
тоге needed to be told, recently came out with а 
more complete story And so "ug", the book, 
emerged from the underground, soto speak. 

For total political innocents, UG means under- 
ground, or that political movement (armed and 
unarmed) that operated clandestinely at that 
time and worked toward revolutionary change in 
society. It was therefore considered a threat to the 
status quo. Its members were called subversives 
by the establishment, That is my loose definition 
of it. The definition still applies today. 

"UG" is now part of the leftist jargon, like 
“mob” (for mobilization), "PO," "CS," "DPA, "H," 
"kasams," "oryentasion," to пате а few. (Hey, 
someone should do a compilation of the “under- 
groundspeak" of the martial law era.) 

Anyway, “u.g.” still tells the same story of a 
young man from a rich family, educated at the 
‘Ateneo, who gave up his life of privilege in order 
to pursue his dream of helping the poor and the 
powerless by struggling to change the oppressive 
structures in society. That was what the old edi- 
tion “Edjop: The Unusual Journey of Edgar Jop- 
son" was about. What "Edjop" did not have, "u.g." 
now has. “u.g.” includes the nuances of Edjop's 
struggle. 

Pimentel sent me an e-mail from San Francisco 
saying: "For example, I found out that Edjop was 
aware of and was seriously disturbed by the alle- 
gations that the movement was responsible for 
the Plaza Miranda bombing. Also the names of 
some of the characters are now included, so itis 
now easier to follow the story. In the first book, I 
could not even use the real UG names at the re- 
quest of the interview subjects." 
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dor as well as the industrial areas near Metro Mani- 
la, such as Bulacan, Cavite, Batangas and Laguna), 
Central Philippines (which includes the three re- 
gions of the Visayas), and Mindanao and the “Cyber 
Corridor" The latter presumably includes all the ar- 
eas where call centers and related businesses have 
been set up—such as Metro Manila, Angeles City, 
Baguio, Dumaguete and Cagayan de Oro. 

In these *super-regions,” investments worth 
about P1 trillion are expected to be sunk into new 
infrastructure projects—roads, ports, airports and 
power plant installations, all of which will create 
new jobs and spur development. This early, how- 
ever, some politicians are concerned that their ar- 
eas may be left behind as the gravy train steams 
full speed ahead. This will be inevitable for a 
while: some regions will have to be more super 
than others. But it is hoped that everything would 

‚ even ош аз total progress for the entire country. 

t To understand the new edhom rationale; 
fécall the explanation made in-our dzRH pro- 
gram by Albay Rep. Joey Salcéda, GMA's eco- 
nomic adviser, about how-increased spending 
triggers growth. As he noted, a growth of more 
than 2 percent of GDP immediately rescues 
more than 500,000 families from poverty. Citing 
China, he pointed out that it has successfully lib- 
erated 800 million of its people from abject 
poverty and 90 percent of its success was due to 
‘economic growth. Of course, China has to liber- 
ate over 400 million more in the countryside. 

In her Sona, GMA stressed that in the first three 
years of her administration, the incomes of the 
poorest families increased by 30 percent, while the 
‘number of poor families dropped from 28 percent 


u.g?’ 
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an 
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Pimentel's “ug.” has an afterword by Gloria 
(20у) A. Jopson-Kintanar, the widow of Jopson, 
and herself once part of the underground. Joy lat- 
er married another communist underground big- 
wig, Rolando Kintanar. They were both captured 
and briefly jailed in the 1990s. Kintanar was later 
assassinated by his own communist comrades. 

"v.g." also has a main foreword by former Sen. 
Jovito R. Salonga, himself a victim of the Plaza 
Miranda bombing, plus another foreword (by 
Edicio de la Torre) and another afterword by 
Ramsey Clark, both from “u.g's" other former in- 
carnation (Rebolusyon: A Generation of Suug- 
gle”). 

tell you, this book keeps evolving and reincar- 
nating. Well, more and more information are 
finding their way above ground, shedding light 
on so many things that were once in the dark or 
rarely spoken about. 

The book is instructive for both political virgins 
and die-hard ideologues as it traces Edjop's trans- 
formation from being a student activist to a com- 
munist cadre and revolutionary. But this is not 
just one person's story. As Jose "Pete" Lacaba 
notes, "This is not just the biography of one per- 
son; it is the history of a generation.” 

Indeed, as one follows the personal life of Jop- 
son, one also reads about political developments, 
debates, skirmishes, decisions and movements 
around him and in the underground that make 
their impact above ground. As these are played 
ош, the characters take on real faces and person- 
alities—and, as Pimentel seid, in this latest edi- 
tion, he was able to give real names. 

Pimentel deftly tells the story and keeps it mov- 


to 25 percent. This means two million families 
have been rescued from poverty. But much needs 
to be done. RP needs more infrastructure invest- 
ments to spur economic growth—especially so, 
considering that a recent World Bank study ranked 
RP 59th out of 60 nations surveyed on infrastruc- 
ture competitiveness. In years past, largely be- 
cause of gaping budgetary deficits, RP spent only 4 
percent of GDP in infrastructure investment, as 
against, say, Vietnam's 8 percent. 

GMA has promised to lead the country into 
economic development, but she needs political 
peace and our people's cooperation to be able to 
do the job. Last Monday, her challenge to thc op- 
position was clear: “Why not join hands instead 
in the biggest challenge of all, where we all win, 
ог we all lose the battle for the survival and 
progress of our one and only country?” 

The resolution of the case of former PNP of- 
ficer Michael Ray Aquino in the US was defi- 
nitely the result of bargaining behind the 
scenes. Aquino pleaded guilty to unauthorized 
possession of US defense documents passed 
оп to him by a Filipino-American White House 
staffer, Leandro Aragoncillo. But his lawyer 
denied that he had passed them oti (o anyone’ 


else. The US court accepted Aquino’s plea and - . 


denial and enabled him to avoid dn 6зріонз; 

‘charge. As a result, he gota light бейс, 

‘only 10-years, instead of life iufgfisonmieit, 
But the court's move was obviousiy io spas 
the US from having to bare the weakness of it 
security system in the highest places—which 
would have resulted from a prolonged espi- 
Onage trial It was also a political move: 


spared from involvement in a conspiracy ^ 


charge were Aquino’s former bosses, now Sen. 
Panfilo Lacson and former President Estrada, 
There is, however, а fact that Aquino's ad- 
mission and conviction have not settled. This 
is, that a lowly character like him obviously 
couldn't have acted on his own as his lawyer 
had argued. For what need would he have to 
get those documents if not to pass them on to 
those who thought they could use them? 


ing with incidents, dialogues and debates be- 
tween persons. He also does not fail to tell hu- 
morous and touching anecdotes that say a lot 
about the characters, Jopson especially. 

Here are excerpts that picked randomly: 

friends called Edjop "Charlie Brown,” after 
the wide-eyed comic strip kid who was always 
thinking of ways to improve the world. 

“Do you know of Christians who joined the 
Communist Party?" he asked. “How did they re- 
solve their beliefin God?” 

De la Torre said he knew quite a few. “But I said 
for the most part their belief in God was not the 
principal question. When they were invited to the 
Party, the CPP did not ask them first if they believe 
in God or not. For a lot of them, those who be- 
lieved continued believing, and those who didn't 
believe did not find any reason to assert that.” 

"Edjop did not pick up the question too much" 
De la Torre recalled. “But occasionally 1 would 
catch him at other meetings, look at me with a bit 
of a question. 1 also gave him some materials to 
read. The whole issue of religious belief in a revo- 
lutionary movement, particularly in a Communist 
movement which includes atheists, is a very diffi 
cult question .... Bur it is ultimately a very person- 
al question. I don't know how Edjop resolved it, or 
whether he felt any need to resolve it." 

Aling Osang's newest “relative” was called 
Gusting. San Roque's residents could see that he 
was definitely not of the New People's Army—not 
a gerilya .... He was also too clumsy to be a ger- 
ilya. He often stumbled while walking on the lev- 
ees. Gusting was not much of a farmer either. He 
planted the seedlings too close to each other.” 

Published by Anvil, “u.g.” is now in bookstores. 
Author Benjamin Pimentel is a graduate of the Ate- 
neo, UP and the University of California in Berkeley. 
He works at the San Francisco Chronicle and is co- 
anchor of "Balitang America" on the Filipino chan- 
nel 

(Send feedback to cerespd @info.com.ph) 


Rootin’ tootin’ regime 


THERE'S SUPPOSEDLY A CAR RENTAL BRO- 
chure from Tokyo that has this amusing example 
of English: “When passenger of foot heave in 
sight, tootle the horn. Trumpet him melodiously 
at first, but if he still obstacles your passage then 
tootle him vigorously" The administration does 
this, trying to charm the critical with the melo 
ous ka-ching! ka-ching! of cash and other finan- 
cial instruments, and then vigorously tootling its 
opponents (and if all fails and the enemy is a 
provincial yokel, it lets off a rat-tat-tat of ordi- 
nance). 

At her recent Sona, President Macapagal-Ar- 
тоуо certainly did enough melodious trumpeting 
and vigorous tootling to last a lifetime. The tuba- 
like braying of her critics naturally ensued, al- 
though if you ask the Palace (even if you don't, i'll 
respond, anyway), the opposition is pure piccolo. 

Still, whoever occupies the presidency 
whether de facto or de jure, has the immense 
power of setting the national agenda, and the 
agenda was "PowerPointed" for all to see. Planes, 
trains and automobiles: who can question it, 
much less oppose it? We Filipinos are among the 
greatest draftsmen of the world; our plans are al- 
‘ways a delight to behold. And Ї think its impor- 
tant to consider that many ofthe schemes includ- 
ed in this latest blueprint, are products of many 
months, if not years, of consultation and com- 
bined planning. Therefore, in one way or another, 
they can, and should, be implemented. 

The scholar Mina Roces once proposed that an 
important element of Philippine politic—aside 
from actual patronage—is the politicos ability to 
appear “malakas,” that is, someone who has the 
ear of higher-ups. In this sense, a little rootin 
tootin’ tootling from the Palace helps. 

This year, at least, Ms Arroyo seemed con- 
vinced about what she was discussing—and, 
therefore, looked more convincing. 

Тез much easier to convince someone of some- 
thing, if you yourself are convinced about what it 
ds youre advocating. Ms Arroyo, back when she 
still enjoyed the presumption of legitimacy, once 
met with the INQumen editors. When she began 
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discussing one of the genuine achievements of 
her administration—the Strong Republic nautical 
highway—she became more relaxed, confident 
and she impressed a pretty hard-boiled audience 
with her capacity to recall facts, tying them to- 
gether according to her Atlas-like knowledge of 
Gur geography. This was at a time when the organ 
grinders at the Palace were cranking out fabu- 
ously futile attempts to portray their principal as 
cuddly, caring and possessed of a great vision. 
Their efforts fell flat; for Ms Arroyo is like William 
Pitt (the younger) in the film, “The Madness of 
King George.” 

In one scene, the opposition head, Mr. Burke, 
playfully asks the cold and clinical prime minister, 
“Is there anything at all that you love, Mr. Pitt?" 
‘To which the stone-faced Pitt replies, “A balance 
sheet, Mr. Burke: I love a good balance sheet.” 
This kind of love—for numbers, charts, graphs, 
blueprints and public works’ allocations—is 
shared by many who continue to support Ms Ar- 
Toyo. As Rep. Joey Salceda said after listening to 
her speech: he would have preferred it if it had 
gone into even greater detail. 

‘As our society assumes an even greater techno- 
cratic orientation—preferring PowerPoint to the 
mental exertion required of listening to a speech 
devoid of visual aids, or reading reports or essays 
not in the form of bullet points—the idea that 
leaders can inspire, not by appealing to ideals and 
non-scientific principles will increase. And it is 
precisely when Ms Arroyo--speaks of such 
things—that of themselves are as much a re- 
spectable means for trying to make sense of the 
challenges of the present as any other—that 1 
can't help but think, if only she weren't stuck un- 


dera cloud of legitimacy. 

But she is. And under such a cloud she re- 
mains. 

In politics and, indeed, in any human a 
legitimacy is essential. Iris non-negotiable; ot 
'erwise you end up making the ironic argument 
that at least Mussolini made the trains run on 
time in Italy; that Hitler gave Germany the auto- 
bahn and the Volkswagen Beetle; or that Stalin, 
regardless of his purges built dams according 10 
five-year plans; while Mao meant well when he 
launched the Great Leap Forward and the Cultur- 
al Revolution. According to that framework, Pol 
Pot was simply a misunderstood man trying to 
achieve agricultural self sufiiency, 

Now some will say—unfair! It is wrong to ap- 
peal to the monsters of the past to vilify Ms Ar- 
Toyo. She can never be so monstrous. To adopt 
this line of thought is to ignore the monstrosity of 
whatis being committed: brainwashing a country. 
into thinking it is a virtue to defy demands for ac 
countability. 

The Indonesians, after the excesses of Suharto, 
staggered through a series of uninspiring and 
even inept leaders: Habibie, Wahid, Sukarnopu- 
tri. They decided ro fix the infirmities of the presi- 
dency by establishing run-off elections to ensuré 
a firm and unquestionable mandate (they report: 
edly examined the Philippines to figuré out how 
not to establish a self-defeating government). 
The result is Yodhoyono who is being called the 
Ramon Magsaysay of Indonesia. E 


Ап election isn’t worth the paper a congressional * 


proclamation of winning candidates is printed on, if 

the election is viewed as having been bought or as 

fatally flawed by cheating, The has fromthe ing 

оп down know this: they nullified the fast one, and 
have begun rounding up and locking up members. 

of their own version of the Comelec. They are in the 

process of investigating—and potentially disquali: 
fying from future el tical parties ac- 
cused of either bending or actually breaking elec 
tion rules. 


sians. 
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We should be as lucky as the Thais and Indone- 
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TWAS IN A TAXI QUEUE IN A MALL, WAITING AT THE END 
of the line for è ride hume, when a man who seemed to be in 
his 505 stood behind me. When a cab finally came, the man 
left the line aid zciked to the driver, not minding the 10 ог 
sio: pcoplc in [rua of him. We were all protesting as he 
Opened the door and called his companions. As he passed us, 
he mumbled something about a sick companion. I expected 
to see someone in a wheelchair or in crutches, but he carie 
back wih (жю — — — с —— 
healthy women 
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We want to know what the young 
агь thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 

Я twentysomething and below.—Ed. 
inceasides © ——— —— —  ——À— 
aie of him, The queize and the railings were there to keep ev- 
eiytitiag in order. The whole set-up practically screams "First 
2 std." If that man wanted to get ahead of every- 
‘shouldn't have gone where people had to fall in 
2t ake : few steps to another place where 
хос: with others in hailing a taxi. Orga- 
i lin. -ə geta taxi after going to the mall. 
А оч long it altes to get one, we wait for our tutn. 
v SERIE s foller e simple тше like that, he should have 

г се 

of a similar incident that а family 
ír about. When she visited New York last summep, 
го а old college friend whom she had not 
5 5 time. She greeted her friend and asked her If 
they could get together some time. Instead of responding, 
nicely, the friend brushed her off, saying, “We have different 
lives бот. I havz зу own set of new friends and you should 
have yours, too.” 

That story made me wonder if some of my closest high 
school fricads who are now studying abroad are going ib 
do the эли. thing whe: I see them again. I certainly hope 

iot Н 
Talso know this :eeziager who came from the province and 
it i0 Qucasr: City for college with the help of a relative, 
He thought that being one of the few students from his 
able to go to college in the big city 
sicad of doing chores assigned to him, lie 
while his tito slept. Lifting weights didn't 

Just blow up his body, but his ego as well. 

‘Wher his tito bought a new motorcycle, he was told that 
he could 222 it as scz: «s he got a student's permit, Two 
days laicz the дес had to leave on a business trip and re- 

d his: not io ride the motorcycle yet. But the guy's 
dcsizz tu show off p... чей and he rode the day-old mo- 
t;cycle to school. When his tito came back, he learnad 
abcii it and prohibited the young man from using it for a 

ath. Again, the nephew ignored the warning and drove 
the пот und the subdivision while his tito was 


for the summer vacation, it was clear 
2 lot, He would drink and smoke oui- 
He advised his younger brother, whp 
zollcae, not to enroll іп a nautical course 
sche alvcady into it (as if he was sure he would fin- 
ish the cousse). Sz his brother ended up deciding to take art- 
‘othe course, although an aunt who got wind of it was able to 
persuade hin; io take the course he wanted. 

He would drive another tito's motorcycle around town 

shitles hic asked permission from his lola to use 
he would just use it to ride around 
town, the lola allosved him to take it, Instead, he went to an- 
othe: piovince, 

Tam not generalizing when I talk about this kind of peo- 
ple. But I don't like the bad image they create for us Filipinos, 
I want to tell them—and all other people like them—a thing 
or two. 

"To the tecnager: You should have learned your lesson by 
пом. You were given a big opportunity, but instead of show- 
ing your gratitude, you showed your bad side, the side that 
по one would sènt to help or support now or in the future, 
Deflate your cgo, quit your vices. They won't do you any 
good. Study instead of showing off. That will change your 
family's impression of you. And please, keep your shirt on. To 
tell you honestly, the girls don't like to see you flaunt your 
body, по matter how buffed you think you are, It’s the atti- 
tude that counts, 

То the college friend (if you really are a friend): 
live in another country and find new friends, but that doesn't 
sive you the right to hurt an old friend's feelings. Making 
new friends doesn’t mean you can't keep the old, But if ybu 
don't want to hang out with them anymore, tell them so nice- 
Jy. Honesty is good, but you can be honest without being 
rude. 

To the balikbayan: Being able to fly to the States and 
back dozz not exempt you from following rules when уой 
are in your own country. When you're in the Philippines, 
follow the rules in the Philippines. Being a balikbayan 
does not entitle you to look only after your own conve- 
niencc. That doesn't give you special privileges. We are 
equal, ло matter where we've gone or what we've done. 
Its that simple. 

What about other Pinoys out there? Do you think that gd- 
irig abroad o1 moving and studying in the big city makes you 
superior to those who can't? I don't think so. Being able rp 
travel gives-you new experiences that you can share (not 
„brag about) with those who can’t go where you've gone, 
know a lot of people who have gone to a lot of places but stil 
keep their feet on the ground. Fame and fortune are good tp 
havo, but they are not all that counts. Family and friends ate 
treasures; too. The inner self is more important than the way 
you projce: yourself to other people. No, you can't eat virtue. 
But {tdoesnit mean you can do without it. If Ray-Ban shades, 
"Сис bags and Prada shoes can make you look fabulous, so 
can liumility and virtue, and they don't cost you a single cent. 
Be,good role models for the younger generations who need 
guidance, not bad examples. 

By the way, my parents are OFWs. 


about to 


Frinces Arme A. Suico, 17, is а 2nd year BA Philosophy student 
at the University of the Philippines in Diliman. 
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A COLUMN OF RINA JIMENEZ- 
David perpetuates myths on the 
present Middle East conflict. ("No 
peace at the end of this," PDI, 
7/21/06) The facts are begging to 
be straightened out. 

First, by drawing a parallel be- 
tween the Abu Sayyaf and Hezbol- 
lah, David failed to observe that 
the latter, which has taken the 
whole of Lebanon as hostage, is 
not а mere ragtag organization. 
The Abu Sayyaf's incursion on 
Malaysian coasts cannot and 
should not be compared with that 
of Hezbollah's on Israel 

Hezbollah poses a definite bor- 
der menace and is very capable of 
missile attacks as repeatedly 
shown since the Israelis moved out 
of Lebanon. Experts put Hezbol- 
lah's rocket force as high as 12,000 
missiles, plus a massive arsenal of 
8,000 Katyusha rockets from Iran. 
Of far greater concern to Israel 
than these short-range projectiles 
are the growing stocks of Fajr rock- 
ets, which extends Hezbollahs 
strike-range capability well beyond 
Haifa, enough to disrupt the fragile 
Israeli economy—if not its exis- 
tence altogether. 


Ways to ‘follow up’ 


"WE TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY 
to clarify the issue in Delfin Mal- 
lari Jr's article about the GSIS Lu- 
cena City Field Office. (“Lack of 
phones at GSIS," PDI, 7/8/06) 
More than anything else, our of- 
fice's practice of minimizing pow- 
ег consumption is part of the na- 
tional governments energy con- 
servation program. Similarly, we 
have not cut telephone lines, be- 
cause GSIS members can still 
reach us through (042)3736358. 
Moreover, the GSIS has adopt- 
ed a policy of enhancing our 
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Abu Sayyaf and Hezbollah: 
incomparable terror groups 


Terrorists now have access to 
satellite photographs offered by 
Google, which enhances Hezbol- 
lah’s targeting ability. Without a 
buffer and frontier, even an anti- 
rocket system will not provide Is- 
rael with an effective defense. 
This leaves Israel with no choice 
but to launch a preemptive attack. 

Second, Israels targeting of 
strategic infrastructure through- 
out Lebanon, including airports, 
docks, roads and bridges, is not 
pointless. Rather, these are rea- 
sonable military targets to deter 
the flow of arms supply from Iran 
and to prevent the group from 
moving the kidnapped Israeli sol- 
diers deeper into Lebanon and be- 
yond its borders. 

We oftentimes fail to include in 
the picture that Hezbollah’s facil- 
ities and rocket launch sites are 
positioned near residential areas 
in Beirut, taking cover under 
civilian populations—a ploy of 
terrorists. Israel has been con- 
scionable and dropped leaflets on 
Beirut suburbs, calling on civil- 
lans to stay away from terrorist. 
lairs so as not to be caught up in 
the fighting. We should not lose 


sight of the effort of Israel to 
spare non-combatants, unlike the 
hundreds of Hezbollah rockets, 
which are deliberately aimed at 
Israeli civilians. 

Lastly, the Lebanese govem- 
ment is accountable to what has 
escalated toa full-blown crisis. UN 
Security Council Resolution 1559 
of September 2004 calls “for the 
disbanding and disarmament of 
militias in Lebanon”; and supports 
“the extension of the control of the 
government of Lebanon over all 
Lebanese territory” However, the 
Lebanese government has not dis- 
armed Hezbollah, neither has it 
sent its armed forces to secure 
southern Lebanon and the border 
with Israel 

Instead, Hezbollah became part 
of the Lebanese government, 
which includes two Hezbollah 
‘members in the Cabinet and con- 
trols 10 percent of the seats in the 
National Assembly. The Lebanese 
government cannot simply wash 
its hands for the deeds of a part of 
its leadership. 

—MICHAEL BASILIO, 
Mount Zion Center, 
Jitlelleb04Q yahoo.com. ph 


GSIS loans and benefits 


means of communication with our 
members. Members no longer 
need to call us by telephone to in- 
quire about their GSIS records; 
they can instantly do this by log- 
ging on to our website (www.gsis. 
gov.ph). Soon there will also be 
the Text GSIS program, where 
members can text in all their GSIS 
queries and concerns to 4747. 

We also have expedited the pro- 
cedure for loans and claims appli 
cations. Gone is the usual long list 
of documentary requirements. 
Once members fill out the applica- 


tion forms and sign the tentative 
computation of proceeds, their 
loans and benefits will be pro- 
cessed within 4 and 24 hours, re- 
spectively. Faster transactions 
mean lesser complaints. And if 
they do have more complaints, we 
will provide them with business 
forms that will facilitate the fol- 
low-up of documents. 
—ALEX М. VALENCERINA, 
senior vice president, 
Field Operations Group, 
Government Service and 
Insurance System. 


Envelope scandal reason for bishops to resign 


Т RECENTLY READ AN INSIGHT 
ful letter in the Opinion section of 
the Ingumer. It was written by 
someone whose name now es- 
capes me. But he said that the sor- 
ry state of morality in this country 
is actually a reflection of a failed 
Church. Whats more tragic is 
that the leaders of the Catholic 
Church in the Philippines don't 
seem to realize this. We have yet. 
to see them doing their part to 
correct the situation. 

Now come the “envelopes” 
from Malacañang. Obviously, 
some bishops saw nothing wrong 
in accepting the envelopes on the 


eve of their issuance of a pastoral 
letter on the most pressing issues 
facing the government. 

‘We now know what's wrong 
with the Church in this country. 
Our Church leaders are immoral 
themselves. And we are not refer- 
ring just to those who accepted 
the envelopes. We also refer to 
those who didn't accept their gifts 
from Malacafiang but chose to not 
speak against the “generosity” 
The bishops who accepted the en- 
velopes are not so naive not to’ 
know the motive for such generos- 
йу, especially considering йз un- 
holy timing. 


Our bishops should all resign 
from their posts to preserve the in- 
tegrity of the Church. Without this 
“act of penance,” no Filipino priest 
or bishop can now speak against 
the evils ofthis world. 

1 pray that our bishops, with 
the usual prayer and discern- 
ment, may come to realize the 
damage that they have wrought 
upon the Church by falling prey 
to the lure of the “ubiquitous en- 
velope." 

—GICO DAYANGHIRANG, 

78 Bacaca Rd., Barangay 19-B, 
Garcia Heights, 

Bajada, Davao City 
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No one to blame 
but RP oligarchy 


THIS IS IN REFERENCE TO 
Emesto Magtoto' letter, "Why the 
ruling elite are not keen on fight- 
ing graft and corruption," (PDI, 
7/15/06) and to Isagani Cruz's 
column, "Just a pale copy" (PDI, 
7/16/06) 

Magtoto and Cruz are right on 
the mark, except that the "ruling. 
elite" is really the oligarchy that. 
has ruled this country for the past 
100 years, with or without the 
American input. It is composed of 
a few hundred families that hold 
the Philippines in virtual servitude 
аз though it were their personal 
fiefdom. These are politicians at 
every level, large business owners, 
military officers, Church officials 
(oh yes, even the Church has dirty 
hands in how the Philippines has 
been abused for the past 400-plus 
years. One cannot ignore the way 
the Spanish Church treated the 
country under its stranglehold; to 
do so would be to avoid the truth 
and continue the charade). 

Cruz's mention of the phrase 
“little brown brothers,” allegedly 
used by US citizens, is a term that, 
in my 61 years of existence, new 
to my eyes and ears. 

For Magtoto and Cruz to be зо 
virulent іп their comments is 
dumbfounding. Were it not for the 
sacrifices of the United States and 
other countries, the official lan- 
guage of the country today would 
be Japanese. And those children 
allowed to live from 1941 on- 
wards would have been half- 
Japanese. And yes, the country 
‘would have been invaded, with or 
without our presence. 

The decision of Filipinos to wor- 
ship at the altar of US decadence is 
an individual choice, not one in- 
flicted or enforced on them. The 
choice to flee to any place but here. 
is not a decision made by the Unit- 
ed States for the Filipino; it is a Fil- 
ipino choice, prompted by the ac- 
tions of the Philippines oligarchy. 

The moral and ethical corrup- 
tion in the Filipino psyche is the re- 
al problem; not what happened 60 
or 360 years ago. It is hypocrisy for 
а person to go to Church and then 
walk out the door and screw any- 
one and everyone for anything. 

This nation needs to grow up 
and step up to the plate in ad- 
dressing its problems. For a few 
years, blaming everyone else was 
fine. Those days are gone. Other 
countries (including China, the 
Philippines’ new bosom buddy) 
will only do to the Philippines 
what it will allow them to do to it- 
self 

—LARRY WILSON, 
Berniebearfedway@hotmail.com 
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SC reforms to solve ACID problems 


THIS REFERS TO THE LETTER 
of Vic del Fierro Jr. ("RP justice 
system deserves a place in Gui 
ness book," PDI, 7/15/06), echo- 
ing Neal H. Cruzs perception of 
our justice system as "the world’s 
slowest, second to none." 

It is possible that both Del Fier- 
то and Cruz are not aware of the 
Supreme Courts Action Program 
for Judicial Reform (APR), which 
is the centerpiece of Chief Justice 
Artemio V Panganiban's magistra- 
cy. When he assumed office seven 
months ago, the Chief Justice 
vowed to rid the judiciary of what 
he called its ACID problems—ac- 
cess to justice by the poor, corrup- 
tion, incompetence and delay in 
the delivery of quality judgments. 

Allow me to cite some of the 
APIR projects whose salutary re- 
sults are now being felt. 

То address the problems of ac- 
cess to justice and delay in its deliv- 
ery, the Court launched the Justice 
on Wheels’ mobile court some time 
Таз year. Its implementation has so 
far resulted in fast-tracking the dis- 
position of nearly 1,000 cases and 
the early release of more than 300 
detainees. Two more mobile courts 
are soon to be deployed to other 
parts of the country to help decon- 
gest court dockets, 

The Court is also harnessing the 
power of information technology 
to speed up case disposition and 
enhance the competence of the 
nation's judges. The computeriza- 
ion of cours nationwide wil 
soon be completed. The Court's e- 
library has made all Supreme 
Court decisions and all laws en- 
acted from the curn of the century 
available and retrievable at the 
lick of a mouse. This will enable 


our judges to speed up court pro- 
cesses and render more informed 
decisions ata faster ate. 

Chief Justice Panganiban and 
his colleagues in the Supreme 
Court have also been cracking the 
whip on erring and incompetent 
judges, court personnel and 
lawyers. Within the first 100 days 
of his tenure, six judges have been 
meted out disciplinary penalties, 
including dismissals and suspen- 
sions. A total of 16 lower court 
employees were similarly sanc- 
tioned for various infractions of 
the New Code of Judicial Conduct 
and the Code of Conduct for Court 
Personnel, including four who 
Were dismissed from the service 
during that period. At the same 
time, 13 lawyers were either sus- 
pended or reprimanded, while 
one was disbarred 

The APJR has been recognized 
аз а paragon for other judiciaries 
by many international institu- 
tions, including the World Bank 
and UNDP 

While all reform initiatives are 
generally expected to take time in 
bearing fruit, the APJR has al- 
ready yielded positive results that 
augur well for finally putting an 
end to the ACID problems corrod- 
ing the people's faith and confi- 
dence in our courts of law. But let 
те reassure the public that the 
Supreme Court will not be found 
wanting in its vigilance and deter- 
mination to do right by the na- 
tion, 

—ISMAELG. KHAN JR, 
assistant court administrator. 
and chief, 

Public Information Office, 
Supreme Court, 

Padre Faura, Manila 


No PSALM bonus for anyone 


THIS IS TO RESPOND TO AN 
item in Conrado Banal IIs col- 
umn titled “Talk is chief” (PDI, 
7/18/06) Banal alleged that I, 
along with members of the Public. 
Sector Assets and Liabilities Man- 
agement Board "gifted themselves 
with P10 million of our hard- 
earned tax money as a bonus for 
the successful sale of Masinloc." 

‘This isan outright ie. I never re- 
ceived any single centavo of the al- 
leged "P10 million bonus"; neither 
did any PSALM board member. 

My stand on stricter and more 
stringent limits to cross-owner- 


ship between the distribution and 
generation sectors stems from my 
concern to reduce the cost of pow- 
er and give relief to the consumers 
who have long suffered the high 
cost of power. I hope Banal will 
support this effort. 

I will appreciate it if Banal 
would refrain from unfair person- 
al innuendos and stick to the facts 
of the case. I hope he will clarify 
this in faimess to myself and 
members of the PSALM board. 

—ROMULOL. NERI, 
secretary, National Economie 
and Development Authority 


IF you have any complaints, grievances or suggestions about the 
treatment of news and photos by the Inquirer, you may write to the 
Readers’ Advocate, Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces Avenue, 
corner Yague and Mascardo Streets, City of Makati or send a fax to 
Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail readersadvocate@ inquir- 
ercom.ph 

Writers of letters to the editor are requested to include their com- 
plete address and telephone or pager number or e-mail address for 
verification purposes. The Inquirer will not publish any letter unless 
such information is supplied. 
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ataan villages flooded 
as currents breach dike 
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BALANGA CITY—THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL OF 
Dinalupihan, Bataan, declared a state of calamity on 
Wednesday after strong currents breached an old 
dike and flooded at least 15 of the town’s 46 villages. 


Mayor Joel Payumo said the dec- 
Jaration would allow the local gov- 
emment to use money from the 
calamity fund for relief rescue and 
emergency measures, 

At least 6,500 families live in 
the flooded villages, he said. 

Payumo said the Pentor-Daang 
Bago River overflowed and sent wa- 
ter through a 200-meter damaged 
portion of the dike, causing floods 
three to four feet deep, 

Residents fled to safety as wa- 
ter burst through the Sta. Isabel 
section of the dike at past 7 a.m. 
on Tuesday, the mayor said. 

They piled sandbags to plug 
the breach in the dike, which was 
builtin the 1960s. 

Payumo said the Gapan-San 
Fernando-Olongapo Road in 


Barangay Layac was under two to 
three feet of water, making it 
passable only to trucks. 

He said he had alerted Narciso 
Abaya, president of the Bases 
Conversion Development Au- 
thority, on the possible threat of 
flooding to the Dinalupihan sec- 
tion of the Subic-Clark-Tarlac Ex- 
pressway. The river is 3 km from 
the construction site. 

The regional Office of Civil De- 
fense said at least 104 families in 
Dinalupihan had fled to houses of 
their relatives: 

Gov. Enrique Garcia ordered 
the release of 500 sacks of rice to 
7,000 families whose houses 
were flooded in Dinalupihan and 
Hermosa towns. 

Records from the provincial 


government said the floods de- 
stroyed P1.3 million worth of rice 
and other agricultural crops in Di- 
nalupihan, Hermosa and Abucay. 

In Zambales, officials in San 
Narciso town ordered the evacua- 
tion of 575 families in Barangays 
La Paz, Pascual, Alusiis and Liber- 
tad as floodwater rose following 
the breaching of the Vega-Macul- 
cul dike on Tuesday night. 

Rescue teams from the Philip- 
pine Army, Subic Bay Metropolitan 
‘Authority and the US Navy Training 
Center were helping in the evacua- 
tion, according to Neri Amparo, 
OCD director in Central Luzon. 

OCD reports said at least three 
major rivers in Zambales were 
choked with Mt. Pinatubo lahar. 

The Department of Public 
Works and Highways ordered the 
close monitoring of major bridges 
like Macolcol in San Felipe town 
and Bucao in Botolan town to 
prevent the province's isolation 
from the rest of Central Luzon. 


In Bulacan, а man died in San 
Jose del Monte City on Tuesday 
when he was swept by water from 
an overflowing creek. 

Reports from the Provincial Dis- 
aster Coordinating Office (PDCO) 
said Dodong Dionisio, 21, 
drowned when a creek in Baran- 
gay Gaya-gaya overflowed. 

PDCO reports said at least 36 
villages in the towns of Bocaue, 
Obando, Marilao, Balagtas and 
Meycauayan, and in Malolos City 
were flooded. 

Sections of the MacArthur 
Highway in Meycauayan, Marilao 
and Bocaue, which were closed to 
light vehicles on Tuesday, were 
opened on Wednesday. 

Water level at the Ipo Dam on 
‘Wednesday dropped to 100.79 me- 
ters following the release of im- 
pounded water on Tuesday night, 
The spilling level is 101 m. Reports 
from Tonette Orejas, Greg Refrac- 
cion, Cesar Villa and Carmela 
Reyes, PDI Central Luzon Desk 


Appeal to exempt veggie trucks from load limit on NLEx rejected 


By Delmar C. 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


tons per axle was applicable to 
all vehicles regardless of the 
goods they transport—vegeta- 
bles, poultry, cement, rice, lum- 
ber or steel. 

“The law provided the limit 
and our only duty is to imple- 
ment it," he told farmers and 
members of the Benguet 
Traders and Truckers Associa- 
tion (BTTA) and Benguet Veg- 
etable Truck Drivers Associa- 
tion (BVTDA) in a consultation 
here on Tuesday. 


LA TRINIDAD, BENGUET— 
The National Road Board and 
the Department of Public 
Works and Highways rejected 
appeals to exenipt vegetable 
trucks from the load limit on. 
cargo imposed by the anti- 
overloading law (Republic Act 
8794). 

Alberto Suansing, NRB direc- 
tor, said the load of 13.5 metric 
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Another cell site razed 
LIBMANAN, Camarines Sur—Elght suspected New People's Army rebels 
‘set fire to a Globe cell site along the Maharlika Highway on Monday after- 
noon. Insp. Joel Herrero, chief of the Municipal Police Office, sald the rebels. 
ransacked, destroyed and burned pleces of equipment that Included the 
control tower of the cell site before they retreated to the Tangco Vaca moun- 
tain at the southwestern part of the town. Herrero said a certain Wilfredo 
Belgica, 53, caretaker of the Globe cell site, sald It took the armed men 
about 30 minutes to destroy it. Since January, at least 10 Globe towers In 
different parts of the country have been attacked. 

Juan Escandor Jr, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


‘Ka Roger’ arrested 

CALAMBA CITY—Police arrested a former New People's Army (NPA) rebel 
who had become the most wanted leader of an organized crime group In La- 
guna on Friday. Supt. Ricardo Villanueva, chief of the Special Operations 
Group-Laguna, said Larry Passion, 43, who used "Ka Roger" as his allas 
while he was still an active NPA rebel, was facing several charges for rob- 
bery and hijacking. He is the leader of the Larry Passion Group involved in 
hijacking, highway robberies, holdup, car theft, gun-for-hire, and drug traf- 
ficking. Marlon Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau. 


4 dead in shootings 
CALAMBA CITY—Four people, two of them suspected of involvement in oil. 
pliferage, were killed and two others wounded in two separate shooting іпсі- 
dents here last weekend. On Sunday, two motorcycle-ríding men gunned 
down two suspected members of a syndicate Involved in pilferage along a 
narrow road in Barangay Makiling. In a report, police said Armando Matira, 
44, and his brother Arnel, 40 were travelling on a barangay road at about. 
11:30 a.m. in a jeep driven by their cousin Nelson Matira, 35, when gunmen 
carrying .45 cal. pistols waylald them. The brothers were killed on the spot 
while their cousin took а bulletin the eft arm. Four hours later, a former 
Army soldier shot dead a lawyer and his cousin in Barangay Canlubang. 
Rodel Constantino, 42, of Parafiaque City, and Lazaro Andres, 55, of Bacoor, 
Cavite, were surveying the property of Alaska Corp. in Sitio Old Stable when 
they were shot by suspect Camelion Montecilla, 35. He said the victims. 
were with the suspect when the latter grabbed Constantino's .45 cal. pistol. 
Marlon Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Wage hike in C. Mindanao 
COTABATO CITY—The Regional Tripartite Wages and Productivity Board 
(RTWPB) has approved new minimum wage rates for Central Mindanao, 
showing an average raise of Р10.50 per day. The new rates will apply to 
workers of Sarangani, Sultan Kudarat, North and South Cotabato, including 
the cities of General Santos, Koronadal, Tacurong, Kidapawan and Cotabato. 
Non-agricultural workers will gt P224 (to include P11 cost of living al- 
Jowance), higher by P10.50 compared to the previous P213.50, said reglon- 
al board secretary Joel Evangelista. Except for plantation workers, farmers 

receive P205 (P5-Cola included). Plantation employees will get P208 
(with РВ Cola). Retall and service workers will get P212 (P6 Cola) dally. The 
new rates take effect 15 days after publication, Evangelista said. 

Charlie Sefiase, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Negros drug lord convicted, draws life term 


Mariano Alquiza, DPWH- 
Cordillera director, said exemp- 
tion could not be granted since 
overloaded trucks would re- 
duce the life span of national 
roads or would cause mechani- 
cal defects among trucks that 
would likely trigger fatal road 
accidents, 

He said 120000 of the 
970,000 road accidents yearly 
were traced to overloaded vehi- 
des. 

The BTTA and the BVTDA 


earlier complained that the an- 
ti-overloading law enforced at 
the North Luzon Expressway 
(NLEx) has drastically cut the 
volume of their vegetable deliv- 
ery to Metro Manila, resulting 
in an annual loss of P2.4 bil- 
lion. 

Drivers and truckers said veg. 
etable haulers must be exempted 
from the load limit because their 
cargo was perishable and depen- 
dent on quotas and price fluctua- 
tions, 


But the Manila North Toll- 
ways Corp. (MNTC), the NLEx 
operator, said it could not lift 
the load limit or else risk all car- 
go trucks asking for the same 
privilege. 

Renato Ticzon, MNTC market- 
ing director, said traders should 
instead leam how to properly 
pack their cargo. 

He said the NLEX's expected 
life of six years would be 'serious- 
ly threatened" if overloaded 
trucks were allowed to use it 


"Amending RA 8794 is not 
also a wise option since the 
load limit might even be de- 
creased to 12 metric tons per 
axle,” said Raul Ignacio, MNTC 
vice president for assurance 
services. 

"This is because the 13.5 met- 
ric tons per axle is even very high 
compared to international stan- 
dards. Some European countries 
and the United States observe 10 
to 12 metric tons per axle [lim 
it]," he said, 


Special forces from the Philippine Navy conduct an antiterrorism drill at the Davao Gulf near. 
the Sta, Ana Wharf in Davao City. The focus of the drill was the fight against piracy at sea. 


Bishop admits 
info on mining 
‘second hand’ 


SORSOGON CITY—A BISHOP WHO HEADED 
an investigation of two mine spills in Rapu-Ra- 
pu refused to testify on the findings of his team, 
saying the pieces of information he had on min- 
ing on the island were all “second hand." 

‘Judge Raul de Leon of the Regional Trial 
Court Branch 52 issued a subpoena to Sorso- 
gon Bishop Arturo Bastes, who headed the 
now-defunct commission, to help the court in 
deciding on the motion for a temporary re- 
straining order filed by lawyer Gil Gojol. 

Bastes said he wrote the court and asked that 
he be excused from testifying as he was not an 
‘expert on the issue and that his information on 
the mining operations were all “second-hand.” 

"I am not the proper person that should be 
asked to testify because my knowledge is not 
first-hand information. They should summon 
Charles Avila or the other members of the com- 
mission who are technical people,” he said. 

The motion for a TRO was filed July 5 here, 
well ahead of a similar case filed in Manila by 
some 800 antimining advocates. 

The Mines and Geosciences Bureau has 
asked the court to deny the motion, saying it 
маз premature, 

MGB Director Horacio Ramos, in a reply 
sent to the court, said the test run was not an 
assurance that mining operation in Rapu-Ra- 
pu would be allowed to fully resume by the 
government. 

He said the MGB was the proper govern- 
ment agency to determine whether or not the 
mining operation should be allowed to con- 
tinue, and not the courts. 

 Gojol said he filed the case on behalf of more 
than 2,000 fishermen and fish vendors who 
claimed their livelihood suffered as a result of 
‘two waste spills from the mining operations. 

Officials of the Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources, led by Environment 
Secretary Angelo Reyes, vouched for the safe- 
ty of the mining operation after inspecting the 


BING GONZALESPOI PHOTO 


mining site and из facilities. 

‘The Bastes commission has recommended 
to the government, among other things, the 
cancellation of ће company’s environmental 
compliance certificate, saying mining could 


By Carla P. Gomez 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


BACOLOD CITY—ONE OF NEGROS 
Occidentals alleged notorious drug 
lords was sentenced to life in prison for 
the transport of shabu in Aklan in 
2003. 

Jose Kim Banay Cuadra, alias Boy 
Cuadra, was found guilty of violating 
the Dangerous Drugs Act by Aklan Re- 
gional Trial Court Judge Niovady 


Marin in a ruling he handed down 
Tuesday amid tight security at his 
courtroom in Kalibo, according to 
clerk of court George Wendell Vil- 
lanueva. 

Marin also ordered Cuadra to 
pay a P500,000 fine, Villanueva 
said. 

Immediately after the sentence 
was handed down, a police escort 
took Cuadra to the Caticlan Airport 
where he was immediately flown to 


be detained at the national peniten- 
tiary in Muntinlupa, Villanueva 
said. 

A white plastic bottle containing 
shabu (methamphetamine hydrochlo- 
ride) weighing 11.33 grams was 
seized from Cuadra when he was ar- 
rested at the Caticlan Airport on April 
22,2003. 

Court records showed that Cuadra 
‘was arrested by the Caticlan aviation 
security while he was about to trans- 


port shabu to Bacolod City on a char- 
tered plane. 

Cuadra claimed he was framed by his 
arresting officers but the court said 
there was no evidence to support his al- 
legation. 

“It is also incredible and impossi- 
ble that the aviation security officers 
who just came to know the accused a 
few minutes before his arrest could 
readily resort to such a scheme,” he 
said. 


never be safe in Rapu-Rapu due to its fragile 
ecosystem, 

The commission's report was cited by Gojol 
in his petition and asked the court to summon 
Bastes to testify on the findings. 

Lafayette officials, meanwhile, said the 
motion for TRO had no legal basis and would 
bring injury to the company, its employees, 
suppliers and the host communities. 

They sought the case's dismissal, citing tech- 
nical infirmity in the case after it noted the ab- 
sence ofa certification of non-forum shopping. 
Bobby Labalan, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
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Hoping 
for less 
destruction - 


By Gil Francis Arevalo 
Legazpi City 


HE WAY RICARDO DY SEES IT, 
the quiet yet unpredictable be- 
havior of Mayon volcano is simi- 
lar to that prior to its 1984 erup- 
tion, considered one of the most 
destructive since 1814, but ca- 
sualties would be fewer than be- 
fore since disaster management 


has become more extensive. 

Dy, 73, the oldest Mayon climber and offi 
cer of the Provincial Disaster Coordinating 
Council, recalls that when the volcano blew 
up in August 1984, almost 80 people died, in- 
cluding farmers and children, who were 
trapped within the permanent danger zone. 

Cascading volcanic debris engulfed com- 
munities and destroyed many houses, roads, 
farms and infrastructure facilities, including 
the once popular Marcos golf course in Li- 
dong, Sto. Domingo town, 

Such would hardly happen now since peo- 
ple have been receiving immediate informa- 
tion through different mediums tapped by the 
local disaster coordinating councils and the 
government units, he says. 

With work force, technology, systems and 
evacuation centers on stand-by, Dy says casu- 
alties and destruction to property would be 
minimal in case of a major eruption within 
thenext few days. 


Experienced 

A former director of the provincial Office of 
Civil Defense, Dy holds the record of more than 
500 ascents to Mayon's summit since 1943. 

"Happening only in a matter of days, the 
1984 eruption was characterized by an in- 
creasing surge of pyroclastic materials, trick- 
les of lava, emissions of increasing volume of 
gas, and the presence of numerous fumaroles 
or volcanic vents," Dy says. 

With the "erratic reactions of Mayon," the 
looming major eruption could happen soon, 
he notes. If more signs of an imminent erup- 
tion are found, he warns of an ensuing mud 
flow or ash fall capable of destroying many 
lives and property. 
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RICARDO Dy, the oldest climber of Mayon, shows the danger areas around Mount Mayon. 


Mayon, at 2,402 m (8,077 В) above sea level, is 
considered more dangerous than Mount Pinatubo 
and other active volcanoes in the Philippines, 

The PDCC has consistently warned people 
to leave the 6-km-radius permanent danger 
zone due to heightened activity associated 
with continuous rumbling that signals the re- 
lease of inner pressure through the summit 

Cedric Daep, the council's operations officer, 
and Eduardo Laguerta of the Philippine Insti- 
tute of Volcanology and Seismology have al- 
ready issued warnings to local government 
units to brace for the worst in the coming days. 

Residents of Barangays Lidong and Sta. 
Misericordia in Sto. Domingo and Culiat in 
Daraga still recall the “wounds” they suffered 
during the 1984 eruption, 

"It was total nightmare for us. We lost our 
two children, small farm land and precious 
carabao. We were able to move on, but every 
time I hear or see people in panic, it is some 
kind of torture to me,” Lhea Balunso, 46, a 
resident of Lidong, says. 


Unforgettable fire 

Three months before the 1984 eruption, Dy 
accompanied Australian climber Graeme 
Walker to the summit. 

He remembers the time when they sudden- 
ly choked from gas emitted by the volcano. 

‘They were surprised by the height of the 
plug above the rim, which used to be several 
meters below. Plugs are solidified magma. 


NRO SUP ORSETA. 


It was a sign of imminent eruption and the 
two had to go down fast. 

"Tcould not panic because I was considering 
my companion and there was no other choice, 
but to go down as fast as we could and find a 
safer place possibly within Mayon,” Dy adds. 

“Ir was really frightening as there was no pri- 
ог notice from the concerned agency that May- 
оп was already on its new eruption phase, but 
‘we saw with our very eyes the increased volume 
of gas, the presence of volcanic vents, and the 
molten magma from the voleano boiling about 
several kilometers away from ош feet,” he says. 

Dy recalls that the changing color of the 
clouds and the rise of grayish hot steam, 
along with the sudden loud rumblings, were 
simply astounding. 

What happened after three months was a 
violent eruption characterized by horrific lava 
explosion. 

“Tt was the most challenging thing to hap- 
pen to me as far as climbing Mayon and sav- 
ing lives in times of disaster are concerned. It 
is comparable to the time I reached the top of 
опе of the world's most beautiful volcanoes at 
the age of 10. I was feeling the need to over- 
come one's fear again,” he recounts. 

"At least, people are now listening to the 
warnings and contingency plans are being 
laid out early. I believe that we have gained 
from the past experiences as we have been 
able to establish a more extensive disaster 
‘management program,” he says. 


Fiy to Bicol ata 
seat sale price of P99++! 
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Sale Period : July 20 to 27, 2006 


Travel Period : August 17 to ‘October 19, 2006 


Starting August 17, 2006, Cebu Pacific will fly daily to 
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It's time everyone flies. 


Noted poet : 
tells youth: > 
Love reading 


By Ephraim Aguilar 
Camalig, Albay Di 
IVING A SERENE LIFE IN 
what he fondly calls a "jtin- 
gle” is a silent treasure of 
Philippine literature, a poet of 
undiminished passion who télls 
young people to dedicate mére 
time to reading and not to forget 
their own culture. 
Now 83, Celedonio де 
йш э кеш | [TR 
tionally acclaimed ро- 
et but has managed to 
be quiet and humble 
about his feats through 
the years, chose to live 
in his retirement home 
at Comun Village in 
the third-class munici- 
pality (annual income: 
P21 million-P27 mil- 
lion) of Camalig in Al- 
bay, far from the hurly- 
burly of urban life, de- 
lighted by its tranquil 
atmosphere. 
Celedonio, who was 
born on March 6, 1923 
in Albay, is the writer 
behind the poetry 
books "Shaken Shad- 
ows” (1966), “Time 
and Sunken Sun" 
(1971), "Pink Sun and Neutral Dust” (1978), 
and “Before the Tide Sets In” (2004). " 
"His books are "Readings in Philippine Litera- 
tur" (1994), “Critiques on Poetry" (1997), 
“Speaking and Writing English” (1997), and 
derstanding Poetry Through imagery” (2000), 


Noble teacher 

Despite a sudden shift from a military career, 
Celedonio still managed to soar high in teach- 
ing job, though he did not have an innate pas- 
sion for it. 

He began as an elementary teacher iri 1946 
at the Camalig District School. He also taught 
English in various public and private schools. 

Eventually, he became a dean in different 
undergraduate and graduate schools and a 
general education supervisor for the Higher 
Education Division in Bicol, now the Commis- 
sion on Higher Education. 

His love for teaching was also paralleled by'his 
unending search for leaming. He stopped teach- 
ing and headed for Manila to pursue his studies. 

Celedonio earned three masteral degrees 
and one doctorate in Bicol University, Silliman 
University and the University of the Philip- 
pines Diliman from the 1960s to the 1980s. 


POET Celedoni 
Aguilar in bis mini- 
library beside his 
retirement homeat 
Comun Village in , 
Camalig, Albay 
where bookshe | 
wrote and read are 
kept as treasures, 
CONTREUTEDPHOTO 


Struggling 

It was through reading children’s poerfisas 
demanded by his job asa grade school teacher 
that he discovered his talent in poet 

His first published poem was “Firefly”-in 
1947 on the nationally circulated Journal of 
Education Teachers Magazine. 

At 28, he started to evolve from being a 
writer of children's poems to a mature póet 
until he was able to publish not justin various 
papers and magazines but in books as wel] In 
1951, "Shadow of Self” was published inthe 
weekly Women's Magazine. 

Celedonio's poems usually centered опда- 
ture, death, life, and culture. 

Now at 83 and spending most of his thinking. 
sessions in his gazebo, he still continues to write. 

Celedonio knows what made Filipino poets 
extra special. A rich culture, he said, is,en- 
graved in évery Filipino artist. 

"We Filipinos have profound cultural rpots 
which give depth to our works," he said, 

However, this has a downside, too, he said 
The cultural profundity becomes the pget’s 
struggle and hurdle to international accep- 
tance and renown by alienating the interna- 
tional readership. 


Multimedia age 

According to Celedonio, the proliferation 
of different mediums of communication is al- 
soa challenge facing veteran Filipino poets. 

He said the emergence of the Internet. has 
lessened the people's love for books they pas- 
sionately and persistently write. 

"It makes access to information faster. hut 
sadly it has taught people to be lazy. It made 
them read less and learn less. These technolo- 
gies can just be a support but basically we all 
need to read books, the richest source of 
knowledge," Celedonio said. 

He added that the Internet, though serving 
asa big window to the rest of the world, was 
also detrimental to the Filipinos’ cultural fiber 
if “we will not give culture enough impor- 
tance and forget it." EH 

"How will we be able to hand down our 
rich cultural heritage to the future genera- 
tions if we are inclined to forget it in the first. 
place? The most effective antidote to rhis 
problem is to read, read, read Filipino books 
and literature,” Celedonio said. кы 
(The writer is not related to the poet. ~Ed.) 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Some excerpts from the secret FBI files 


(Editors Note: The INQUIRER late 
last year ran a series of articles on 
US “Embassy reports about the 
Philippines which were believed to 
be part of the stolen FBI files, The 
embassy had declined comment on. 
those reports which referred to 
plots against President Macapa- 
‘gal-Arroyo, Here are some of the 
highlights of those reports): 


April 15,2005 report 
^ ө The broad support that Ms 
Arroyo enjoyed following her in- 
auguration last year has faded 
and public frustration with the 
;'«onomy, corruption and the 
[stalled efforts at reform have tak- 
“eh their toll on her standing. 
> e Reports from the US De- 


Estrada: I 


From page Al 
"stépped down (from office),” said 
"Estrada, who was ousted in Jan- 
"лату 2001 by people power. 
‘But Estrada said he received 
~documents from Aquino’s alleged 

Coconspirator—Leandro Атар- 
oncillo, a former Federal Bureau 
of Investigation analyst. 

Aragoncillo, a Filipino-Ameri- 
can who pleaded guilty early this 
year, had said his actions were 
aimed at helping politicians who 
wanted to overthrow President 

Macapagal-Arroyo. 

“Estrada said he was not even 
close to Aquino, who is associated 
‘with Lacson, Aquino's superior 
officer at the PNP for many years. 


Falling out 
"The former President and Lac- 
son had a falling out when the lat- 
tet ran for President in 2004 de- 

, spite Estrada's plea that the sena- 
tor support the presidential bid of 


fense Attaché's Office suggest 
[the plotters} are planning an un- 
defined “military operation” in- 
volving elements from all four 
services thats intended to intimi- 
date the President into resigning, 

* Rumors are rampant but 
vague, though the latest have of- 
ficers moving against Ms Arroyo 
soon, possibly as early as May 
2005. 

© Information on her hard 
core supporters, including how 
well armed or organized [they] 
are, also is imprecise, Some re- 
porting suggests, however, that 
Ms Arroyo may depend on these 
groups rather than her unreliable 
military to defend her adminis- 
tration, 


didn’t get documents 


the late actor Fernando Poe Jr. 

“I cannot be linked to Aquino 
because т not even close to Ping 
(Lacson) ... it cannot happen," he 
said. 

Estrada said Gonzalez was bet- 
ter off using the powers of the jus- 
tice department in going after 
former Justice Hernando Perez, 
who is accused of extorting $2 
million from an Argentine energy 
firm. 

The money reportedly came 
from the $14-million bribe for the. 
approval of the contract for the 
Caliraya-BotocanKalayaan hy- 
droelectric plant in Laguna won 
by the Industrias Metalurgicas 
Pescamora Sociedad Anonima 
(тра). 

“He should concentrate on the 
Perez issue. All documents are 
there staring him in the face," he 
said of the documents sent by 
Swiss authorities allegedly con- 
firming the transfer of money by 
Perez through a Swiss bank. 


* Despite being incarcerated 
for almost four years, deposed 
President Joseph Estrada still 
maintains the highest popularity 
ratings in the country. He equates 
legitimacy with popular support 
and his intention to revive the 
pro-Estrada fervor has already 
produced destabilization rumors. 


June 2, 2005 report 

* Information from the mili- 
tary and civilian contacts de- 
scribes two separate military fac- 
tions plotting to remove Ms Ar- 
тоуо: A radical group of junior of- 
ficers and a more cautious group 
of flag officers. 

* The younger officers report- 
edly had planned to oust the Pres- 


Estrada wondered why the 
government had yet to file a for- 
mal charge against Perez 

“why is Gonzalez too quick to 
jump on the Aquino issue, but 
slow on the Nani Perez or (Jo- 
celin), Joc-joc Bolante and Hello 
Garci issues?” he said. 

Bolante is the former agricul- 
ture undersecretary who is ac- 
cused of disbursing P728-million 
in fertilizer fund to allies of Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo to ensure 
her victory in the 2004 presiden- 
tial election. (Story on Page A1.) 

The Hello Garci issue refers to 
purported wiretapped conversa- 
tions between a former election 
commissioner and Ms Arroyo, 
which the opposition claims in- 
volved the rigging of the 2004 
elections. 


Barking up wrong tree 

‘Sought for comment, Gonzalez 
said Estrada's admission that he 
received documents from Arag- 


ident and support an opposition- 
led core-committee of leaders. 

But the generals have indi- 
cated that they will be compelled 
to act before the reassignments 
and/or retirements are an- 
nounced in July 2005, 

Plans by opposition groups 
would begin with civilian demon- 
strations or strikes that would 
provoke an overreaction from Ms 
Arroyo, providing a pretext for 
military action. 

Several crucial factors, how- 
ever, should lead plotters to con- 
clude a coupis premature, 

* No political cover: In addi- 
tion to the problem of a lack of 
pretext, civilian support may be 
indoubt, 


ө Sensitive reporting indi- 
cates civilian anti-Arroyo groups, 
including the Church, business 
organizations and labor, have 
backed away from dissident mili- 
tary efforts to involve them in the 
plot. 

© Key units are currently un- 
der the command of Arroyo loyal- 
ists, and her intelligence services 
are generally believed to have 
been monitoring individuals sus- 
pected of opposing her. 

* In view of the substantial 
number of plotters—it is a virtual 
certainty that Ms Arroyo is aware 
of the plotting. 

* According to our source, the 
opposition has not indicated as to 
what type of transition govern- 


from Michael Ray 


oncillo did not make him any less 
guilty of espionage. 

“It was as if he already admit- 
ted receiving documents from 
Aquino because Aquino and 
Aragoncillo are co-conspirators,” 
he said. 

As to the Perez case, he said he 
had already turned the matter to 
the Office of the Ombudsman, 
which is investigating the case. 

“He is barking up the wrong 
tree. Tell him 1 don't have any- 
thing to do with the Perez case," 
he said. 


Fall guy 

In Malacafiang, Press Secre- 
tary Ignacio Bunye said Aquino 
was nothing but a "fall guy" for 
the real agents of evil," 

“In admitting his guilt, Aquino 
has virtually confirmed the dark 
plan staged by his bosses in the 
‘opposition to destabilize and un- 
dermine our democratic system 
by foul means, including spying 


on our foremost ally in, the 
world,” Bunye said, 

‘The Palace, he said, “welcomes 
the fact that justice has been 
served but it is clear that Aquino 
is just a sacrificial lamb and a fall 
guy for the real agents of evil that 
planned an aborted conspiracy 
against the Filipino people." 

He said the the Philippine gov- 
ernment would follow the trail of 
evilto the end, "While we leave to 
the US justice system the penal- 
ties that would be imposed on 
Aquino, we assure the Filipino 
people that he will still have a lot 
of explaining to do should he be 
deported back to the Philip- 
pines," Bunye said. 


Embarrassing situation 

In the House of Representa- 
tives, Deputy Minority Leader 
Alan Peter Cayetano said 
Aquino's plea bargain also bene 
fited Ms Arroyo because it 
saved her from an embarrass- 


saca АВ 


ment will be installed after she is 
removed, or who would lead it, 

e А civilian government, 
which would call for new elec: 
tions within a year, has some sup- 
port among most observers, 
However, several diplomats 
maintained that they are worried 
that radical military elements 
might envision a longer stay, if 
given support to oust Ms Arroyo. 


July 12, 2005 report 

* (The Embassy) cannot fully 
rule out a possible near-term at- 
tempt to oust Ms Arroyo, but sees 
no chance of success given the 
fragmented, weak opposition and 
continued lack of a galvanizing 
issue, 


ingsituation. 

"Aquino not only saved Sena- 
tor Lacson and former President. 
Estrada from being indicted but 
actually saved the Arroyo admin- 
istration from having to answer 
these issues in that international 
court of public opinion,” he said. 

Cayetano, a lawyer, explained 
that if the trial pushed through, 
the prosecution would have to 
produce the documents admit- 
tedly taken from the White 
House, which includes reports on 
Ms Arroyo, her administration, 
and possibly information on the 
"Hello, Garci" tapes. 

"And this would be a huge em- 
‘barrassment for GMA (President 
Arroyo) not only locally but inter- 
nationally. So its the administra- 
tion that's able to breathe a breath 
of fresh air by Michael Ray plead- 
ing guilty because these docu- 
ments may be the straw that break 
the camel's back,” he said. With a 
report from Michael Ubac 


Bolante's asylum bid puts him beyond reach of RP law 


From page Al 


avoid repatriation and evade trial 
on charges of large-scale corrup- 

"tion, malversation and plunder of 
government funds. 

"Bolante obviously availed 
himself of the US system to give 
him time and to escape Philippine 
law by applying for asylum. He 
knows for a fact that he is not 
qualified to do so but he also 
knows that the US process will 
take quite some time before his 
application is officially denied," 
‘Chavez said. 

“So in the meantime, truth has 
to be buried temporarily in the 
files of unsorted rubbish, This 
gives a temporary comfort zone 
for his benefactors in Mala- 
cafiang,” he said. 


Palace offers security 

Yesterday, Malacaüang as- 
sured Bolante that Philippine 
authorities can provide him 
with security against commu- 
nist hit men. 

“If it is true, we will provide 
shim with the necessary security 


should he decide to come home,” 
Executive Secretary Eduardo Er- 
mita said. 

But Senate Minority Leader 
Aquilino Pimentel Jr. does not ex- 
pect the government “to do any- 
thing," saying it is “to the Presi- 
dents advantage that һе 
(Bolante) is kept away from our 
Jurisdiction.” 

Bolante, a close associate of 
First Gentleman Mike Arroyo, 
is seeking asylum in the US be- 
cause, he claims, the NPA is out 
to kill him for his disburse- 
ment of the P728 million in fer- 
tilizer funds that the NPA be- 
lieves disadvantaged the farm- 
ers, said a source in Los Ange- 
les. 

The funds were disbursed to 
allies of President Macapagal-Ar- 
toyo purportedly to help ensure 
her victory in the the 2004 presi- 
dential election. 

In a statement, Rosal said 
Bolante should be repatriated to 
the country "so he could spill the 
beans on how he connived with. 
Malacafiang to use the fertilizer 
fund as well as the recovered 


Marcos wealth to bankroll Gloria 
Arroyo's 2004 electoral campaign 
and bribe various government 
and election officials to secure 
her victory” 

Bolante left Manila last year af- 
ter ignoring several Senate sum- 
monses to appear at its inquiry in- 
to the alleged mismanagement of 
the fertilizer fund in the runup to 
the 2004 elections. 

On July 7, Bolante flew into 
Los Angeles from Seoul suppos- 
edly carrying a canceled B1/B2 
visa, and was arrested by US im- 
migration authorities at the air- 
port. 

His arrest came four months 
after the Senate agriculture com- 
mittee concluded its inquiry into 
the anomaly and recommended 
the fling of charges against 
Bolante, the architect of the fund 
disbursement, and several other 
current and former agriculture 
officials before the Office of the 
Ombudsman. 

He is set to appear before Fed- 
eral Judge DD Sitgraves in the 
immigration court at the San Pe- 
dro Detention Center in Califor- 


nia on July 31. 


Oddities 

Chavez noted that the "unex- 
plained oddities" in the cancel- 
lation of Bolante's visa, his de- 
tention, and his application for 
asylum pointed to the collusion 
of Malacafiang and some US of. 
ficials to keep the former agri- 
culture undersecretary in the 
US. 

“His case is very strange. 
They canceled his visa while he 
was still on flight to the US. But 
instead of immediately deport- 
ing him back to the country, 
which is the usual practice, they 
detained him and allowed him 
to apply for asylum,” Chavez 
said. 

Some senators scoffed at 
Bolante's plan to seek political 
asylum in the US even, as they 
pressed the Philippine govern- 
ment to take steps to block this. 

“What persecution? As a mat- 
ter of fact he's being coddled by 
the authorities of government,” 
Pimentel said. 

He pointed out that political 


UP engineers’ landfill is a dream dump 


“From page Al 


* nët few months. 
~"Once operational, it can ser- 
Vice the entire Metro Manila and 
“Bulacan province. 

The site in Sitio Tiakad, Baran- 
gay San Mateo, is the best ever for 
а landfill project for its sheer size 
ind strategic location, said the pro- 
"et proponent, chemical engineer 
“Ramon Angelo. "A waste memorial 
Bark, a showcase of waste han- 
dling in the country” he said. 

"This project will hopefully be a 
very good example of a facility for 
proper solid waste management in 
‘the country, with all its required 
coimponents, said engineer My- 
“Tene M. Palaypayon, the team lead- 
ei 

Angelo said the project was con- 
‘€eptualized in line with the gov- 
“ernment’s policy to adopt a sys- 
tematic, comprehensive and sound 
‘ecological solid waste manage- 
‘ment program under Republic Act 
No. 9003, or the Ecological Solid 
‘Waste Management Act of 2000, to 
‘ensure public health and protec- 
tion of the environment, 


ECC grant 

Officials of the Department of 
Erivironment and Natural Re- 
sources granted an environment 
learance certificate for the project 
rott June 23, with a Category 4 
grade, the highest given so far to a 
Тапай project. The document al- 
lows the proponent to widen the 


area to 148 hectares of land in the 
next few years. 

Al landfills, it is said, are 
dumps, but not all landfills are 
dumps. Unlike an ordinary dump, 
a landfill is covered with a layer of 
soil after treating every three to 
four meters of garbage, Aside from 
soil cover, a landfill, before receiv- 
ing waste, is spread with compos- 
ite soil liner to protect the water- 
shed. 

Alandfillis also treated with en- 
zymes to prevent pests and foul 
smell. 

‘At least 10 major dumps and 
landfills service Metro Manila. 
Among these are Payatas, 23.2 ha; 
San Mateo, 73 ha; Clark, 85 ha; 
and Carmona, 63 ha. 

A former dump, the 22-ha 
Smokey Mountain in Tondo, Mani- 
Ja, was closed by the Ramos ad- 
ministration in May 1993. It had a 
Category 2 rating; San Mateo, Cat- 
egory3. 

The Norzagaray landfill is ex- 
pected to receive between 2,000 
and 3,000 tons of garbage a day, 
compared with Clarics 1,500 tons 
and Payatas, 1,200 tons. The 63-ha 
Carmona has a daily capacity of 
only 1,000 tons, while Smokey had 
1,500 tons. 


Inverted pyramid 

"Tons of garbage usually form a 
huge “pyramid-type mountain" 
daily in existing dumps and land- 
fills. But in Norzagaray, which is on 
a mountaintop 80 meters above 


sea level, it will be an inverted 
pyramid with an estimated depth 
of 60 meters. 

“We will never have a landslide 
here, the kind Payatas had experi- 
enced years ago,” Angelo said. It 
will take at least 10 years to fill up 
the 18.8 ha of the Norzagaray 
landfill that is currently being de- 
veloped, and about 20 years for 
the entire 148-ha property. 

Bulacan province has a total 
waste generation of about 700 
tons per day and Quezon City 
1,700 tons. Assuming that all local 
government units in Bulacan and 
in Quezon City will tap the new fa- 
cli, with waste diversion ‘of 
15-20 percent per day, the 18.8-ha 
facility is estimated to have a life 
span of 10 years with a total vol- 
ume of 8,820,000 cubic meters. 

Construction of the access roads 
will be finished this month. The 
landfill can start receiving wastes 
from neighboring towns and cities 
in August or September. 

This early, two American com- 
panies have expressed interest in 
helping Angelos group develop 
the area. The group will shoulder 
the projects initial funds, 


Colors galore 

Once operational, garbage seg- 
regators will wear hard hats, rub- 
ber boots, gas masks, goggles and 
gloves, aside from color-coded uni- 
forms. Supervisors and security 
people will wear yellow uniforms, 


while engineers and executives 


willbe in white. 

The landfill will be operational 
7/24. lt can accommodate 200 
garbage trucks a day. 

То date, however, the Norza- 
garay landfill has not been autho- 
rized to receive hospital and other 
toxic wastes. “We are capable, but 
ме are not allowed yet. But we do 
have provisions just in case toxic 
wastes land upon us by accident," 
Angelo said. 

Angelo discovered the site while 
looking for a “mine-out” or a 
source of soil for areas left by ce- 
ment mining companies in Norza- 
garay. 

The site is 14 km southeast of 
Norzagaray' town proper, bound- 
ed in the east by the Sierra Madre 
mountain range and on the south, 
by Montalban, Rizal 

It is accessible not only to Bula- 
‘can communities but also to north- 
em Metro Manila and some towns 
of Rizal. It is 21.5 km from Com- 
monwealth Road in Quezon City 
and 9 km from the Novalich- 
es-Norzagaray national road in 
Barangay Igay, San Jose del Monte 
City in Bulacan. 


Forest ambience 

If the C-6 road project pushes 
through, the landfill will have a 
main entrance there, only 5 km 
from the town proper of San Ma- 
teo. 

The area was once considered a 
rustic place with pristine scenery, 
good water quality, ambient air 


asylum could only apply to “polit- 
ical officials being harassed by 
those in power,” like Jovito Salon- 
ga, Romy Capulong, Heherson 
Alvarez, Raul Manglapus and 
Bonifacio Gillego during martial 
law. 


Child of God 

"They fled the country be- 
cause they were being harassed. 
Obviously, this is not the case of 
Bolante. He is not being ha- 
rassed by anyone, much less by 
the executive department, who 
is his ally" he said in the inter- 
view. 

Sen. Franklin Drilon agreed: 
“Persecution because of political 
beliefs is a ground for asylum. 
Jocjoc is a child of god. Why 
would he be afraid to come 
home? There's no basis for his 
claim that he's being hunted 
down by the NPA.” 

“More than anything, this is a 
ruse on his part not to face 
charges in the country. But there 
is no basis for his claim of politi 
cal asylum,” he added. 


Sen. Rodolfo Biazon said 


and ecologically sound environ- 
ment. 

Based on a study done by Palay- 
рауоп group, the site, although 
devoid of any primary forest 
growths, still has the ambience of 
forest scenery due to its rolling to. 
hilly terrain, with steep cliffs of 
high relief in some sections of the 
deeply incised narrow valleys. 

The view from the top.still offers 
a panorama of abundant vegeta- 
tion. Different varieties of 
fruit-bearing trees are mixed with 
secondary forest growths and trop- 
ical grasses and shrubs. 

Groundwater is considered 
poor. The water bearing horizons 
are tight, indicating a very low hy- 
draulic conductivity due to the 
herent characteristics of the rock 
suite in the project. 

Angelo abandoned his initial 
plan to dig soil for mining sites af- 
ter the owners of the private prop- 
епу said they wanted to develop 
the rugged terrain into a residen- 
tial-commercial area. Some of 
them met with Angelo and his 
team but chose a custodian to deal 
with them on the agreement to 
lease and develop the property. 


Ateam of experts 

He later commissioned a former 
DENR official to draft a proposal, 
but the work was rejected by the 
department for its infirmities. The 
ECC was granted only after a sec- 
‘ond group, the UPLB team led by 
Palaypayon and Marloe B. Sundo, 


Bolante was not being persecut- 
ed. "He is not being persecuted 
for his race, religion ог political 
belief.” 

Biazón asked the Department 
of Foreign Affairs to initiate 
moves to stop Bolante's petition 
by assuring the US government 
that it would protect him from 
the rebels. 

"If the government is really se- 
rious in fighting corruption, the 
government should initiate 
moves to block his application for 
asylum,” he said. 

Whether the NPA threat was 
real, the government should pro- 
tect Bolante if only to convince 
the US government that “there is 
no basis for the request for asy- 
lum,” Biazon said. 


Extradition 

The government should next 
move for his extradition. And 
since this is a foreign relations is 
sue, it is the DFA, not the Senate, 
which should coordinate the 
move, the senator said. With a re- 
port from Delfin T. Mallari Jr, 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


submitted a more comprehensive 
concept design. 

Palaypayon is a civil and envi- 
ronment engineer. Sundo is also a 
civil engineer who majored in 
transportation engineering. Both 
teach at UPLB and are experienced 
in environmental engineering, pri- 
marily on landfill design. 

“We are working as a team of 
different technical expertise, one 
is working on transportation engi- 
neering and surveying, one is 
working on drainage engineering, 
one on geotechnical engineering, 
and Lam into environmental engi- 
neering,” Palaypayon said. 

“We are composed of relatively 
young engineers, But we have our 
own capacities to technically ad- 
dress the needs of the project,” she 
said. 


First phase 

Norzagaray is her team’s second 
landfill after San Jose del Monte. 
The first ofthe projects three ph 
ез will focus on an 8.87-ha portion 
‘on the west, bordering the national 
highway and adjacent to the pro- 
posed alignment with C-6. 

Te will cover а] the project com- 
ponents—sanitary landfill, materi- 
als recovery facility, dumping and 
tipping pads, compost-fertilizer pit 
and leachate ponds—as well as ac- 
cess road, drainage faciliry adminis- 
tration building, canteen, water sup- 
ply system and workers quarters. 

Phases 2 and 3 involve expan- 


sion to the rest of the property. 
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List of returning Filipinos from Lebanon 
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THE FOLLOWING ARE THE NAMES OF FILIPINOS WHO 
HAVE RETURNED HERE FROM WAR-TORN LEBANON. 
THIS LIST INCLUDES THE FIRST BATCH OF OFW AR- 
RIVALS ON JULY 23. 


1. ABRIGO, Milagros. 

2. ABUCAY, Lilibeth 

3. ACOSTA, Marilou 

4. ADAN, Francia 

5. AGARPAO, Lagrimas 

6. AGBUYA, Rosalie 

7.AGSOY, Loma 

B.AGTANG, Richel 

9. ALBARICO, Irene 

10.ALI, Sawiya 

TLALLAS, Lolita 

T2 ALMOGUERA, Rosemarie 

18. ALVIOR, Noemi 

14. AMPATUAN, Amerah 

15. AMPUAN, Sohalnah. 

16. ANCHETA, Loizel 

17. ANDAYA, Sonia 132. PAMA. Geraldine 

18.ANTOQUE, Geneve 138. PANINGBATAN, Geraldine 

18. ARELLANO, Varia Tera 134, PAPONG. Rowena 

20. ARIATE, Janette 135. PARENO, Melanie 

21. ARROJO, Jocelyn 136. PASANDALAN, Samira 

22. ASSAD, Mi Aranda Estele 187. PASTOR, Baby Autoria. 

23. ASSUNCION, Maribel 138. PATALINDAGAT Lourdes 

24, AZUELA, Margie 189. PENASCOSAS, Lorelle 

25. BACCAY. Maya For 140. PERZ, Hilda 

26.8ACIAD Josephine 141. PIAMONTE, Marlon 

27. BALING, Daisy 142. PINTO, Mary Ana 

28. BALINTONG. Rhodesa 143. PONTE, Deborah 

29. BARCENA, Elizabeth 144. PORRAS, Evalyn 

30. BARCENAS, Teresita 145. PRESTOZA, Noemi 

31. BARIS, Annie 146. QUIAMBAO, Belia 

32.BAYDO, MariaElza 147. RAMOS, Jovila 

33. BOLINAS, Rhoda 148. REBATO, Eva 

34. BONDOC, Sandy 149. REBUSTE, Melona 

35. BORJA, Jackilou 150. REDIANG, Donna 

36. BORROMEO, Ма Evelyn 151. REQUISO, Josephine 

37. BOSIS, Santas 182. REYES, Cormella. 

38 BUENEVENTURA Майю 153. REYES, Jury 

39. BUIZON, Dalisay 184. RUBIS, Ruth 

40.CABANTAC, Mary Jane — 155. RUIZ, Lanie 

41. CALIX, Maralyn 186. SAAVERDA, Phin 

AZ.CANSINO Michele 157. SABADO, Sally 

43. CARBONEL, Melody 158. SACOCO, Ederinda 

44. CARGO, Milagros 158. SAIDA, Daud 

45. САБАСАМ Rosalinda 160. SALAS, Rowena 

46.CATUBIG, Victoria 161. SANTOS, Thelma 

AT.CELEDONIO,Janerelh 162. SARAWI, Sottemaleam 

48. CHUA, Mariefior 163. SARVIDA, Ruth 
CLARO, Iluminada 164. SCHNEIDER, Lita 

50. CONEJOS, Eva 165. SEBILO, Grace 

51-CONSULTA Michello 168 SIASON, Shela Mae 

52. CORDOVA. Gi 167. SIMBAHON, Angiofe 

53. CORPUZ, Patricia 168. SOLIVEN, Eta. 

54. CORPUZ, Jocelyn 169. SULIBAD, Chery Rose 

55. CRUZ, Verna 470. TALO-TALO, Charina 

56. СШАВЕ5МА, Marlyn 171. TARON, Maygelyn 

57. DANGGAY, Hild 172. TATOY, Jenalyn 

58. DELA CRUZ, Marybeth — 173. TUANO. Evelyn 

59,DELAPENA Marie Grace 174, TUMIBAY, Evangeline 

60.DELARITA, Marichu 175, UDHOTAN, Amelita 

61.DELAROSA,Revelyn 176. UMALI, Mylene 

62. DESCALSOTA, Lovelyn 177. USMAN, Mary ann 

63. DIAZ, Rowena 178, VELASCO, Bless 

64, RAN, Riza 179. VILLABITO, Jocelle 

65. DOMINCIL. Chita 180. VILLAFUERTE, Esenula 

86.D0MINGO Melanie 181. VILLATOR, Lorna 

G7.DOROTEONomia 182. VISTA, Leny 

68. DUCUSIN, Rose 183. YANGUAS, Emma 

69. DULDULAO. Goralin 184, ZAMBOL, Meriam 

TO.ELANGA, MaryAnn 185. FLORA DAYAP 

TI. ENAGE, Матис 186 ALEXANDER DAYAP (na) 

T2.ESCOBARTE, Loreta 187. GRACE LIDO 

73. ESMAIL, Ramia 188. DONNAH BORNEL 

T4 ESMERALDA Liniminda 189. CONSTANCIA MENDOZ 

75. FLORES, Jeanette 190. VIRGINIA SAMSON 

76. FLORES, Thea Richelle 191. MARYLIE VELADO 

77.GALENDEZ,MaryJoy 182. DELIA NICOLAS 

78. GALINGAN, Elisa 192 EVANGELINE MAGHINAY 

79. GALLARDO, Вопйайо 194, MARY JILL TESIPAO 

80.GALLENERO, Joni 195 LEILANIE ALIT 

81. GAMBOA, Cristy 196 MARY JANE EDNALINO 

82. GARCIA, Miomi 197. CRISTINA BADILLO 

83. GARCIANO, Meria 198. ADORAWACGUISAN 

84. GELAY, Ana Marie 199. BIENVENIDA BONSO 

85.G0DWINO, Miriam 200. MYCLE ACBAY 

86. GOMEZ, Michelle 201. ARLENE JIMENEZ 

87.GUARDERAMA, Estela 202 VERGIE VALENCIA 

88. GUILLERMO, Rosemayn 203. TERESITA BESANA 

ва. GUINTO, Angelina 204. LORENA BOSANA 

90 JESALVA, Ma. Josephine 205. MATILDE AMATORIO 

91. LABTIC, Nerissa 206. EFREN LIMON 

92 LAGADO, Melli 207. CRISTINA ALDAYA 

93.LAGUITAN. Cherryin 208. GABRIEL ALDAYA (intant) 

94.LAMANILAO, Ana 209. ANITA OBLINO 

95. LAZARTE, Rordeiza Grace 210. MARIA DE PAZ 

96. LIMBALIN, Remedios 211. MARITES CAYANAN 

97- LINA-AC, Cheryl 212. PRISCILA PANTALEON 

98. LOPEZ, Diona 213. OLIVIA BUNDALIAN 

99. LOPEZ, Marilyn 214. HERMINIA TOLENTINO 

100. LORIEGA, Ellen Јоу 215. MARIVIC PORRAS 

101. LUBANGCO, Michelle 218 SHIREEN PORRAS (nan) 

102. LUNDAY, Jonalyn 217. CONCHITA DEL ROSARIO 

103. MAGBANUA, Sahacion 218. ROSALINA FERNANDEZ 

104. MAGO. Antoinette 219. PHOEBE PINGOL 

105. MAGPILI, Rhobelyn 220. ROBE PINGOL 

106. MALICSI, Eloisa 221. NORA DORIA 

107. MALINAO, Rose 222. LARA DORIA 

108. MAMARADLO, Asteria 223. MAGNOLIA MACAUBA 

109. MANGIO. ANALIZA 224. JENG JENG ARALY 

410. MANUEL, Corazon 225 ROWENA MADRESA 

111: MANUEL, Mariza 226. WILMA CASTANEDA 

112. MARANTAL,AonaNina 227. JESETTE ORENCE 

113. MARINE, Janette 228. FELY ESTANO 

114. MARTIN, Emma Ruth 229. ANNABELLE ZAPE 

115 MATIENZO, Shirly 230. MARLOWE MIRANDA 
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118, MALIMO, Mary Grace 
117. MELCHOR, Elenor 
118. MODESTO, Marilyn 
119. MOLINA, Jule 

120. MONTENEGRO, Hilda. 
121. MUSNE, Ruby 

122. MUYCO, Mary Grace 
123. NACINOPA, Cocila 
124. ONG, Shirley 

125. OROGEO, Anale 

326. PACARDO, Vanessa Мае 
127. PACINO, Jalan 

128. PADILLA, Jocelyn 
129. PALANGAW, Lydia 
130. PARALUAN, Vanisa 
131. PALENCIA, Lea 


LAS PIÑAS 
(n Front of SM Southmall) 

Tels.: 801-7656; 801-7668; 802-1024; 806-2235 
Telefax: 806-2230 
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may face 


ByD] Yap 


A GYNECOLOGIST IN A QUEZON CITY HOS- 
pital could face criminal charges for allegedly 
causing a newborn baby to suffocate to death 
after she put on an adult diaper on the mother 
while in labor. 

The doctor, Glody Tolentino, a consultant 
at Sta. Teresita General Hospital on D. Tua- 
zon Street, could be held liable for the death 
of the baby girl who was born earlier than ex- 
pected and found dead underneath the dia- 
per on Tuesday. 

Police believe the baby suffocated to death 
because of the diaper, which Tolentino had 
put on the baby's mother, Charlotte Hernan- 
dez, 21, hours earlier 

Investigation 
showed that Hernan- 


Mom loses baby 
after labor; medic 
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charges 


Investigators are trying to convince the 
family to file infanticide charges against the 
doctor. But Hernandez seemed reluctant to 
do so, Tandas said. 

Hospital coordinator Dr. Joseph Tortona 


GLENDA 


“CASUALTY” 
Aman usesa 
chain saw to cut 
the branches ofa. 
huge tree that fell 
on shanties in 
Barangay Sta. 
Monica, 
Novaliches, 
Quezon City 
yesterday 
morning. Strong 
winds uprooted 
the old tree at the 
height of Typhoon 
“Glenda.” 

arr snd 


said the hospital could “not answer” why To- 
lentino had used a diaper, or why she did not 
bring the patient to the delivery room earlier. 
He added that doctors normaily did not use 
diapers but a special underpad for child- 
birth. 

Tortona said Tolentino was a visiting con- 
sultant from St. Luke's Medical Center, and 
жаз not а resident doctor at the hospital. He 
also declined to comment on Tolentino’s lia- 
bility, saying the hospital could not speak for 
her. 
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dez was admitted to 
the hospital and con- 
fined in Room 205 
on July 24, with To- 
lentino, a family 
friend, attending to 
her. 

At 7 рап, an ini- 
tal intra-uterine 
checkup showed 
that — Hernandez's 
cervix was dilated by 
only three cm—stil 
far from the level of 
dilation expected for 
childbirth, investiga- 
tors said. 

The ^ physician 
then placed an adult 
diaper on Hernan- 
dez, according to a 
report by РОЗ 
Romeo Tandas and 
PO2 Jaime Jimena. 

At around 5 a.m. 
the following day 
another check-up of 
the mothers cervix 
revealed that she 
was dilated by eight 
cm. The.doctor also 
administered рап 
reliever shots to the 
mother, police said. 

At this point, To- 
lentino told Hernan- 
dez's mother, Maid- 
en Dumlao, that the 
patient would be 
Wheeled to the deliv- 
ery room when the 
dilation reached 10 
em. 

Tolentino — re 
turned to the room at 
about 7 a.m. When 
she removed the dia- 
per, she and Dumlao 
were shocked to find. 
that Hernandez had 
already given 


And then take them home 
with these hot deals. 


birth—but the baby 
appeared lifeless, po- 
lice said. 

Dumlao tried to 
shake the baby a lit- 
tle before Tolentino 
rushed the newborn 
and her mother to 
the delivery room 
where she tried to re- 
vive the baby, Tandas 
and Jimena said. 

But the baby, the 
patents first-born, 
was pronounced 
dead at 7:25 a.m, 
Her body was taken 
to the family’s house 
in Dasmariñas, 
Cavite, police said. 
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More evidence coming vs Roldan, policemen vow 


By Luige A. del Puerto and Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


THE POLICE HAVE VOWED TO PRESENT 
inore evidence against former actor and Con- 
gressman Dennis Roldan whom they arrested 
for allegedly masterminding the kidnapping 
ofa 3-year-old boy last year. 

Roldan was allowed by Judge Agnes Reyes- 
Carpio of the Pasig Regional Trial Court 
Branch 261 to post bail the other day, saying 
the evidence against him was weak. 

Prosecutors, meanwhile, said they would 
ask Carpio to inhibit herself from the case. 3 b 

A junior officer at the Presidential Anti- : Ў 1 
Crime and Emergency Response, the coun- dl 
пуз antikidnapping strike force, said the sen- 
timent among his colleagues was one of dis- 
appointment. 

“As far as we know, we did our part. We will 
have to check what our shortcomings were,” 
the officer said, speaking on condition of 
anonymity because he was not authorized to 
speak to media. 

Philippine National Police chief Director 
General Oscar Calderon said the court’s deci- 
sion only meant the prosecution would have 
to present more evidence. 

“As far as we are concerned, he is the guilty 
party" Calderon said. "But we won't be dis- 
couraged. We are a bit frustrated. We gave it 
all only to find out that it was not enough. But 
that only.means we have to gather more to 
pin down this guy.” 

Roldan is expected to walk out of jail this 
morning after posting a P500,000 bail bond 
for his temporary release. Immigration Com- 
missioner Alipio Fernandez, however, said the 
actor would remain on the bureau's watch list 
and will not be allowed to leave the country. 

State Prosecutor Philip dela Cruz said they 
would also file a motion asking the court to | A family navigates the flooded streets of Malabon on board a banca, the only way to get around the city during the typhoon season. Many arcas in the city 
reconsider its decision granting Roldan’s ap- | remained underwater yesterday, a day after Typhoon “Glenda” made its way out the country. инно 
plication for bail. With Leila B. Salaverria 


US will think Joc-Joc Bolante only joking Binay asks SPD 


FORMER AGRICULTURE UNDERSECRE- s her eldest son and some of her other medicine at the hospital and rd like ЁО bring back 
tary Jocelyn 'JocJoc" Bolante is taking children to tell the world she's crazy. to share it with you: 
the Americans for fools by seeking asylum = Thecourtishavingherexaminedbya “I asked God for strength that I ; 
paupe agers ET Та Б сиин ошл! menting chief to old post 
eee ae ek Tas of my faculties. Can't they wait, Моп. "I was made weak that I might 
For giving that stupid reason, he has until die?" she told me. learn humbly to obey; ? 
given the US all the more reason tore, RAMON Tulfo ee n "Tasked God for health that might BY lecelyn R. Uy and Tarra V. Quismundo 
turn him to the Philippines. ee ae Former police colonel Michael Ray Фо great thins 
Bolante, who faces criminal charges Aquino escaped from jener im the “Twas given infirmity that I might MAKATLMAYOR JEJOMAR BINAY YESTERDAY 
for allegedly embezzling P728 million there's noreason the US government will country for the kidnap-murder of publi- do great things; pero бы bra var rep ffi Nube 
meant for farmers, said he fears the give Bolante asylum. The Americanswill cist Bubby Dacer and his drive, Em- “I asked for riches that I might be © onde f insisted that police officiale were re- 
New People’s Army (NPA) which be- sayJocJocisonly joking. manuel Corbito. happy, ш Ы for Senior Supt. Marierto Vilerios re- 
lieves that his involvement in the fertil- see But he's now about to be sentenced “Iwas given poverty that Imight be 16 
izer scam hurt the farmers. An 80-year-old woman is miser- to 10 years in prison in the United wise ^^ ^ rY T Te ande is ciere] 
Bolante forgets that the heirs of for- able despite the fact that she is wal- States after pleading guilty of beingan "TaskedforpowerthatImighthave my ‘old reporters mon IS 
mer President Marcos, accused of rob- lowing in wealth left by her late hus- accessory to espionage the praise of men See лы 
bing the country blind and jailing and band. Her eldest son has told the Karma, the law of retribution andre- "Таз given weakness that I might JUS icion over the Makati police, should re- 
torturing political enemies, have not court that she's mentally incompe- ward, has worked for Michael Ray feel the need of God а зара оао роси аага 
been killed by the NPAs. tent, another word for crazy The Aquino. His accomplices in the Dacer-  “TaskedforallthingsthatImayen- Zy eee зрна ъа 
Former First Lady Imelda Marcos, аз woman said some of her nine chil. Corbito kidnap-murder who are still joylife What wis his Euler Pols otters wi do 
well as her daughters Imee and irene dren want to divide the wealth out of prison will be overtaken by kar- "І was given life that I might enjoy What was his fault? Police officers who do 
and son Bongbong, are still up and among themselves. ma sooner or later. all things; чег Гак кору aie Hon Фи gat iuo 
about. Infact, тее апа Bongbonghave I can’t mention the woman's name tee “I got nothing that I asked for but 20е. That's ue ore е polis 
even become public officials. аз well as that of the judge handling 1 went yesterday to the Cardinal everything that I hoped for xri dc à 
Bolante might even become a high the case for fear of being held incon- Santos Memorial Hospitaltohavemy “Almost despite myself my unspo- p, souši for comment, Senior Supt, Ricardo 
elective official in the country ifhe comes tempt and sent to jail. foot treated for a sports injury by Dr. ken prayers were answered ee a ee 
back, given the penchant of Filipinos of The woman, who lives alone with Tyrone Reyes. I found this poem past- “I am among all men (women) him back to Makati City. Its not a prob- 


choosing leaders who buy their votes. So her nurse, told me it hurts so much for ed on the wall of the rehabilitation mostrichly blest” GET A ral cles e dde 


e 8 Padilla reiterated, however, that Valerio 
had not been relieved from his post but had 
gone on emergency leave, coincidentally, on 

“ the same night his men arrested Roberto Bril- 
Para ka daw nag-bakasyon рт 
* p Brillante was arrested last week after a 
a na -reti re Oo naa " ^ Makati court found him guilty of uttering li- 
p g g . g . x belous remarks against Binay in a radio 
broadcast 11 years ago. He has been released 
after filing an appeal. 

Valerio is expected to return to work two 
weeks from now since he filed a request to go 
on emergency leave initially for five days, 
“plus another 15 days,” Padilla said. 


уйи 
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Explosion kills worker 
AFACTORY worker was killed when a boller in a 
furniture factory in Dalandanan, Valenzuela City 
overheated and exploded early yesterday тот 
ing. Northern Police District director, Chief Supt. 
Leopoldo Bataoil, identified the victim as Rodrigo 
Villasis, 31, an employee of Extensive Wood 

Corp. located at Km. 15 along McArthur Highway. 
"He died on the spot of severe burns and multiple 
injuries," Bataoil said. Nancy C. Carvajal. 


м 5 г 2 kids saved from river 
Ramon at Nati, a" ^ TUO CHILDREN vere rescued yesterday afr- 
РЕ moon when they accidentally fell into the Marikina 
^ 3 River in Barangay Malanday, barangay officer 
Teody Eusebio said. But rescue operations were 


stil ongoing to locate a fisherman who also fell in- 
Sabi ng iba, malungkot daw ang retirement. Sabi ng iba mahirap daw. tothe waters Eusebio sald Nino Ballo, 27, disap. 


‘Sabi naman ng iba para'tong bakasyon. Yun dapat. Ilan taon ka ring kumayod at nagpawis. т peared into the river while fishing at about 1 a.m. 
You deserve it. Pero nasa sa уо na rin'yan e. Kami ni Misis, enjoy na enjoy sa retirement. yesterday. Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 
Hindi malungkot, Hindi rin naghihirap. Para ngang bakasyon. 

Malaking tulong ang buwan-buwang pensyong natatanggap namin sa GSIS. 
Pero ang pinakamalaking bagay d'yan ay dahil magkasama kami ni Misis. $ 
Pensyonado. Hindi tensyonado. : д; с Dip You kNow 


Salamat sa GSIS. 


METRO Manila is the second most populat- 
ed region in the Philippines, as of the latest 
data. The data also shows that of the 76.5 


4 million persons in the country, about 13 
Government Service Insurance System percent or 9.9 million are in the National 


GSIS - Kahit Saan, Kahit Kailan Maaasahan " / З Capital Region. Region IV (Southern Taga- 

} T log) is the most populated with 11.8 million 
residents. The least inhabited of the 16 re- 
gions is the Cordillera Administrative Re- 
gion with 1.4 million residents. 

Cyril L. Bonabente, PDI Research 


Log on to www.gsis gov ph or visit your nearest 
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Israeli raid kills 4 UN observers 


Hezbollah vows to launch rocket attacks deep into Israel 


BEIRUT—AN ISRAELI 


AIR RAID ON SOUTH 


Lebanon killed as many as four UN observers Tues- 
day, overshadowing an international crisis meeting 
due to open in Rome, as Hezbollah vowed to fire 
rockets further into the heart of Israel. 


‘The deaths, which UN chief Kofi 
Annan said were the result of Is- 
таеїз "apparently deliberate target- 
ing" of a UN post, also drew a 
strong protest from France, whose 
officers currently command the 
nearly 30-year-old UN force. 

"T am shocked and deeply dis- 
tressed by the apparently deliberate. 
targeting by Israeli Defense Forces 
of a UN observer post in southern 
Lebanon that has killed two UN mil- 
itary observers, with two more 
feared dead," Annan said in a state- 
ment released in Rome. 

Trench ambassador Jean-Marc 
de La Sabliere, president of the UN 
Security Council for July, said: "We 
condemn this bombing on a UNIFIL 
position." The attack on the UN post 
in the hilltop town of Khiam, once 
the ste ofan infamous Israel jail but 
now a Hezbollah stronghold, came 
amid an intensive bombardment of 
the border area as Israeli troops ad- 
vanced further into Lebanon. 

Fierce fighting was reported as 
Israeli troops took the town of 
Bint Jbeil, another bastion of the 
Shiite militant group. 

Hezbollah chief Hassan Nasral- 
lah vowed to hit back with rocket. 
attacks into the hear of Israel as he 
made a new television appearance. 
early Wednesday following repeat- 
ed unsuccessful attempts by Israel 
to kill him in bombing raids. 


"We are entering a new phase in 
the confrontation, the phase of 
(striking) beyond Haifa,” Nasrallah 
told his group's Al-Manar television. 

Israel has repeatedly said it be- 
lieves Hezbollah has longer-range 
rockets capable of reaching beyond 
Israels third city as far as the com- 
‘mercial capital Tel Aviv, or even the 
southern city of Beersheva. 

Warplanes also bombed the 
southern suburbs of the Lebanese 
capital as Israel effectively ruled out 
any chance ofa rapid ceasefire to end 
the two-week-old Lebanon conflict 

‘That bombardment ended а 24- 
hour lull that coincided with a light- 
ning visit to the region by US Secre- 
tary of State Condoleezza Rice. 

"Israel is determined to carry 
on the fight against Hezbollah," 
Prime Minister Ehud Olmert said 
at а press conference with Rice. 
"Weare not fighting the Lebanese 
government or the Lebanese peo- 
ple. We are fighting against 
Hezbollah." Rice, who later left 
the region for the Rome crisis 
talks, said it was “time for a new 
Middle East” and underlined the 
US stance that an immediate 
ceasefire would only put off a 
long-term settlement. 

“А durable solution will be one 
that strengthens the forces of 
peace and democracy in the re- 
gion,” she said APP 


Egypt, Saudi fear wider war 


RIYADH—EGYPT AND SAUDI 
Arabia, facing popular anger over 
Israel’ offensive in Lebanon, tough- 
ened their stance on Tuesday, wam- 
ing the United States that Israeli 
militarism could lead to a wider 
conflict in the region. 

"Saudi Arabia warns every- 
body that if the peace option fails 
because of Israeli arrogance, 
there will be no other option but 
War," state-owned media quoted 


forthright for the world’s top oil ex- 
porter, which has called for cease- 
fire but blamed Lebanon's Hezbol- 
Jah guerrilla group for the crisis that 
has so far killed at least 413 people 
in Lebanon and 42 Israelis. 

‘The comments also appeared 
to be aimed at the United States, 
Israels ally which has resisted 
calls for an immediate ceasefire. 

Analysts say Washington's Arab 
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SMOKE BILLOWS in the town of Khiam, in southern Lebanon, 


ША, 


Турһооп 
slams into 


| southeast 
China 


BEUING—TYPHOON КАЕМІ 
struck the southeast coast of China: 
оп Tuesday, sparking the evacua- 
tion of more than 700,000 people in 
an area still reeling from a tropical 
storm that claimed over 600 lives, 

The typhoon—which first 
passed over Taiwan, causing 
"widespread disruption to daily 
life but not enormous dam- 
age—struck mainland China's, 
Fujian province at 3:50 p.m., the 
official Xinhua news agency said. 

State television showed footage. 
of torrential rains lashing Fuzhou, a- 
major city in Fujian, as workers. 
struggled to fasten power cables 
and make other preparations (ог. 
the onslaught of the typhoon, 

With the storm packing winds, 
of up to 120 kilometers (74 
miles) per hour as it approached, 
more than 643,000 people were 
evacuated from Fujian, Xinhua. 
said, while another 80,000 were 
moved from their homes in 
neighboring Zhejiang province. 

Kaemi, which means “ant” in 
Korean, pounded Taiwan with. 
strong winds and heavy rain after 
making landfall there late Mon- 
day, leaving four people slightly 
injured when the bus they were in 
was hit by falling rocks. 

The typhoon also forced the can- 
cellation of fights in Taiwan, dis- 
rupted road traffic, knocked out 
power for thousands of residents 
and forced some offices to close. 

Kaemi had earlier brushed past 
the Philippines, causing heavy rain 
there, with schools closed and more. 
than 2,600 people evacuated in and 
around Manila on Tuesday due to- 
heavy flooding. 

A total of 435,000 people were 
evacuated in Fujian, including 
those working in fish farms on the 
sea. AFP 


US nat'l parks 
in peril due to 


global warming 


allies, including Saudi Arabia, Egypt Tuesday after Israeli air raids. Israeli troops sealed offa 


Saudi King Abdüllah as saying 
before a meeting with Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak. 

His remarks were unusualy 


and Jordan, fear popular anger Hezbollah stronghold and warplanes killed six people ina 
against Israel could escalate and market, while Beirut was pounded by new airstrikes. Guerrillas 


force them to take a tougher stance. 
Reuters 


YOUNG 
CASUALTY. A4- 
year-old 
Palestinian girl, 
Suad Habeb, lies 
dead ina bedat 
al-Shifa hospital 
(left) but 66 
foreigners 
(right) are lucky 
as they get 
evacuated on a 
French navy boat 
out of the 
southern 
Lebanse town of 
Naqura. — Aie 


fired rockets at northern Israel, killing a girl. 


WASHINGTON—GLOBAL WARM- 
ing puts 12 of the most famous US 


More US, Iraq 
troops head 
for Baghdad 


WASHINGTON—PRESIDENT 
George W. Bush and lraqs prime 
minister agreed on Tuesday that 
more US and Iraqi troops will go to 
Baghdad to try to curb sectarian vi- 
lence that has raised fears the 
country is sliding into full-scale civil 
war, 

"God willing, there will be no 
civil war in Iraq,” Iraqi Prime 
Minister Nuri al-Maliki said. 

‘The new security plan was an 
acknowledgment that Маі at- 
tempt to pacify Baghdad had 
failed, with hundreds of people 
killed in sectarian violence every 
week. 

A senior US defense official, 
speaking оп condition of 
anonymity, said the plan involves 
sending thousands of additional 
US and Iraq troops into the Bagh- 
dad area, but did not say how 
many Americans would be in- 
volved. 

Pentagon spokesperson Eric 
Ruff said that "no final decision. 
has been made” on how many ad- 
ditional forces will be sent. 

Bush, at a news conference with 
Maliki that lacked much warmth, 
said troops going to Baghdad in 
coming weeks would be pulled 
from areas in Iraq deemed relative- 
y free of violence. Reuters 


Trade talks collapse blamed on US polls 


WASHINGTON—A BATTLE FOR 
control of the US Congress may 
have contributed to the collapse of 
world trade talks this week by mak- 
ing the Bush administration reluc- 
tant to offer deeper farm subsidy 
cuts, analysts said. 


want to be perceived as putting 
those subsidies on the chopping 
block,” said Viji Rangaswami, a 
trade and development associate 
at the Carnegie Endowment for 


TERRIBLE TODDLER: 


ice cream cone Sunday in E 


Emily Griggs has no idea her candy sucker has stuck 
to her dress as she munches on a chocolate waffle 
Oklahoma. 


International Peace and former standing differences. 
congressional aide. 

The world trade talks, known 
officially as the Doha Develop- 
ment Agenda, began nearly five 
years ago with the goal of helping 
Poor counties prosper from 
"The administration didn’t trade. 


mations, Washington refused to 
offer deeper cuts in the subsidies. 
it pays farmers. US trade officials. 
said they were prepared to deal 
but other countries were not of- 
fering steep enough tariff cuts to 

They collapsed on Monday af- warrant a new US move. 
ter a weekend meeting between 
the United States, the European 
Union, Brazil, India, Japan and 
Australia failed to resolve long- 


The impasse spared the Bush 
administration from striking a 
potentially unpopular deal in 
farm country just a few months each year. 


national parks at risk, environmen- 
talists said on Tuesday, conjuring up. 
visions of Glacier National Park 
without glaciers and Yellowstone 
Park without grizzly bears. 

All 12 parks are located in the 
American West, where tempera- 
tures have risen twice as fast as in 
the rest of the United States over 
the last 50 years, said Theo Spencer 
of the Natural Resources Defense 
Council 

"Rising temperatures, drought, 
wildfires and diminished snow- 
falls endanger wildlife and 
threaten hiking, fishing and other 
recreational activities” in the 
parks, Spencer said in a tele- 
phone news conference. "Imag- 
ine Glacier Park without glaciers 
or Yellowstone without any griz-3 
zly bears." Most climate scientists = 
believe Earth's surface tempera. 
ture has risen over the last centu 
Ty or more, spurred by human ac- 


before congressional election in tivities that produce greenhouse’ 
Despite the demands of many November. 


gases, which trap heat like the © 


The United States now spends _ glass walls ofa greenhouse. 
about $20 billion annually on 
trade-distorting farm subsidies. 

It has offered to cutits WTO al- Climate Organization stressed“ 
lowance for the main US farm the connection between global: 
subsidy programs by 60 percent warming and environmental 


The report released by the” 
council and the Rocky Mountain. 


to $7.6 billion but trading part- damage at the parks, including 


ners say other elements of the е loss of specific wildlife, and ^ 
proposal would still allow Wash- called on the US government to 
ington to spend about $23 billion cut greenhouse gas emissions sig- 
Reuters nificantly in 10 years, 


Reuters 


More and more people getting 
too obese for X-rays, scanners 


WASHINGTON—MORE AND MORE 
obese people are unable to get full med- 
ical care because they are either too big 
to fit into scanners, or their fat is too 
dense for X-rays or sound waves to pen- 
errate, radiologists reported on Tuesday. 

With 64 percent of the US popula- 
tion either overweight or obese, the 
problem is worsening, but it repre- 
sents a business opportunity for 
equipment makers and hospitals, said 
Dr. Raul Орог, a radiologist at Mas- 
sachusetts General Hospital. 

"We noticed over the past couple of 
years that obesity was playing a role 
in our ability 1 see these images 


clearly,” Uppot said in a telephone in- 
terview. 
Radiologists have their own term for 
it when writing up reports: "These im- 
ages are limited due to body habitus.” 
Uppot’s team looked for this phrase in 
radiology reports from 1989 to 2003. 
These included standard X-rays, com- 
puter assisted X-rays known as CT scans, 
‘magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) and 
positron emission tomography (PET). 
‘These scans are used to look for tu- 
lood clots, broken limbs and 
other injuries and diseased organs. 
"Overall, 7,778 or 0.15 percent of 
253014 reports were habitus limit 


ed,” they wrote in the August issue of 
the journal Radiology. 

“It essentially doubled over the last 
15 years," Uppot said. 

‘The researchers looked more close- 
ly at the records of 200 of the pa- 
tients, who weighed, on average, 239: 
pounds (108 kg). 

“Tris a major issue because ... the ра- 
tient may still have a tumor, the patient > 
may have appendicitis, the patient may 
have other inflammatory processes," 
Uppot said. A 

"This is affecting radiologists ай? 
over the country" Ultrasounds аге 
most affected, Uppot said. Reuters 
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CALIFORNIA 
BURNING 
A fire-fighting vehicle 
moves up a road and away 
from the flames on the 
south flank of a fast-moving 
wildfire east of San Diego, 
California Tuesday. The fire 
has burned more than 
15,400 acres over three 
days while firefighters 
struggled to control it. 
Several neighborhoods 
have been evacuated. Р 
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Nokia N70 
Scoops Top 
Industry 
Accolade 


World's Top Selling 3G Device 
Named 'Best Mobile Entertain- 
ment Handset" 

Espoo, Finland - Nokia today 
announced that the Nokia N70 
multimedia computer has been 
awarded 'Best Mobile Entertain- 
ment Handset at the annual Mo- 
bile Entertainment Awards, the 
Муз. The device beat off stiff 
competition to take the top spot 
at this industry awards ceremony 
held in London. 

The Nokia N70 perfectly illus- 
trates Nokia's commitment to of- 
Hp fering powerful, all-inclusive 
handsets that aid people in their 
daily lives. In addition to a range 
of smartphone features including 
web browsing and email, it is al- 
so a pocketable entertainment 
device. Users can take high qual- 
ity photos with its 2 megapixel 
camera, listen to music on the in- 
tegrated digital music player and 
stream video over 3G. 

The Meffys, organised by the 
Mobile Entertainment Forum, 
are the industry's official bench- 
mark for measuring success and 
rewarding innovating in mobile 
entertainment. The top entries in 
each category were chosen by a 
panel of independent industry, 
media and analyst experts and 
the winners were announced by 
top DJ Pete Tong at a ceremony 
coinciding with the Mobile En- 
tertainment Market (MEM) 2006 
in London in May. 

Patrick Parodi, MEF Global 
Chair, commented: "The 2006 
Mefiys have been a fiercely con- 
tested event with a wealth of high 


2 М0 plaver off; 
{Radio оп “4 
Thu Negi 


Business meets pleasure, power balances with leisure in the newest - quality entries. The winners re- 
36 mobile phone from Nokia, the Nokia 6233. NEWS oct the hot trends wEJCHViII be 
= 3G (WCDMA) and GSM triband transceiver supports seamless globe trotting* к shaping and driving the mobile 
* 2 Megapixel Camera and high definition 2" QVGA 262K-color display || entertainment industry forward 

МРЗ Player, ЕМ Radio and Stereo speakers for high-fidelity music enjoyment = in the coming year." 

64MB MicroSD included (supports up to 2GB MicroSD cards) З ig "This award is a fantastic en- 

Sleek stylish design with stainless steel trim dorsement for the underlining 
Experience the Power of 3G. Stream, surf and e-mail with the Nokia 6233. strategy behind the Nokia 
store exuded Nseries in terms of offering one 
www.nokia.com.ph/6233 single device for consumers to 


NOKIA зп REDKA | о entertainment whenever 
am 


= and wherever they want," com- 
6233 Connecting People | mented Tapio Hedman, senior 


vice president, marketing, Multi- 

media, Nokia, "The Nokia N70 is 

the top seller within the Nokia 

VISIT OUR NOKIA STORE BRANCHES: Nseries range of multimedia 

Nokia store Greenbelt Nokia store Dx Nokia store Morato Nokia Store Festival Nokia store North Edsa Nokia Store Gaisano Davao computers and we are delighted 

nd Level Greenbelt 1 SULevel Digital xchange G/F Landsberg Place, Sidtevelfestval Mall G/F Cyberzone fd Level баало Mall Davo i i 

Makati Glorietta, Makati Tomas Morato, Quezon City Filinvest, Muntinlupa SH Man North Edsa, QuezonCty (082) 225-4065 that the industry has recognised 

752-7814 752-8543 373-7110 1013 172.511 ог 850-8487 4267990 the full range of entertainment 
Nokia tore Gateway’ Nokia store Nokia store Nokia Store SM Davao Nokia Store Tacloban Gi Nokia Store Cagayan de Oro : " 

|9590 врн Robinsons Galleria Sed levei м на pora Ота Center Mal features it offers consumers. 


Araneta Center зто Level Robinsons G/F Robinsons Galleria Davao City (053) 325-4988 Cagayan de Oro i i 
Cubao, Quezon City Hall, Manila Ortigas Center, Mandaluyong (082) 297-5807 pen {ode} 856-9992 For further information on the 


911-9164 526-6703 631-6423 Mobile Entertainment Awards 


Make sure your new Nokia Mobile Phone comes with original enhancements and is protected by a 12-month warranty on parts and services from Nokia Care. 2006, please visit www.m-e- 
Buy oniy at authori Nokia outlets. For inquiries, ca the Nokia Carene at (62) 886-1234 foi 
ay, ют 
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9 RP cue bets advance 


UNITED STATES-BASED SANTOS SAMBAJON 
ripped five foes Wednesday to tow eight other 
Filipinos into the third round of the rich Interna- 
tional Pool Tour 8-Ball North American Open at 
the Venetian Hotel in Las Vegas. 

Sambajon conquered former world pool trick- 
shot champion Fabio Petronio (8-1) of Italy 
American Jeremy Jones (8-3), the UK's Darren 
Appleton (8-5), Bobby Hunter (8-7) of the US 
and compatriot Edwin Montal (8-7). 

But Southeast Asian Games gold medal win- 
ner Gandy Valle was eliminated along with Mon- 
tal. 

Valle, also the 2005 SMB Asian 9-Ball Tour 
‘winner, wound up with a 2-3 record in Group 48, 
while Montal’s loss to Sambajon was one of four 
he absorbed in the round. They, however, still 
‘went home with $5,000 (around P260,000). 

"Amang" Parica and Warren Kiamco were the 
first Filipino casualties Saturday consoling 


REYES 


themselves with the $2,000 (around P104,000) 
reserved for starters in the $2-million event. 

‘The 45-year-old Sambajon, who plays out of 
North Terrace, California, assured himself of at 
least $10,000 (around P520,000) like Efren "1 


SAMBAJON 


ta” Reyes, Django Bustamante, Marlon Manalo 
and qualifiers Rodolfo "Boy Samson" Luat, Alex 
Pagulayan, Antonio Lining, Dennis Orcollo and 
Ronnie Alcano. 

Reyes and Bustamante advanced with identi- 
cal 4-1 records in Group 45 along with American 
Dee Adkins. Orcollo, Alcano, Manalo and Luat 
tallied 4-1 records. 

‘The 2002 Singapore Asian 8-ball winner and 
2004 World Fujairah 8-ball champion, Reyes 
nipped Andreja Klasovie (8-4) of Serbia and 
Montenegro and American Jonathan Macias (8- 
2) before losing to American Dee Adkins, 7-8, on 
Tuesday He bounced back by demolishing Philip. 
Harrison (8-2) of Switzerland and nipping Bus- 
tamante (8-6) yesterday. 

Menalo's victims were Wayne Catledge (8-3), 
Loree Jon Jones (8-1), Marko Lohtander (8-4) 
and legendary 8-ball star Mike Sigel (8-5) to fin- 

9 RP/AR 


Soaring Eagles take on skidding Tams 


GAMES TODAY (Minoy Aquino Stadium) 
2p.m.—NUvs UE 
4p.m—Ateneo vs FEU 


day at the Ninoy Aquino Stadium. 
The Eagles and the Tamaraws 
collide at 4 p.m. with the Tams seek- 


The University of the East War- 
riors and the National Bulldogs, 
with contrasting fortunes the past 


“We have very realistic goals,” 
said Dandan, who steered NU to the 
Final Four in 2001. “We're not trying 


ing to end a three-game slump. week, will square off at 2 p.m. to say that (the win against FEU) 
COACHNORMANBLACKDOESNT “We're 3-0 and I'm very happy”  Tailenders in the last five seasons, wasa statement game. The boys are 
mind if people attribute Ateneo's said Black after Ateneo pulled off a фе Bulldogs just scored the biggest just working hard every game and 


winning streak to luck. 

All he's thinking about now is to 
keep that streak alive when the Ea- 
gles face the skidding defending 
‘champion Far Easter Tamaraws in 
the UAAP basketball tournament to- 


73-72 squeaker against Adamson. "I 
don't know what the expectations. 
are from other people, but my ex- 
pectations are to try to win games. 
‘The idea is to win as many games as 
possible and peak at the right time.” 


Saturday. 


contenders. 


upset in the tournament with a 73- 
64 triumph over the Tamaraws last 


But coach Manny Dandan is far 
from declaring his Bulldogs as title 


[want] to eam that respect back.” 

А loss to the Santo Tomas Tigers 
also didn’t change UE coach Dindo 
Pumarenis perspective. 

"The team's confidence is intact" 
ssdPumaren. Jasmine W Payo 
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_SVENSON'S HAIR LOSS Rx:_ 


Hair Advance 
Stimulator Therapy 


Your grandfather and father started becoming bald 
that way. Now it's your tum to have a receding hairline. 
if you dread the prospect of meeting the same bald fate, 
stop losing hair right now at Svenson. Hair Advance 
Stimulator Therapy will restore your hairline's natural 
level by inhibiting hair loss and hastening re-growth for 
a thicker look. 


You don't have to suffer from hair loss. Take the 
effective Svenson solution for your receding hairline and 
look forward to a thicker, fuller look. Call Svenson for 
а FREE hair and scalp check-up. 
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POC wants 
programs 
from NSAs 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


THE PHILIPPINE OLYMPIC COMMITTEE 
yesterday instructed all national sports asso- 
ciations to come up with their respective plan- 
ning programs that will be presented to their 
prospective corporate sponsors. 

‘The program, according to the POC directive 
issued during its recent expanded executive 
council meeting, must detail the plan of action of 
each NSAs with regard to sports development, 
including training and competitions. 

Tt must be appetizing enough for the private 
sponsors to pledge support for the NSAs like 
what they did—through the initiative of First 
Gentleman Mike Arroyo—during the 2005 
Southeast Asian Games and other intemational 
competitions before that, 

РОС secretary general Steve Hontiveros said 
the planning program must not only include the 
Doha Asian Games this December but also a 
road map en roure to the 2008 Beijing Olympics. 

“if they don't have sports planning programs, 
they canit have funding from the private sector” 
said Hontiveros. 

“The POC directive is seen as a last-ditch resort 
to tap private support for the coming Asian 
Games after its appeal to Mr. Arroyo to again 
spearhead а fund-raising drive to finance the 
training of the RP bets fell on deaf ears. 

The First Gentleman, who helped raise P160 
million for the SEAG campaign, has decided to 
stay away from RP sports this year after receiv- 
ing criticisms, instead of praise, for his role in last 
years unprecedented SEAG championship 


OVER THE BAR: Sweden’s Kajsa Bergqvist clears the bar in 
the women's high jump of the DN Galan athletic meet being 
held at the Olympic Stadium in Stockholm, Sweden, on 
Tuesday. She won the event with aleap of 2.02 meters. aa 
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RP-Air21 thumps 
Malaysia for title 


ZHONGSHAN, CHINA—RP-AIR21 CRUSHED MALAYSIA, 93-70, TUESDAY TO CAPTURE 
the inaugural Dr. Sun Yat Sen Cup international invitational basketball championship be- 
fore an overflow crowd at the Zhongshan gymnasium here. 


А favorite whipping boy by the Philippines 
in the Southeast Asian Games, the Malaysians 
were in the game only in the first quarter аз 
the Filipino pros, despite playing with only 
eight men, took the half at 52-31. 

Mark Telan, the most consistent player in 
the team, showed the way for the Filipinos 
with 20 points, including nine in the first 
quarter. 

Reigning PBA slam dunk champion K.G. 
Canaleta and Leo Avenido added 16 points 
apiece, followed by Ryan Bernardo with 13, 
Ronald Tubid with 11 and Bruce Dacia with 
10. 

The Filipinos, supported by the Basketball 
Association of the Philippines (BAP) and 
sponsored by Burlington, Accel and Federal 
‘Tyres, won the four-team tournament two 
days after placing fourth in the tough Eastcol- 
ight-Super Kung Sheung Cup in Hong Kong. 

Aside from the finely crafted championship. 
trophy, RP-Air21 also picked up the top prize 
of ¥40,000 (about P280,000) for winning the 
tournament held in honor of the late patriot 
and political leader born here in Zhongshan. 

Malaysia, represented by its national team, 
pocketed 30,000. 

Third place went to the United States-based 
Asian-American Sports Club, which downed 


drive. 

With the snub, the POC decided to name chair 
Bytch Ramirez of Philippine Sports Commission 
aš RP Asiad chef de mission. 

POC president Peping Cojuangco had earlier 
said the private sector is willing to help as long as 
there is a concrete plan of action by the NSAs. 
‘Among those who have expressed willingness to 
help, according to the POC chief, is Smart PLDT 
boss Manny V Pangilinan. 

The Philippines is set to send more than 200 
athletes to Qatar this December. While accom- 
modations will be shouldered by the Doha orga- 
nizers, the POC fears that the P30 million allot- 
ted by the PSC for the training and actual com- 


Tiu bests Jota, 


ROSARIO, BATANGAS—JONATHAN TIU OF 
Team Ere bested-arch rival Dave Jota of 
Blanche Racing in the final face-off to capture 
the premiere Quick 8 crown recently in the 
fourth leg of the 2006 Red Horse National 
Drag Racing Championship at the Drag Strip 
of the Batangas Racing Circuit here. 

‘The win tightened up the fight between Tiu 
and Jota for the Drag Racing Driver of the Year 
award in the event sanctioned by the Automobile 
Association Philippines. 

Jota jumpstarted, thus losing the race by red 
light as Tiu coasted to the finish line clocking 
21.022. seconds. Tiu now holds a total of 30 


tightens race 


points, just 10 points behind Jota who has 40. 

A total of 101 drivers competed in the event 
sponsored by Red Horse Beer, San Miguel Corp. 
and supported by Pilipinas Shell, Denso, Yoko 
hama, Casino Filipino and Sparco. 

Heavy rains forced organizers to postpone the 
Pro class semifinal stage. The Pro class race will 
resume on the next leg set Aug. 26. 

The other winners were Danes Sarmiento of 
Pit 21 and lan Verdeflor of Goodguys Dragsports. 
Sarmiento clocked 14.999 seconds to clinch the 
‘Sportsman Class at the expense of Vic Mallare of 
‘Team Ready (16.158). Verdeflor bested Mark 
Атшгао of Just Racing in the Hotstreet division. 


the Zhongshan Selection of China, 85-74. 

“We're very, very happy to win the title. This 
is another big achievement for the team,” said 
RPAir21 mentor Johny Tam, who shared the 
coaching chores with Bo Perasol. 

‘The two coaches, who received a congratula- 
tory message from BAP president Joey Lina, ac- 
knowledged the support of Bert Lina and Lito Al- 
varez of Air21, Ruddy Tan of Burlington, Philip 
Goand Willy Ortiz of Accel and Ronnie Co of Fed- 
eral Tyres. 

Earlier Tuesday, the RP-Air21 team and the rest 
of the participants had a brief tour of the city, 
which included a visit to Dr. Sun Yat Sen's resi- 
dence-museum, 

The Filipinos, who played minus skipper 
Wynne Arboleda, who sustained an injury, and 
brothers Yancy and Ranidel de Ocampo, who 
flew back home following the untimely death of 
their father, were scheduled to retum at 9 last 
night via Cebu Pacific. 

The score: 

ВР-АВ21 93 —Teon 20, Canala 16, Avni 16, Beror- 
4o 13 abd 11, Daca 10, Se 4, Padila 3. 

MALAYSIA 80—001 Ban Sin 23, Cheong Yow Keen 12, 
tig Thiam Hong 8, Tam Hoong 8, Soo Eng Heng 6, Koh 
Way Tek 5, Abdul Kader 3, Tan Wei Wu 2, Е Loh 2, 
Satyaseeigan 1 

Quarters: 25-20, 52-31, 78-50, 99-70. 


CHAMPS: Ozamiz City officials and players, led by Mayor Reynaldo 
Parojinog, team manager Mike Ochate and coach Albert Calvo, ubilate 
after Ozamiz Cotta copped the Guerrero Brandy-NBC national basketball 


petion may rit be enough. crown for the second straight year at the expense of Pagadian City. 
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By June Navarro 


EVERY TIME THE PHILIPPINE BASKETBALL 
duces a banner year, plans to expand the league 

Commissioner Noli Eala has 
opened exploratory talks with two 
respectable local companies in a bid 
to increase the number of teams in 
the league following the huge suc- 
cess of the 2005-2006 season. 

Major turnarounds in gate re- 
ceipts, attendance and television 
ratings have contributed im- 
mensely to the big success that 
has made the PBA more attractive 
to potential sponsors. 

"There are two companies 
which expressed interest but 1 
don't want to reveal them at this 
time," Eala told the Inquinen. 

Eala hinted that one of the 
companies is into sports except 
basketball while the other has 
been contemplating on building 
up its brand name in the PBA. 

‘Thoughts of expanding the 
league cropped up following outgo- 


Lions-Knights 
‘must-see’ tiff 


IF TICKET SALES WOULD BE THE BASIS, THE EN- 
counter between defending champion Letran and 
San Beda College is indeed a "must-see" ballgame. 
While students, alumni and avid supporters of both 
schools have to wait until tomorrow after the games 
were called off yesterday, the Management Commit- 
tee of the National Collegiate Athletic Association still 
expecting a big crowd at the Ninoy Aquino Stadium. 
“Their rivalry is actually the oldest in the country as 
far as team sports competition is concerned,” said 
NCAA Mancom chair Bernie Atienza of host school 
College of St. Beniide. The Knights and the Red Lions 
colide tomorrow at 4 p.m. with both teams hoping 
to end their first round campaigns in the 82nd NCAA 
men's basketball wars on a positive note. The only 
time the Knights and the Red Lions disputed the 
NCAA tile was in 1950, when Letran won. 


Capacio 


attendance 


“Upon г 


by P26 mill 
Capacio, 


performance 
pending final accounting, we are 
projecting total revenues to grow 


Ricky Vargas of Talk N Text as chair 
next season, 
in live attendance was the biggest 
contributing factor. Games turnout 
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SPORTS 


Eala looks at two firms 
in wake of banner year 


ASSOCIATION PRO- 
inevitably comes up. 


ing PBA chair Ely Capacio's year- 
end accomplishment report. 


stressed that marked 


improvements in gate receipts, 


and television ratings 


contributed to the increase in the 
league's total revenues that could 
reach as high as P26 million 
"Pursuant to sound fiscal man- 
agement, we are expecting that 
the net adjusted income of the 
PBA will more than double from 
last season,” 


NOLI Eala: Exploratory 


percent or 
said Capacio. 
review of the current 


indicators and 


314,000 people. 


lion,” he added. 
who will give way to 
noted that the increase Despite the loss of 
franchise, the PBA mai 


Race 1—(0ruTri)— 
Mr. Cutter (4), T- + 
Шын rash = 

, High Fashio 
Marpangi Moon (2 ETE UNE 

Race 2—(Qrt/Tri)— Kalshnikov (5), Play It Again 
(4) Blue Iris (1), Romblon Rock (6) 

Race 3—(Ort/Trij—Tinder (3), Marque (1), Vi- 
vere (Š), Aliwaas (1 

Race 4—(Penta/Q From This Moment 
(9, Ката (9) 5 eed Bullet (8), Sunline (3), 

Kes Diamond t 

Race 5—(ürt/Trij-—-Aryaam/Aunt Margaret (5). 
лиз (3), RenzieStays (6), Don't 
ей Ella 

Race S (ortam ay Nicole (б), 

‘Smooth Strike (1), Gigi Gold (2), Terry 

Toon (7), Portfolio bvidend/Ravishing Raty 


( 

Rack. ents/QrVTii Long Diter gg 
Wakas (7), Well Noted (1), Daddy's Gir (4), 

War Hero (5) 

Race (Super S/Q} Jet Sutter (9) Lord 
Boni (1), triple Threat (6). Kai Akino/Prince 
Richard (3), Condoleeza (2), Black Pearl (9) 


in Metro Manila increased by 74.13 
from 423701 
737,782—a jump of more than 


He said the average game atten. 
dance for the 2005-06 season was 
6,647, an increase of about 63.15 
percent from the 2004-05 season 
and total turnout this year is the 
highest since the 1997 season. 


increase the number of gamedays 


talks 


from 104 last season to 111 this 
year or a 6.73 percent increase. 

Meanwhile, the PBA is also 
planning to bring its act to Dubai 
and Australia after а visit to 
Guam, where Red Bull and Alas- 
ka will kick off the 2006-2007 
PBA season on Sept. 22. 

‘Though the formal opening of 
the Philippine Cup is scheduled 
оп Oct. 1, the Bulls-Aces tiff will 
be considered as a regular match 
in the all-Filipino tournament. 


DCP lines up 
6 big dartfests 


THE DARTS COUNCIL OF THE PHILIPPINES (OCP) 
has lined up six major tournaments to select a nation- 
al team to represent the country in the Asia-Pacific 
Cup on Sept. 19 to 24. "We are now in the process of 
selecting the cream ofthe crop from our darters who 
will carry the Philippine flag in major international 
tournaments,” said lawyer Andrew L. Arrieta, DCP 
president. The DCP Darts Tour 2006 starts with the 
Philmasters Championship on July 28-30 in Baguio 
City. This willbe followed by the National Open Sin- 
gles Championship in Cagayan de Oro City starting 
‘Aug. 25. The Philippine Intemational Darts Open is set 
(Oct. 27-29 at SBMA in Olongapo City. Also on tap are 
the Philippine Cup Team Championship on Nov. 30 to 
Dec. 2 at the Pearl Рага in Parafiaque City, the one- 
‘day Battle of Champions, on Dec. 3 also at Реал Plaza 
Mall and the Metro Manila Darts League 2006. 


to 


the Shell 
aged to 


Les c. SPORTSWATCH 


Gaston new NBCC president 

FORMER PBA STAR FRITZ GASTON WAS ELECTED CHAIR OF THE NATIONAL 
Basketball Coaches Commission, succeeding Boysie Zamar during the election of 
officers at the Manila Hotel recenti. Gaston once played for UTex and Crispa. Also 
elected were Loreto Tolentino, Arturo Cristobal and Domeng Unson, vice chairs; © 
Bong Go, executive director; Horacio Lim, assistant executive director; Sunny Co; ^ 
treasurer, Alex Wang, executive adviser, Boy Cahanding Jr., officio president; and г, 
Orly Bauzon, Zamar, Johny Tam, Raymond Celis, Paul Advincula, Ronnie Cahand = 
ing and Shellalyn Gabagat, board of directors. Basketball Association of the Philip 
pines president Joey Lina inducted the officers assisted by BAP EVP Christian Tan. 


LPC cockfest attracts 200 entries 

MORE THAN 200 COCKERS OF LAS PIÑAS, PARAÑAQUE, PASAY, MUNTINLUPA 
and Cavite colide today in Las Piñas Coliseum's Fastest Win One-Cock Ulutan bé 
ginning at 7 a.m. Fights will be held until midnight. Coliseum manager Alex Tobias, 
‘and Yoyoy Dahonog, event hosts, said the total guaranteed prize is P230,000 for. 

an entry fee of P1,100. The breakdown of prizes: fastest win champion, Р70,000; :. 
‘second, P50,000; third, P30,000; fourth to eight, P10,000; 9th and 10th placers, 
15,000. Сай 873-1040 and 874-3910. 


SjC Rambulan gets going today 

ALL ROADS LEAD TO THE SAN JUAN COLISEUM TODAY AS THE PENULTIMATE 
round of P3.5M Rambulan 5-cock derby gets going at 5 p.m. with more than 80 
matches lined up. Sponsor is Sagupaan Complexor 3000. Participants with 1 and- 
1.5 points wili see action, according to promoter Ronnie Lacsina. A total prize of 
P700,000 will be distributed to the winners, broken down as follows: day champi- 
‘on, P400,000; any three points, P200,000 and champion handler, P100,000. This 
six-day derby holds it championship round on Saturday with over 120 fights Con» 
tact 0818-9001411 (Lacsina) for deta. 


Additional prizes in Pasay cockfest 

THE TOTAL GUARANTEED PRIZE IN PASAY CITY COCKPIT'S 20TH ANNIVER- 
say 5-cock derby (July 24,26 and 28 exceeded the P2 milion mark due to the , 
unexpected influx of entries. “Participants with 1 and 1.5 points сап stil win val 
able prizes due to the added prizes for any four points. Likewise, hay can also aim 
forthe three points combo of P100,000," said pit manager Eric dela Rosa. The 
championship round of the derby backed by Sagupaan Complexor 3000 starts at 
2 p.m. tomorrow with over 100 fights on tap. Those seeing action tomorrow must 
‘submit entries today, from 2-9 p.m. Call 843-1890, 843-1746 and 816-6750. 


Olympian Pons Saldaña dies 

PONCIANO “PONS” SALDAÑA, MEMBER OF THE 1954 NATIONAL TEAM TO THE 
Rio de Janeiro Brazil World Championship that landed 3rd place, died on July 21 
following а heart tac He played for the San Beda Red Lions and PAL in the de- 
funct MICAA. Saldaña also saw action in the 1952 Helsinki Olympics and 1954 
‘Asian Games in Manila. His body was brought to Arlington and cremated at Loy-. 
ola. His ashes were flown to lloilo, where he was based. 


AL 


DIAMOND JUBILARIANS: Surviving members of the 1946 UAAP 
‘champion UST Glowing Goldies. Seated (from left): Antonio Martinez, Dr. 
Jose Genato jr, Lt. Col. Julian Malonso (гес) and Ramoncito Campos. 
Standing (from left: Tito Tagle, Zenaida V. Fernandez (Francisco Vests 
daughter), Edwina N. Leung (Francisco Nepomuceno Sr/s daughter) and 
Antonio Fajardo (Gabriel Fajardo's son and Felicisimo Fajardo's nephew). 
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APV GLX PACKAGES 


Get FREE 3-YEAR LTO registration and 
TPL imsuramee, plus any of the following: 


1. Cash Payment 


CI FREE SHELL Gas Card worth P10,000. 
О FREE 1-year comprehensive insurance or Suzuki Genuine 
Accessories worth Р25,000. 


2. Low Interest Terms 


C) FREE SHELL Gas Card worth P10, 000. 
О Low interest rate with savings up to P25, 000. 


3. Low Down Payment Terms 


О Down payment of only P99, 000. 
О Plus, affordable monthly installments. 
Total savings up to P35, 000. 


Get a FREE SHELL GAS CARD 

worth P5,000 plus 

FREE 3-VEAR LTO registration 
and TPL insurance for every 
purchase of APV GL MT. 


765,000 99,000 


* Only applicable for GLX AT. 
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ТАБ VEGAS, NEVA- 
da—LeBron James 
joined fellow class 
‘of 2003 NBA draft 
Thembers Dwyane 
Wade, Chris Bosh 
and Kirk Hinrich in 
faking the cut as 
the USA trimmed its 
Foster to 15 for the 
World ^ Basketball 
Championships. 

2: They all, as expect- 
Si, survived the first 
found of cuts as the 
American team wrapped up a six-day 
training camp here on Tuesday. 
Т After letting Seattle SuperSonics guard 
Jüke Ridnour and Charlotte Bobcats for 
Ward Adam Morrison go on Tuesday 
"American coach Mike Krzyzewski still has 
tliree more cuts to make before the Worlds 
‘which begin Aug. 19 in Japan. 

="I spoke to them (Ridnour and Morri- 
Sôn) and they were understanding and 
Sery appreciative,” said Krzyzewski. 

his will be one of the youngest teams 

fall of NBA stars the US has sent to the 
“Worlds. Krzyzewski had to retool the ros- 


HINRICH 


15-man roster > 


meures JAMES ” 
ter because a number of players either de- 
clined to play for the national team or 
pulled out with injures. 

That absent list includes guard Kobe 
Bryant of the Los Angeles Lakers (knee in- 
jury), Paul Pierce of Boston (elbow) and 
rookie guard JJ Redick of Orlando (back). 

In addition, Lakers forward Lamar 
Odom withdrew due to the death of hisin- 
fant son and Detroit Pistons All-Star guard 
Chauncey Billups pulled out to spend 
more time with his newborn daughter 

As recently as Monday, Phoenix Suns 
forward Shawn Marion pulled out be- 
cause of a left knee injury 


ANTHONY 


æ STOUDEMIRE ~ 


"IF they (injuries and withdrawals) 
hadn't have happened, it certainly would 
have been tough to get down to 15 or 16 
players, but these things take care of 
themselves,” Krzyzewski said. 

Hinrich, 25, is no lock to survive that 
cut, but his 2003 draft classmates almost 
certainly are. 

James, the 2lyearold superstar 
swingman of the Cleveland Cavaliers, and 
Wade, the electric 24-year-old All-Star 
guard of the NBA champion Miami Heat, 
are the best of the bunch and among the 
10 players chosen that are 25 or younger. 

Other youngsters include Bosh (22), 


the AllStar forward of 
the Toronto Raptors, 
and Denver forward 
Carmelo — Anthony 
Q2); guards Gilbert 
Arenas of Washington. 
(24) and Chris Paul of 
New Orleans (21); 
swingman Joe John- 
son of Atlanta (25); 
forward-center 
Dwight Howard of 
Orlando (20); and 
center ‘Amare 
Stoudemire of 

Phoenix (23). 

"We do have a lot of young players,” 
Krzyzewski said. “You could put seven or 
eight of those guys on а team and every 
опе of them would be under 25 and 
they/re good.” 

The elder statesmen include Los Ange- 
les Clippers forward Elton Brand, Wash- 
ington forward Antawn Jamison, Sacra- 
mento center Brad Miller and defensive- 
minded forwards Shane Battier of Hous- 
ton and Bruce Bowen of San Antonio. 

Team USA has not won an intemation- 
aleventsince the 2000 Olympics. АЕР 


THURSDAY, JULY 27, 2006 


zh 


за» 


jeeded defending champion 


Davao hopes to find 3rd marathon queen 


DAVAO CITY—THE COUNTRY'S LAST 
two Milo Marathon queens came from 


Davao City. 


raceon Jan. 29. 


grand finals on Dec. 10. Diaz, on the 
other hand, is already a qualifier having 
ruled the Kidapawan City leg of the 


‘Sunday when the 12th elimination leg 
of the year kicks off at the Rizal Park in 
Davao City are the promising Cheny 
Ann Javellana and the veteran Hazel 


From page A21 


Fish second in Group 46. Manalo loss came atthe hands 
Ё of group topnotcher Quinten Hann (4-8). 

Alcano, installed as a top five pick by bookmakers 
here, first ripped Aussie John Wims (8-3) before getting 
past American George San Souci (8-2), Valle (8-6) and 
Orcollo (8-7). Alcano, the 2002 AZ Billiards Rookie of 
the Year, suffered his only loss to ex-US Open 9-ball king 
Corey Deuel, 6-8. 

Other noted players advancing were former world 9- 
ball champions Mika Immonen of Finland, Nick Vamer, 

>; Earl Strickland and Johnny Archer of the USA, Ralf Sou- 
juet and Thorsten Hohmann of Germany: 

‘The 60 players who advanced to the third round were 
bracketed into 12 groups of five players each with the 
top three in each group qualifying for the next round. 

Reyes wound up in Group 62 with Strickland, Busta- 
mante in Group 63, Orcollo in Group 64 with Archers, 
Lining in Group 65 with Immomen, Luat in Group 67, 
Sambajon and Pagulayan in Group 69 and Manalo and 
Alcano in Group 70. 

~ The survivors of the third round are assured of 
{$17,000 (P880,000). Marlon Bernardino, contributor 


‘Small wonder the southern par- 
adiseis aiming to crown a third one. 
Estela MamacDiaz topped the 
Davao City leg in 2004 and Jnoan Ba- 
nayag followed suit last year. They both 
went on to bag the women's titles in the 
Milo Marathon Finals in Metro Manila. 
Being the defending champion, Ba 
nayag is already seeded to this year's 


Likewise, perennial contender and 
former Davao City leg winner Monaliza 
‘Ambasa already ran in the Gen. Santos 
City leg on July 2 and won. 

This leaves a wide open race for oth- 
ег Dabawenyas to step up and hog the 
limelight. 

Among the runners to watch on 


Madamba of Butuan City. 

In the men’s side, defending champi- 
on Angelito Sibayan is expected to re- 
tain his crown. He is expected to get 
tough challenge from Rey Villarma of 
University of Mindanao. 

According to local race organizer Vic. 
Sai, a record field of 9,000 runners will 


participate in the Davao leg of the 
countrys biggest and longest-running 
foot race held in partnership with Cebu 
Pacific, Bayview Park Hotel-Mania, 
Adidas, Department of Tourism and 
Powerbar: It is also supported here by 
the Fil-Chinese Firefighters Foundation, 
Inc, Davao Traffic Management 


Group, Patafa-XI and the Davao City 
Sports Council. 

‘The race will start at Rizal Park at ex- 
actly 6a.m, 


‘Dynamite’ explodes, nails RP lightweight title 


DAPITAN CITY—DEXTER “DINAMITA” DELADA 
won the Philippine lightweight title with a scary 
third-round technical knockout win over Christo- 
pher Saluday in the main event of the Double 
‘Trouble card here Tuesday night. 

After absorbing a series of big lefts, Saluday tumed 
his back midway in the third as a sign of surrender 
following the heavy bombardments from Delada. 

Saluday, however, started strong and cut Dela- 
da early with a shot over the right eye, before the 
duo waged a breath-taking exchange of punches. 


Saluday was downed by a big left in the second 
round, and saw himself deducted twice in the 
same round following accidental head-butts. 

In the co-mainer, Wyndel Janiola took the PBF 
light-flyweight title with a majority deci 
Davao's Philip Parcon over 10 rounds. 

Janiola was floored in the penultimate round, 
but had piled up enough points to barely edge out 
the gutsy Parcon. 

In the undercards, Jonathan Ba-at prevailed on 
a fifth-round technical decision over Cebu's Ping- 


ping Tepura after a cut on Ba-at from an acciden- 
tal clash of heads that prompted the ring physi- 
cian to order a stoppage. 

Cebu's Apol Suico also prevailed on a ninth- 
round knockout over a spirited Isidro Balabat, 
"while Gedion Amba was impressive in a second- 
round technical knockout win over Jing Supremo 
after a hellish exchange of leather. 

Joe Galamiton also barely prevailed over 
Jonathan Candari on a close unanimous decision. 

Salven Lagumbay, contributor 


The latest survey* from Nielsen Media Research shows the Philippine Daily Inquirer as the Most Read BroadsHeet in 


* t 


the country, 


We thank you, our valued readers, for making us your #1. 
“Nielsen Media Index 2006 **Broadsheet Yesterday Readers 
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“High heels? 
What about your joint pains?” 


“Watch me.” 


Now, nothing can stop you from 
living life to the fullest. Introducing 


Flanax. Flanax provides long-lasting 


A b 8 
What makes Jessica Soho happy? rellet from stronger pals ike 


Packed newscasts, cutting-edge docus, top ratings for GMA 7. Also huge bags, shopping, 
cooking (baked mac and Chinese ham), and personally stuffing the food bags of reporters rheumatism, arthritis and joint pains 
and crew men she's dispatching everywhere with everything, from dried fish and shrimp 

paste to munggo and korniks. See page A2-2. 


во you can have the confidence to 


Urian lifetime achievement Б ЕЯ 
award goes to Eddie Garcia 


CTOR-DIRECTOR EDDIE V. 

Garcia will receive the 

Natatanging Gawad for life- 
time achievement in cinema during 
the 29th Gawad Urian on Aug. 3. 

Given out by the Manunuri ng Pelikulang 
Pilipino, the Gawad Urian is considered the most. 
credible award for excellence in Filipino fim- 
making. 

Garcia, 85, is being cited for multiple achieve- 
ments as actor, director and all-around icon in 
the film industry The Manunuri is also citing him 
for his selfless support of aspiring filmmakers by 
playing roles in indie movies for nearly no pay. 

1п 1999, Garcia appeared in Raymond Red's 
"Anino," which won the grand prize in the short 
film category of the Cannes Film Festival. 

Garcia also appeared in Filipino-American 
Gene Cajayoris "Debut," which won the Best 

URIAN/ A24 
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“By the INQuinen Entertainment Staff 


PEEK INTO THE PURSE OF 
award-winning broadcast 
journalist Jessica Soho 

yields curious discoveries. 

She's not lugging around the 1999 Peabody 
trophy (the Pulitzer of broadcasting) or the 
1993 TOYM (The Outstanding Young Men) 
medal—just two of her numerous achieve- 
ments; instead we find, as she fishes them out, 
Nokia 9500 and 9300 cell phones and her pass- 
Port, plus stacks upon stacks of research materi- 
al 
2. Thats because as reporter, TV host (of the 
‘Saturday night show, “Kapuso Mo, Jessica So- 
ho”) and vice president of GMA 7 News and 
Public Affairs, Jessica's work is never done. 

She explains that everyday, anywhere she 
-may be, she receives ratings reports and news 

story lists on her fax-ready mobile phones. 

‘The passport, she points out, is always on 
hand just in case she's suddenly dispatched 
abroad—anywhere from Afghanistan to Zim- 
babwe. 

As for the research material. 

Lets just say she has come prepared for this 
INQUIRER interview—which is, of course, intrud- 

ing into her job of overseeing “24 Oras," “Saksi” 

-Zand "Flash Report," but we can't keep it short (it 

ZZ takes over two hours). 

27 In the middle of the exchange, she receives 
2 the story lineup for that evenings prime time 
1 news program. 

She takes her job seriously thats clear Its no 
joke being in charge of the 880-strong News 
"and Public Affairs department. 

"Thats 300 plus for News alone,” she gasps. 

She admits that, as boss, she tends to be too 
‘hands-on, “bordering on being OC." 

Believe it or not, she personally did the gro- 
cery shopping for ће network's Mount Everest 
team. 

“I made sure they had hibe and bagoong as 
baon to Nepal,” Jessica recounts, chuckling. 


How hecticis your life, exactly? 
Tm like a child star, deprived of childhood. 


Even though you no longer host the daily 
‘morning show? 

Yes, it's crazy, because I'm now running the 
newsroom day-to-day. 


тншузм ALY INQUIRER’ 


ENTER 


You're in the studio when “24 Oras” goes on 
air? 

Yes. I make it a point to be in the office 3 p.m. 
onwards, monitoring the news minute per 
minute. A big story may break in the middle ofa 
newscast. Everything is fluid and, because of 
the limited running time, some stories are 
dropped from the lineup. Often, we have to 
make decisions on the spot. 


For example? 
The school shooting in Beslan, in the former 
USSR (2004). We scrapped our original lineup. 


How do you choose stories to be aired? 

Of course, the news item should be of nation- 
al interest. Plane crashes and terrorist bombings 
areno-brainers. But it gets tricky when there are 
no big stories that stand out. That’s when we 
consider the intricacies of the medium—we 
make sure that a story comes out with a good 
video. 


What if it’s a good story, but there's no ac- 
companying video? 
Sometimes we still air it, if it's really big. 


What time does your day start? 

Around 10 or 11 a.m., I usually start making 
calls. If 'm lucky, I find time to go on the tread- 
mill. But if have a shoot for “Kapuso,” I'm up at 
92m. 


How many times a week do you shoot for 
"Kapuso"? 

Sometimes twice ... But if 'm going abroad, 
more than twice. 


When you're abroad, who runs the news- 
room? 

Ido, by remote control. I call the news desk to 
find out whats happening and to tell them 
which stories to pursue. They сай me if prob- 
lems arise. 


Do you bring your many gadgets abroad? 
My cell phones have built-in fax. I get the 
lineup, and ratings, daily. 


So you need to carry a big bag all the time! 
My bag is my house ... and I have two of 
these! 


What are your other duties in the news- 
room? 
Naku, 1 do big and small things for reporters. 
When we sent а team to Mount Everest, I did 
them. I asked what they want- 
instant noodles, junk food? 1 
1880, bagoong (shrimp paste), 
fish) and hibe (dried shrimp). 
ber) Romy Garduce was aston- 
t the bagoong through customs. 
е touches are important when 
you're sending people off to battle, so to speak. 
о part of my job, to look after their wel- 
gine, 1 was sending five people to trek 
11 days! 


You're at once a mentor and tormentor. 
1 em, yes. Ies not easy. Ive 
come to terms with the fact that Fm the 
kontrabida in their lives. But there 
re times when I feel I need to 
show my appreciation. For exam- 
its a tradition at the office 
that, on Noche Buena, I buy 
them Majestic ham and cook 
‘macaroni salad. 


How much time do you 
have for yourself? 
Very lite. 


What do you do to un- 
wind? 
cook. It's good thera- 
xT go to the Lung Cen- 
ter [lea marker] every 
Sunday and buy organic 
vegetables. 


How much air time do you al- 
lotto police stories? 
We don't do police stories that of- 
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ten. Sheila Coronel's group (Philippine Center 
for Investigative Journalism) conducted a study 
commissioned by the De La Salle University 
(2006), which showed that we have less crime 
stories compared to [ABS-CBN's] “TV Patrol.” 
Usually, we have two to three stories, and two of 
them would be about accidents, 


Your tagline is: "Ang imporante, buhay ng 
tao (What's important is people's lives).” 

Our reports always work within the context 
of public safety. We acquired a computer soft- 
ware that can situate crime hotspots in the city. 
We contextualize [the information]. Why do 
robberies occur in that place? Is it because 
there's a busted streetlamp? But really, we have 
less crime stories now. 


Is this a network policy? 
Ies not really... in black and white, but its a 
conscious effort. 


How many entertainment stories do you air 
nightly? 

‘Three voiced-over show biz stories with short 
УТА, “Chika Minute" comes out thrice on “24 
Oras.” 


How do you handle entertainment news, es- 
pecially since the network also has its own 
stable of stars? 

Although we help promote some of our en- 
tertainment programs, we still have to report 
news that involves our contract artists. Like, we 
reported on Richard Gomez's problems with the 
Bureau of Internal Revenue (BIR). Same with 
Ethel Booba and Alex Crisano [who had а vio- 
lent fight] in Boracay—it so happened that our 
reporter, Lala Roque, was billeted in the same 
hotel as Ethel and Alex. 


What about movies produced by GMA 
Films? 

That's also about our stars, but we instruct re- 
porters to look for a news angle, and not make it 
an outright promo. We deal with advertisers the 
same way. One company threatened to pull out 
its ads because we did a report on its environ- 
mental violations. But the stand of Mr. Gozon 
(lawyer Felipe Gozon, GMA 7 president) is that 
we cannot suppress news. I myself can be hard- 
headed in this aspect because Гїп from the old 
school of journalism. 


What was your favorite beat as a reporter? 

Defense, where I earned my stripes. Itwas al- 
so perfect timing because that was the season of 
coups, the transition years after Edsa I 


Who was your mentor? 

Louie Beltran was my teacher in UP Diliman. 
1 took up Journalism—print, not broadcast. So 
when I started working for GMA 7, I had to 
learn everything from scratch. I couldn't write 
long sentences. couldn't do “atmosphere” arti. 
cles. 1 threw out the window everything 1 had 
learned in school. 


What do you watch on TV presuming you 
still have the time? 

Lately, Koreanovelas. I'm amazed by the Ko- 
reans; they're fantastic storytellers, so into de- 
tails. We seem to have lost that touch. Their love 
scenes are so heartfelt, even if the lead stars are 
not shown kissing or embracing. I went to Korea 
once for a story and asked TV directors what 
made their soap operas so effective. I suppose 
it’s because they went back to old storytelling 
values. They told me these values never go out 
of style. 


Do you dream about your job? 

Hay naku, bangungot (nightmare)! At first, it 
was tough because I didn't like managing peo- 
ple—especially news people. 1 had sleepless 
nights when it dawned on me that I'd be su 
vising all of them—including Mike Enriquez! 


Do you feel like a celebrity? 

"Television is a peculiar medium. Were sup- 
posed to be journalists, but we come out on the 
same screen as Sharon Cuneta and Ethel Booba. 
Whether we like it or not, we've evolved into 
celebrities. 


Raymond Bagatsing 
to tour US as Rizal 


RAYMOND BAGATSING 


RAYMOND BAGATSING WILL star in a stage play about Jose 
Rizal, written by a Polish-American author. The play, "Blue 
Moon," will tour the United States starting October. Way to gol 
Full story tomorrow in Inquirer Entertainment. 


Rushes | 


Oh, what a kiss! 

WHO is Janice de Belen try- 
ing to reach with this seri- 
ous smooch? Find out to- 
morrow in Stars Living. 


тоон котом 


JANICE DE BELEN 


That’s bonding 
WE WITNESSED the “bond- 
ing” day for “Till I Met You" 
lead stars Regine Velasquez 
and Robin Padilla. It was driz- 
zling up in the Tagaytay loca- 
tion, but the atmosphere was 
sizzling hot! Story and more 
pictures tomorrow, in Stars Liv- 
ing. 


REGINE VELASQUEZ 
Crate Brit DI. and Robin Padilla 
LONDON—Actor Sean Connery, best known for playing secret 
agent James Bond, has been voted the greatest British hero in a 
poll released Tuesday. AFP 


New gig 
LOS ANGELES—Britney Spears’ hubby has a new gig. 

Kevin Federline, 28, will close the Teen Choice Awards, perform- 
ing his single "Lose Control" for the first time on network television 
The show airs Aug. 20 on Fox. 


Stay away... 
LOS ANGELES—A Los Ange- 
les judge has issued a restrain- 
ing order against a woman 
who suddenly confronted 
Irish actor Colin Farrell dur- 
ing a taping of "The Tonight 
Show with Jay Leno," court 
officials said Monday. 
Dessarae Bradford, 31 
years, who climbed on stage 
during Thursday's taping and 
appeared to hand the actor 
some papers, stopping the 
television show, must remain 
at least 50 yards (meters) 
away from the actor until a 
new hearing on Aug. 16, the 
court ruled. AFP 


West End debut 
LONDON—Hollywood star 
Patrick Swayze will make his 
debut in London's West End 
on Thursday (Friday in Mani- 
la) after а ches infection Farrell with mom Rita at the 
forced him to postpone his “Miami Vice” premiere. 
opening night, a theater spokesman said Monday. 

Swayze, 53, will play gambler Nathan Detroit in “Guys and 
Dolls” at the Piccadilly Theatre. AFP 


„ог my mom will shoot. Colin 


Another Cruise win 

GENEVA—Action hero film star Tom Cruise on Monday won an 
off-screen combat—against a cyber-pirate who was using his 
name for advertising. 

The UN intellectual property agency WIPO said an Internet 
dispute body it runs had ruled for Cruise. The pirate, identified 
only as Network Operations Center/Alberta Hot Rods, was or- 
dered to hand over the Internet domain name tomcruise.com to 
the actor. Reuters 


Sensitive Richie 

NEW YORK—Lionel Richie, father of size-zero Nicole Richie, 

says he's hurt by media chatter about his daughter's weight loss. 
“TIl be honest with you, it hurts me more than it hurts her,” the 

57-year-old R&B singer tells "Access Hollywood" in an interview. 

{must tell you, Pm the basket case.” AP 


Goodbye, Cowell 

NEW YORK—David Hasselhoff saw his star rise again as a judge. 
on NBC television's "America's Got Talent," produced by pal Si- 
mon Cowell. Still, he says he might not return for another sea- 
son. 

“Idon't know,” Hasselhoff tells Newsweek magazine in its July 
31 issue. "This is not my cup of tea. 1 signed on for one season, 
and Simon Cowell conned me into it: Here's a lot of money,’ and 
it's like "The Gong Show.” 


9/11 feature 


From Amelia J. 
Pebly-Luke 
(psu_330@ 
yahoo.com): 
Dear Mr. Nepales, 

1 read your article 
entitled, “I actually 
saw Jesus coming 
toward me" via Spir- 
itDaily.com. — Very 
well written! I live 
less than 45 minutes 
away (Тт in New 
Jersey) from the 
Twin Towers and 
have several friends 
who either wit- 
nessed people jump- 
ing from the build- 
ing (Mikes hair 
turned white within 
four days, and he's 
only 25) or lost par- 
ents and spouses 
(Samie went 
through two years of 
counseling). 

Iam going to for- 
ward your article to 
my family and ask 
them to pray for 
those two guys you 
wrote  about—and 
definitely, 1 myself 
will pray for them 
and their rescuers! 

Thank you again 
for: writing such а 
great article! God 
bless you! 


From Maria Luisa 
Rodriguez-Lee 
(leeml@mor- 
ris.umn.edu), Ph. 
D., Professor 
Emeritus 

of Spanish, Mor- 
ris, MI 

Dear Mr. Nepales, 

Thank you very 
much for writing the 
article, "I actually 
saw Jesus coming to- 
ward me,” recount- 
ing the 9/11 heroic 
rescue and survival 
stories of Will Jimeno 
and John McLough- 
lin 

I am a Catholic, 
and I thank you very 
much for quoting 
their exact words— 
testifying to the fact 
that they prayed 
"The Lord's Prayer 
and the "Hail Mary" 
Over and over until 
the rescue workers 
found chem. 

Even though the 
secular film only 
mentions this fact 
once and the secular. 
media usually—99.9 
percent of the 
time—either omits 
this ог grudgingly 
mentions it, you had 
the courage and hon- 
esty to print the 
truth, You are a rare 
columnist in this sec- 
ular world. 

Thank you, and 
may God bless you. 


From Elizabeth 
Desouze (elkdes- 
ouza@hot- 
mail.com), Del- 
tona, FI, USA: 
Dear Mr. Nepales, 

Your article was 
enlightening. Now 
I'm looking forward 
to seeing the movie, 
especially since faith 
in Jesus Christ will 
be emphasized via 
the media in this 
country, something 
that is so much 
needed, Most of the 
time, the media 
work against believ- 
ers and ridicules 
them overtly or sub- 
tly—which is all 
right, for we too are 
meant to carry our 
cross. 

Itjust feels good to 
be validated. And 
most of all, God will 
be pleased. 

Solo Dei gloria! 
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Witness the biggest WWE action 
on the big screen at these 
SM Cinema branches: 


Cebu, Fairview, Mall of Asia 
Manila, Megamall, North EDSA, 
Southmall, Sta. Mesa 


Weekend Screening Ticket 
at P 150.00 


July 29 (Weekend Screening) 
10:30 2.m., 1:30 p.m., 4:30 p.m., 7:30 p.m. 


July 30 (Weekend Screening) 
40:30 2.m. 1:30 p.m. 4:30 p.m. 7:30 p.m, 
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Ant IRT Contest 
f Children ages 8-12 yrs ош mut 


— schedule of — 


activities 


‘win advance screening tickete and gift packs 
+ Top 3 winners will get additional gift packs from Ñ 
Warner Bros 
= Art materials will be provided 
Dress-up like an ANT Contest 
+ Kids ages 4-8 уга old пм may join tho contest 
+ Dress up We your favorito ANT BULLY» charac: 
ter and von prizes: 
All activities wil! be on JULY 29 at 3PM 
at the fountain area. Pre-registration starts on 
Ploaso sign up at tho Park Avo. 
jon Counter of Robinsons Galleria 
For inquies, pls. contact the 
D | Marketing Comm. Dept. 
ДСЙ аваз 8137 / 683.6100 lacs 780 
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Perfect Gift ^ ' 
Al'Year Round 


A Pre Paid Movie Pass to the Hottest Seats in town. 


Get Special discounts fbr volume purchases! 
= For тизер and evessjesanations please cal: Marketing Services Department at 687-7945 o 47 local and 15 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


Urian lifetime achievement ... saue: 


Dréfnatic Feature award in the San 
Di€go International Film Festival in 
2000; and in Rica Arevalo's “ICU 
Вей #7,” which won for Best Direc- 
tof in the first Cinemalaya Film Fes- 
tival last year. 

‘Asan actor Garcia has played the 
full gamut of roles available in fea- 
ture cinema, from villain to leading 
mån. He has starred in nearly all 
genres—from his 1949 debut in the 
costume “moro-moro” drama, “Si- 
ete Infantes de Lara,” by Manuel 
Conde, to the Chinese-Filipino 
triarch in 2002's multi-cultural epic, 
“Mano Po.” 

nitlly making his mark as a 
“contravida,” the suave, musta- 
chioed and Hispanic-looking Garcia 
hab since played real-life personali- 
Чез such as General Alfredo Lim 
and General Alfredo Karingal, 
avenging judge (Judge Valderama” 
movies), and even comical roles 
(thé horny "Manoy"). 

{Garcia is the most awarded actor 
in Philippine cinema. Famas, the 


Oldest awards institution in the 
country, made him its first Hall of 
Fame awardee in 1974 for winning 
the Best Supporting Actor six times. 

He is also in the Famas Hall of 
Fame for winning Best Actor and 
Best Director five times each. 

То date, Garcia has appeared in 
more than 250 feature movies. The 
Gawad Urian named Garcia Best 
Actor in 2000 for the prison drama, 
“Deathrow” 

Garcia is also one of the most 
successful film directors in Philip- 
pipe history. In the 1980s, he direct- 
ed the biggest movies of Sharon 
Cuneta and Vilma Santos. His best 
films are generally considered to be 
"Азау" (1978), starring Nora 
Aunor, and “Imortal” (1989), star- 
ring Santos. 

The 29th Gawad Urian will be 
held at the Henry Lee Irwin Theater 
of the Ateneo de Manila University. 
Produced by APT Productions, the 
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Catch the Cineplex Special 


Come to SHANG'S SEASON-ENDER SALE from JULY 14-31! 
Enjoy up to 75% OFF on selected items! Gel a chance to 
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‘Bromo during the sale penod 
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colorful ceremonies will be broad- 
cast on Channel 9 on Aug. 5. 
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“John атай delivers a performance thats destined to go dow 
as one ofthe great horror film heavies of the last 25 years." ^ 
- Quentin Tarantino 
*_as real as horror gets.” 
< Robert Rodriguez 
"Bound fo give even the most seasoned 
thriller seeker nightmares.” + 

* The Hollywood Reporter 
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Repertory Philippines presents 
Walt Disney's ALADDIN JR. 
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Breaking down the walls ОА 


By Paul Daza ble for the sexiness in this thriller. 
Contributor ‘Their acting is good, but they are 
hampered by their Tagalog lines. 
“MELROSE PLACE” AS SEEN The movies standout per- Review 
through the unflinching eyes of former is Jake Macapagal, who 
David Lynch and Mike de Leon. plays Jay, a bisexual yuppie torn 
That's one way to describe “Com- between his ex-wife (Lily Chu) ү 
pound,” the impressive digital and a male lover (Marq Dok СОМРООЧО 
movie debut of filmmaker Will lentes). Macapagal delivers all je aGininewhat's is iyi FBT Sea 
Fredo. The indie feature was ex- his lines, English and Filipino, Imagining what's [rl 
hibited out bf competition at the with just the right accent for his °" the other side , 1 swor 
justconcluded Cinemalaya 2006 character. His portrayal is quietly ruv. | тита оттим 
at CCR effective and devoid of cliches. D 
Shot with a DV camera, "Com- Chall [m 
pound" is the dynamic preject of Challenge ^ [o М 
а new Filipino movie maverick. Bringing all these characters to Itt, la Contor Mall Cinema 
Working with a talented but life within four isolating walls is 7 3 : bou cere 
mostly unknown cast, Fredo cre- director Will Fredo, who con- i > 3 
ates an unsettling portrait of peo- _stantly challenges viewers to dis- ү Y densis ore славел 
ple who have little in соттоп tinguish between what's real and ju 
apart from their address. what's imagined in this tale of a eire eae nee m 
Arcilla leads the cast as Vir- shabu user's descent into mad- + k f Я q 
gilio, owner of the compound ness. PINE , = PUER Jade Cinema 
where 90 percent of the movie Fredo generates suspense by Г I СЕЈ 
takes place. With a wife who simply making viewers imagine 2 х Ч са омно low амтат 
doesn't satisfy him sexually, а whars on the other side of a 5, ТС! wema 1 Suc 
teen daughter who claims со һауе locked door, and creates discom- 2 я = dom поют 
imaginary friends, and a business fort by showing a little girl tug- йг i5 i q & e, AMERICAN HAUNTING 
on the verge of collapse, Virgilio ging at her father’s hairy arm. б S i 
sniffs shabu. The movie's technical aspects, ÍS RAB, с=тт= т“ ООН 
B x especially the lighting, camera- emen, ^ tesa агы ay | tungsten le ТИЙ ТИЙ 
Panic, paranoia work, sound and editing, are Е К NNNM 
Arcilla successfully communi- first-rate. 
cates Virgilio’s pain, panic and Ао worthy of mention is the ai 
paranoia, but the award-winning theme song of Bob Aves and pns. Ё тазик, 
actor sometimes struggles with Grace Nono, which underscores Д _ nt y BUS 
the English dialogue. the characters’ mournful inability G i 
Janet Russ plays his vain wife to find love and happiness. 
Divina, who dreams of looking ^ "Compound" starts out slowly, : 
like Melanie Marquez. Russ suc- but builds steadily towards a Ч S FE 7 Dt ЫЫ 
ceeds in using Divinas shallow mind-bending climax that’s EXC LUSIVE -.. setmall po 
vanity to mask deeper emotions sprungonisaudienceükeanun ПСО R OR DAAA Bh 64 aD 
and motives. wound coil. Though a second CE ria SC Ld ee ERE 
Beauty queen Liza Difio is viewing is recommended for Robinsons Movieworld E 3 
Romina, the drop-dead-gorgeous those who want to fully under- s 
maid who has an affair with her stand the ending, one viewing СЕТ РРА A BASEA ЫЫ mima 
amo. Perry Escaño plays Big Boy, will be enough to convince you San Fernando з wate any 
a handsome houseboy/gardener. that the cast and crew of "Com- CES 
Though a little too mestizo for pound,” especially its hyphenate JULY 26 to August 01 PIRATES OFTHE CARIBEAN 2 
their roles as house help, Diaño auteur Will Fredo, are worth а насе ae 
and Escaño are chiefly responsi- keeping an eye on. named Blas (Nite Sicmatake) whe in forced inte pror. MME QNEMA 
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By Oliver M. Pulumbarit bare, partly due to some stationary m заков | OT oy 

Contributor camera angles. Still, "The Produc- m Зиков 
ers” pulls out all the stops to make | Open for advance screenings, product launches, concerts 

THE MEL BROOKS-CREATED the numbers energetic and coher- school events and other organizational functions. PLUS! Jen supenman nerunns 

Broadway smash “The Produc- ent The hilarity is enhanced by | Exclusive screenings ofblackbuster fms. бан мек 


ers," now a quirky movie directed Lane, to whom much of the film be- po E 
by Tony winner Susan Stroman, longs. But his costars also leave | For interested parties, you may contact Marketing Services T HX Ў и тешик | ponas or mae cananea t 
reutilizes stage and film actors their mark on itin varying degrees. | Department 687-7945 to 47 + 633-4446 + 636-2894 locals 14/15 тию CINEMAS ‘ates oF THe canimaeAN-2 : 
Nathan Lane and Matthew Brod- Broderick does well; its espe- Seet LIS BeSt 
erick, whose original perfor- cially funny when his nervous char- 2 
mances as the title characters acter remedies his panic attacks by 108  Laovw mewaren Lianas Cinema 
were pivotal to the musical’s suc- touching a piece of his old blanket m Dua Pasigi senatas 
cess, Gust like Linus from Charles fe 2 Lov rie wares 
W Schulz's “Peanuts” strip). a + бш WHITE LADY ‘SUPERMAN RETURNS 17. 
Bombastic wit Equally amusing and rife with q 1 o 
The pair retums and reprises unpredictable mood shifts is the а /MALL 
theroles for the new film incarna- Nazi playwright played by Will Fer- atellay ürmersPlaza \ d 
tion (it was a 1968 film by rell Gary Beach and Roger Blue Nave Vans Cinema |. - 
Brooks), effortlessly helping cre- Bart—who play the cross-dressing onc Я ? WR steed шщ иви 
ate an absurd, оне елар reali. Gregor and he flamboyant asis [ттер — Gateway CiHlEDIEKXIO m ПШ" тита 
ty that allows for many catchy tant, respectively—are the scene- : m) 2 murain 
song-and-dance numbers. жайы. Bart is virtually unrecog- r Suon | Foume rasa EPIRUS I 
There's bombastic wit in Brooks’ nizable here; his role is far removed | SUKOB JUST MY WCK THEBREAK-UP В lme литих 
спета which pessimo fom hi meuning chaer in | озима, nsreerrises | пайызы | {ЙД урт oreet. 
the eccentric protocols of show biz, “Desperate Housewives.” And, un- | NU 4 eum пели Lianas MovieCily 
feshed out fops, especially weath- Thurman adds gloss and sensuality | Ща засаде SUPER CINERAMA EB воли | 
producer Max Bialystock to the production as the token || wore Apy НЫ WHITE LADY 
(Lane). Reeling from a recent glamazon-actress wannabe, Ulla. NACHO UBRE SUPERMAN RETURNS JUST MY LUCK бш Cinerama Complex Recto | эте o NE CARIBBEAN 
кшдш ба qe ee g 1220/ 2401500 105:315/525/735,945 | 12:10/320/6:30/%40 1251400163590 OT | RATES OF THE CARIBBEAN 2° 
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shy and obsessive accountant Leo Occasionally silly ree e ta Word Mall 

Bloom (Broderick), who quickly While its comedic substance gets Prvesor me canaeeat-2 esta Word Mal 

quits his job to co-produce “the rehashed and milked unceasingly, (MALL sg ie meae |= 

Worst show” ever staged with him, "The Producers" parodies portions f= eo ware ay senom 
‘The musical, the new parmers of the entertainment industry well, 3 JUST MY LUCK LADY IN THE WATER PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN 2 DRINK suon 
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1 A 1 
believe, will be so reviled that giving a smart and occasionally sil- 20ys:10/sapret0 È Y oons acorsar [©] r20ra/230/830/830 3 ventu 
they'd run away with investor? ly take on its behind-the-scenes go- - — ү шыныга 
money unnoticed, soon after its ings-on. It's a comprehensible and WHITE LADY yal  SUKOB пе] К 
opening—or closing—night. The witty enough picture, however rajoney1:30/380/610/630 | A 1:80/200/4:107 620/830 ictal 
long, arduous process of casting jaggedly imperfect, that centers on b- сазна Berma Cinema 
the worst people for their chosen е common desire of entirely dif- For ticket inquiries, please call TicketNet at 911-5855 or log on to wwwticketnet.comph р | Rire] MD 
play, “Springtime for Hitler” takes ferent people to entertain others, ; 1 suos 
up most of the movie's time, butis and perhaps, to get rich or famous 3 ARANETA COLISEUM 3 mersramermousa | } 
occasionally hilarious and lively. while doing so. There's no busi- 4 sso | 2 mensremerunnusa |. 

The film isn't without kinks, ness, after all like show business, Е THE PUSSYCAT LIVE IN MANILA! 
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EVEN IF IT'S BEEN AGES SINCE DIETHER 
Ocampo and 1 last saw each other, we've nev- 
er drifted apart. He's the kind of friend who 
makes a dent in your life. It was such a joy to 
touch base with him during his post-birthday 
dinner. l've never seen Diet more relaxed and 
at peace. Everything has fallen into place in 
his career and personal life. 

“Kristine (Hermosa) and I have learned 
from our mistakes. We should not have 
rushed into marriage only to find out that its 
void from the start. Hopefully, next year, we 
will do it right. And for sure di na namin ilili- 
him” 

The beautiful couple will be 
seen in the premiere tele- ` 
cast of “Star Magic Pre- 
sents” on July 29 (after 
“Wowowee”). 

Isn't he wary of the 
new faces in the biz? 
“Modesty aside, I 
worked hard to get to 
where I am right 
now. Most of 
the young ac- 
tors these days 
become — fa- 
mous instantly 
by joining reality 
shows. It all came. 
so easy “or them so 
they don’t really value 
their work. Instead of 
being insecure, 1 share 
with them what I know 
about being profession- 
aland all.” 

He also shares his 
blessings unselfishly 
via his K.LD.S. Founda- 
tion. But the kid closest 
to his heart is his tod- 
dler son Dream. Proud Daddy Diet showed 
me a video of his unico hijo playing the 
drums. No need for drumbeating, though. 
Actors come and go but Diether is here го 
stay. Because when it comes to talent, he's 
never ona diet. 


FY (For Your Indulgence) 


‘Troy Montero was spotted shopping in 


mpr cnc pray seer son 


DIETHER OCAMPO and Kristine Hermosa 


Never on a diet 


Dorv 
Woop 


Dolly Ann 
Carvajal 
“Landmark with a chic lady who seems a bit 
older than him. She was clad in corporate 
attire. An eyewitness says Troy and the 
woman were quite sweet. Are they lovers or 
just shoppers? Does that mean that Aubrey 
is now MILES away from Troy's heart? 
*I finally met Manny Pacquiao at 
the birthday bash of Tita Cristy 
Fermin where he gamely gave a 
mini concert, With his sheer 
popularity, it doesn’t matter 
even if he just sings the 
“Abakada.” Pacman will al- 


be a knockout 
whatever һе 
does. After his 
show, I got to 
chat with him. 
Manny was in 
high ^ spirits 
while — John 
Estrada маз 
egging him on- 
to drink some 
more. I was 
about to burst 
into a song, 
"Para sa Yo.. 
ang tagay na 
pr 

* My beloved 
colleagues 
Benjie Felipe 
and Liza En- 
daya (of The Buzz mag) were teasing Sam 
Milby that he should take more of the multi- 
vitamins he's endorsing, to improve his 
memory. They say that Sam usually forgets 
the names of press people he has met. But. 
isn't Sam too cute not to forgive? Maybe 
what he can do as saving grace is to flash his 
killer smile and say, "Im poor with names. 
Can I just call you Baby?" 


* Antoinette Taus is back on the scene 
(after a one-and-a-half year hiatus in the 
US) but not in the arms of Dingdong 
Dantes. "I didn’t come home to snatch him 
away from Karylle, though I got hurt be- 
cause even when we were still on I heard 
talks that he was already dating Karylle. А 
week after we broke up, on na sila." What 
about the persistent rumor that they have a 
love child? “If we really had a kid, why 
should I hide it?" As she stages a comeback, 
Toni must contend with the fact that the 
name of her ex will always crop up and ring 
abell (Ding! Dong!) through the grapevine. 

*Ritchie Paul Gutierrez is out to prove 
that he can carve his own identity in the biz, 
"Im proud of what my parents, sis and 
brothers have achieved but 1 don't want to 
be trapped in their shadow." 

He is busy completing his first album, 
which he says won't be mediocre. "I don't 
want to come up with something just for the 
heck of it." 

Catch this cool dude at SM Marilao and 
Dusit Hotel with Pops and Ogie (July 29) 
and SM Baguio (Aug. 16). If his Kuya 
Richard is Captain Barbell, Ritchie Paul 
happens to be the captain of his own ship. 


‘First Day High" 

Kamikazee's “First Day High" song is 
Selimbing the charts and has become an an- 
them of sorts for today's youth. Its music 
video (directed by Adrian Calumpang) 
features icons like model Kat Alano, cager 
Rich Alvarez, VJ Patty Laurel, commercial 
actor Charles Lejano and movie actor Boy 
2 Quizon. Rexona rates high in having 
stirred the youth's consciousness through 
the song. For more info, log on to 
www.firstdayhigh.com or text Rexona to 
2955. 


Magnificent Magno 
Jazz chanteuse Jacqui Magno's latest CD 
entitled “The Very Thought of You” will be 
launched Saturday, July 29, 6:30 p.m. at 
Merk’s Bar Bistro, Level 3, Greenbelt 3 
Makati. A launching concert will follow. 


For feedback, e-mail wateringholeshangri- 
la@yahoo.com 
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‘Pirates’ 3rd week 
LOS ANGELES—"PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: DEAD MAN'S 
Chest" remains the top attraction for the third straight weekend. 

The top 10 movies at US and Canadian theaters Friday to Sunday, 
according to Exhibitor Relations, official trackers: 

1) "Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Man's Chest," $321.89M, three. 
weeks; 2) "Monster House," $22.21M, one week; 3) "Lady in the Wa- 
ter,” $18.04M, one week; 4) "You, Me and Dupree,” $45.29M, two 
weeks; 5) "Little Man," $40.63M, two weeks; 

6) “Clerks I,” $10.06M, one week; 7) "My Super Ex-Girlfriend,” 
$8.6M, one week; 8) "Superman Returns," $178.34M, four weeks; 9) 
“The Devil Wears Prada," $97.5M, four weeks; 10) "Cars," $229.48M, 
seven weeks. 


New Sony product 

‘SHARON Cuneta will perform at 

the consumer launch of Sony's 

new product, the Sony 

Sparkling WEGA, at SM Mega- 

mall on Aug. 4. A special limited 

edition CD and DVD of Sharon's 

gold-certified “Isn't It Roman- 

tic?” album will be available 

with every purchase of the flat- 

screen CRT TV. Every purchase 

also entitles buyers to join the 

"Wish Upon a WEGA" promo, 

where they stand to win a 60° гт 

Sony TV—the exact model that t 

Sharon has in her home. SHARON CUNETA with Hiroaki 
Kobayashi, president of Sony 

Popconcert host philippines n 

BEWING—CHINAS Great Hall of the People, the nation's most recog- 

nized political building, will soon host pop concerts, Xinhua news 

agency said Monday. 

Constructed after the start of Communist-ruled China in 1949, the 
government building sits on the edge of Tiananmen Square, the scene 
of the government's bloody massacre of pro-democracy demonstra- 
tors in June 1989. 

Five artists are set to rock China’s premier political venue this Au- 
gust: Taiwan singers Richie Jen and Huang Pinyuan, Aug. 11; Tai- 
wan's Jeff Chang, Aug. 13; Hong Kong singer Sandy Lam Yiklin, the 
Aug. 15 and songwriter Xu Wei on Aug. 17. AFP 


*Hustle on Hallmark Channel 

“HUSTLE,” which airs starting Aug. 7, 8 p.m. on The Hallmark Chan- 
nel, follows the fortunes of a gang of expert con artists on the streets of 
London. 

Adrian Lester plays gang leader Mickey Stone. Stone's rival, both in 
crime methodology and in Stacie's affections, is Danny Blue, the char- 
acter played by Marc Warren. The series also stars Robert Vaughn, 
Robert Glenister and Jaime Murray. 
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Buyers snap up RP's last global issue for '06 


Bids for $750M worth of sovereign bonds hit $12.5B 


Ju 
PESO-DOLLAR RATE 


бег stock market report on Page B4) 


Shares close up 0.95% 


‘SHARE PRICES YESTERDAY CLOSED 
0.95 percent higher, extending gains on 
Wall Street's lead and an easing in oll 
prices, dealers said. 

‘The Philippine Stock Exchange com- 
posite index added 21.46 points at 
2,289.13 after trading between 2,266.04 
and 2,290.27 points. The finish was the 
composites highest level since June 6 
when it settled at 2,289.80, 

Volume was 4.09 billion shares 
worth P1.03 billion ($19.62 million). 
The broader all-shares Index advanced 
10.74 points to 1,420.48. Gainers out- 
numbered losers 66 to 21, with 47 
stocks unchanged. 


By Michelle V. Remo 


FOREIGN INVESTORS MADE A SCRAMBLE FOR THE 
Philippines’ $750-million global bond issue, resulting in the 
oversubscription of the debt instruments by nearly 16 times. 


Itwas the first high-yield issue in Asia, 
excluding Japan, since an emerging mar- 
ket sell-off in May, a source familiar with 
the deal yesterday said. 

Bids for the 10- and 25-year ROP 
bonds reached a combined $12.5 billion 
compared with the government's debt 
offering of only $750 million, market 
sources said. 

‘The government sold the bonds in two 
tranches on Tuesday, reopening its exist- 
ing 2016 and 2031 issues in an effort to 
narrow down its budget deficit. 

‘The sale is the last planned by the gov- 
ernment this year. 

National ‘Treasurer Omar Cruz said 
the government would not borrow in 
2006 to help cover its 2007 require- 
ments, despite the huge interest shown 
in the latest sovereign debt issue. 

"We will not prefund for next year" 
Cruz said. 

About 290 investors from Asia, Eu- 


rope and the United State participated 
in the global bond issue, according to 
fiscal authorities. Citigroup, Deutsche 
Bankand JP Morgan served as joint lead 
managers and bookrunners for the debt. 
offering 

"The Republic is pleased with the 
investor reception and looks forward 
to continuing this partnership over 
the long term," Cruz said in a state- 
ment. 

The bonds due in 2016 carried a 
coupon rate of 8 percent to yield 7.531 
percent, The yield was 246 basis points 
higher than comparable US treasuries. 
The bonds maturing in 2031 have a 
coupon rate of 7.75 percent to yield 
7.819 percent, which was 262 basis 
points over US treasuries. 

‘Analysts said the global bonds issue 
was perfectly timed, as the international 
capital market had calmed down over 

. BUYERS] B2 
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Figures that matter in our nation's life 
SBMA gets lion's share of FDI pledges 


(First quarter 2006) 


Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority received the largest amount of foreign 
direct investment pledges at P51.4 billion for the first. 

Quarter of 2006. This figure is 81 percent of the 

Total FDis for the period, and 140 times larger 


than last year's P367 million 


бе 


| Source: tational Statistical Coordinating Board 


Kate V. Pedroso PDI Research 


Insurance firms told to raise capital 


‘THE INSURANCE COMMISSION IS SET 
to raise the capitalization requirement of 
life and non-life insurance firms by P100. 
million every year until 2010. 

Insurance Commissioner Evangeline 
Escobillo said that the yearly increase in. 
capital requirement—a total of P500 
million for each company spread over 


dustry, encouraging more Filipinos to 
avail themselves of insurance services. 
Currently, the capitalization required 
for each insurance firm is P50 million. 
Under the Insurance Commission's di- 
rective, which has already been submit- 
ted to the Department of Finance for ap- 
proval, the amount would be raised to 


five years—would help improve the level, ; P100 million by the end of this year, and 


of public confidence on the insurance in- 


by P100 million every year until 2010. 


Escobillo said that the move was 
strongly opposed by industry players, 
which said many insurance firms would 
not be able to afford to raise their capital- 
ization by P100 million every year, and 
could even result in the closure of several 
firms. 

But Escobillo said the average capital- 
ization requirement „among „insurance 
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Everything is impossible 
until achieved. 


The new BMW 520 Diesel. 21.07 kilometers per liter. 


* The advantage of a refined BMW Diesel. 


The 520d delivered 21.07 kms per liter at the recently 
concluded Department of Energy Fuel Economy Run, 
which makes it the most fuel efficient carinits segment, 


The 520d ac 


with a top speed of 223 kph. 


The new BMW 5 Series. Executive Arrival. 


* The soul of a sports car. 


erates from 0 to 100 kph in 8.7 
seconds and delivers 340Nm of pulling pow 


* The comfort ofa luxury sedan. 


The BMW 520d offers the driving comfort and 
equipment level typical of the BMW 5 Series. 
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a as cee ome Toe ы-ы pe Insurance firms told to raise capital 
олу inthe formol cash, 
а Са aean Ш insurance firm will be required о іп insurance. Improving the level the current PSO million to P100 
‘Auld Financial Statement (Balance sheet and Income State duy ed Putt up a separate amount of capi- of confidence on insurance could million, and to the RBC. 
stamped received by BIR. firms in Asia was already at ап taltocovertheamountofriskitis help achieve the target of increas- Anything more than that could 
^. represented by an agent ol the frm, must have a eter of Authorization || amount equivalent to Р500 mil- exposed to. ing the share to as much as 15 pose problems to the insurance 
trom the PresienMaragement or Omar. lion. Increasing capitalization re- With the reforms in the insur- percent, Escobillo said. sector, he said. 

‘The ISELCO ~ 1 reserves the right to reject any or ай bids without offering any quirement is needed to enable in- ance sector, Escobillo hopes that The Philippine Life Insurance Coyiuto said the government 
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maamin ahawericetatertehcasdtybebiasninepenaaian | 25 competitive as their foreign will be covered by insurance. said that the increase in the capi- ber of insurance policy holders 
‘ol the bids, nor does à guarantee thal the award shal be made. counterparts, she said. Currently, only 12 percent of talization requirement would on- to 40 percent of the population 

Aside from raising the capital Filipinosareinsured,sheadded. ly hurt the insurance companies. might not be attained if several 
кылм == ченеди requirement of insurance firms, She also said that at present, PLIA president Peter Coyiuto insurance firms were forced to 

TIT — the commission is also set to іт. only S percent of the total said what insurance companies close down as a result of the 

plement the risk based capital- amount of funds invested in the could afford was the increase in hike in capitalization require-- 
ization (RBC). Under ће RBC, an domestic capital market is placed capitalization requirement from ment. Michelle V. Remo 
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From page BI The treasurer said that raise a total of $3.1 billion 

with the decline in the budget from the international com- 

‘expectations that the US Fed- deficit, the government was mercial market. With the 

eral Reserve had alreadyend- able to trim its financing re- $2.2 billion already generat- 

ed the successive hikes in its quirement for this year. ed in January, it should have 

interest rate. The US Fed had “I don't want a negative raised $900 million from the 

been raising its key policy carry” Cruz explained. “Ifthe latest bond offer, instead of 
rate, which now stands at money wili not be used, why $750 million. 

5.25 percent, since June will be paying (interest) for Тһе change in the borrow- 

2004 to temper inflationary it.” ing plan for the year was 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT pressures. s “The latest global bond is- brought about by the im- 

j i But despite the huge vol- sue was the second and last provement in the govern- 

A. Francisco Gold Condominium Il, ume of bids, Cruz said, the this year. It followed the bond тепе fiscal condition. In the 

Edsa Cor. Mapagmahal St. government opted to limit its offer in January, when the first six months, the budget 

ili i borrowing to only $750 mil- government raised $2.2 bil. deficit amounted to only 

Diliman, Quezon City lion, whichisevenlowerthan lion. P31.5 billion, way below the 

the original program of rais- Under the governments P90.4-billion ceiling set for 

ing $900 million from the original borrowing program theperiod. — Withareport 
bond offer. for 2006, it was supposed to from Reuters 
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at sa kapatiran TOP fen 
ng Iglesia Ni Cristo INVITATION TO PRE-QUALIFY AND TO BID 


VICTORIAS MILLING COMPANY, INC., Victorias City, Negros Occidental wishes to invite 
interested bidders/contractors to pre-qualify and to bid for the Dredging of Malihao River this 
coming Off-Season Repair (OSR 2006). 


sa kanilang serch acs niu Scan Qu но сааса 


Letter of Intent with Interest to Bid 
VMC accreditation papers for those who are not yet accredited 
Registered and in good standing with SEC or DTI 


ika-92 anibersaryo sa ee 


Certificate of membership from SSS, Philhealth, НОМЕ, PAG-IBIG, etc. 


: Ceriicate from the Department of Labor and Employment 
ika-27 n Hul o. 2006 Has a good track record and satisfactory performance as atlested to by at least Ire 
g Hulyo, m 


Latest audited Financial Statements stamped by BIR and certified by a Certified 
Public Accountant 


Bidding kits are available at the МСО Office, VMC Milsite and at the VMC Makati Office 

during office hours from July 27 to August 2, 2006, upon payment of non-refundable fee of 

P500.00. Kindly submit (he needed requirements on or before August 4, 2006, to qualify to 

. bid. The pre-bicding conference wil be held on August 7, 2006, 2:30 Р.М. at he HRD Training 


Center, VMC Millsite, Victorias City, Negros Occidental. The commercial bidding will be 
announced thereafter. 


+7 1 For further inquiries, please contact Messrs. Carlos S. Quiatchon, or Dan C. Labrador at 
Taos pusong pagbati mula vui nasties, Henan cones 309 Саон. and (emi D med Zu ond Mea 
Ernesto “Toto” Oligo at VMC Makati Office at telephone numbers (02)899-0485 and (02)890- 

sa buong DILG sa 7061 or vist our wenste waw veiorasmiing com and email us at modGvictorasmiling com. 

5 а bead Since econ ec ag do A a RA 


pamumuno nr апу reason, to waive any required formality therein, and to make an award to the bidder whose 
proposal is most advantageous to the Company. The Company assumes no obligation to 
Kalihim Ronaldo V. Puno compensate or indemnify the bidder/s for any expense/s or loss that they may incur in the 


preparation of the bids, nor does it guarantee that an award will be made. 


(Sod.) TERESITA V. ILAGAN 
Chairperson, Senior Bidding Committee 
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By Michelle V. Remo 


SEN. RALPH RECTO SAID THE SENATE 
found the plan of the executive branch to 
seek a supplemental budget "foolish". 

Recto questioned the need for the ad- 
ministration to seek an additional bud- 
get of PSO billion, when the Senate actu- 
ally agreed to a much higher budget for 
2006. 

If only Malacafiang would agree to the 
Senate's version of the 2006 national bud- 
get, then the executive branch would have 
more funds to implement its pump-priming 
projects, he said. 

Tt made no sense for the executive 
branch to oppose the Senate version of the 
budget and then push for a supplemental 
budget if it was serious about pump-prim- 
ing, hesaid. 

The government is operating under the 
reenacted 2005 budget because Congress 


Senate cool to plea for extra budget 


failed to pass the proposed 2006 national 
budget before they went on recess in June. 

The executive branch, led by the Depart- 
ment of Budget and Management and the 
Department of Finance, asked Congress to 
approve its proposed P1.1-trillion national 
budget for 2006. 

The Lower House approved the entire 
amount, but the Senate wanted the pro- 
posed budget cut by P60 billion to only 
P1.04 trillion. 

Among the projects thumbed down by 
the Senate were the "Kilos Asenso Move- 
ment" and the "Kalayaan Barangays pro- 
gram,” which the Arroyo administration 
said involved infrastructure development. 

The cut in the budget as pushed by the 
Senate was opposed by the Arroyo admin- 
istration's economic managers, who said 
the lower-than-target budget would hinder 
the government's plan to spend more on in- 
frastructure to spur economic growth. 


NEW GLOBAL STRATEGY 


NEC sees robust growth due to call centers 


Peso hits new 2-mo high 
Global bond offer lifts currency to 51.74:$1 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


WARM RECEPTION TO THE PHILIP- 
pine government's $750 million off- 
shore bond offer yesterday lifted the pe- 
so to a new two-month high of 51.74 
against the US dollar bucking the down- 
trend in the regional currency market. 

Despite renewed uncertainties 
ahead of the US Federal Reserve's next 
interest rate setting in early August, the 
peso opened strong at 51.86 before 
succumbing to regional selling pres- 
sures to hit an intra-day low of 52.07. 

It then rebounded to close near ће 
intra-day high of 51.72 against the 
greenback. 

The peso gained 13 centavos from 
Tuesday's finish of 51.87:$1, and has 


now appreciated by 2.5 percent since 
the start of the year. 

Yesterday marked the local curren- 
cys strongest finish since ending at 
51.71 on May 12. Volume tumout at the 
Philippine Dealing System remained 
heavy at $730 million yesterday. 

Asked whether the peso's strong 
rebound was sustainable, Bangko 
Sentral ng Pilipinas Governor Aman- 
do Tetangco Л. said the local currency 
was still being supported by good 
economic fundamentals. 

“If you look at the performance of 
the country’s external sector, we con: 
tinue to have a balance of payments 
surplus. This means we're getting 
more foreign exchange inflows than 
outflows which support the value of 


the peso," Tetangco said in a briefing. 

“ОЁ course, there are other factors 
that can affect the peso, like what's 
happening to the US dollar because at 
the other side of the movement of the. 
peso is the movement of the US dol- 
lar. Right now, the peso is being af- 
fected by both these developments on 
the external side and the domestic 
side," the BSP chief said. 

On the external front, he said re- 
gional currencies were trading rela- 
tively stronger than the US dollar, thus 
lifting the peso-dollar exchange rate. 

"On the domestic side, economic 
reforms and fiscal reforms improved 
and further enhanced investor senti- 
ment, Thats why we're getting in- 
flows,” Tetangco said 
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By Ronnel W. Domingo 


TECHNOLOGY FIRM NEC PHILIP- 
pines Inc. expects a double-digit 
growth this year as it rides on the 
call center boom with an array of 
products geared for next-genera- 
tion systems. 

NEC Philippines, which has 
nine sub-units operating across 
the nation, is the local sub- 
sidiary of Japan's NEC Corp. 

Itis engaged in technology, cir- 
cuits design and solutions, elec- 
tronics, avionics, logistics and 
telecommunications software. 

NEC executive vice presi- 
dent Leonardo H. Santos said 
NEC Philippines was also ex- 
panding its markets to include 


the fields of manufacturing, 
utilities and financial services. 

It also plans to go to Visayas 
and Mindanao. 

Santos said these moves jived 
with NEC's new global strategy of 
trumping up on its “track record 
in the development of pioneering 
and innovative products and ser- 
vices.” 

“After providing for mainly 
telecommunications solutions in 
the past 10 years, we would now 
offer new products and services 
that cater to the needs of the 
next-generation networks,” he 
said. 

“We can provide handsets, mo- 
bile computing solutions, as well 
as other solutions that enable 


people to do things for their busi- 
ness, government services and 
entertainment and living,” he 
said. 

Santos said the firm's new of- 
ferings would include servers, 
solutions for wireless local area 
network hardware and contact 
centers solutions and Internet 
protocol, as well as civilian bio- 
metric-based identification sys- 
tems. 

Also, he explained that NEC’s 
biometric technology—dubbed 
the automated fingerprint iden- 
tification system—was expected 
not only to make easier govern- 
ment and private sector transac- 
tions but also to “move criminal 
detection into a higher plane” 


with mobile terminals used for | 


validating the identities of crim- 
inals. 

Santos said that with this 
technology, NEC Philippines 
was exploring the possibility of 
participating in the govern- 
ment’s plans to use biometrics- 
based identification of citizens 
including the passport, al- 
though things were “still in the 
conceptual stage.” 

The official added that NEC 
Philippines was set to be more ac- 
tive in integrating the features of 
its solutions into convergent in- 
formation and communication 
technology products through 
partnerships with other solutions 
providers. 
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P6B in Palawan infra projects stalled 


Sitel opens 
2nd RP unit 


By Riza T. Olchondra 


SITEL CORP, A US-BASED AND NEW YORK 
Stock Exchange-listed customer support ser- 
vices provider, has opened a 750-workstation 
site in Mandaluyong City, its second in the 
country. 

The new customer support services unit 
will complement Sitel's call center in East- 
wood, Quezon City. 

Sitel move will further boost the country's 
position as a leading provider of customer 
support services to global businesses. 

‘The opening of the new site brought Sitel's 
total workstations to 1,500, which will enable 
the company to beef up its client base before 
the end of this year. 

Sitel manages about two million customer 
interactions per day via the telephone, e-mail, 
Internet and traditional mail. 

Sitel has more than 39,000 employees in 
90 global contact centers that serve cus- 
tomers in S6 countries. 

Sitel's Philippine operations, which started 
only in May 2004, posted growth in terms of 
increasing number of corporate clients and 
expansion of businesses coming from its prin- 
cipals. 

Sites Philippine call centers now pro- 
vide customer support to 15 corporations, 
which аге mostly in Fortune's top 1,000 
firms, from the automotive, financial ser- 
vices, technology, telecommunication, In- 
ternet, cable TV, consumer product, energy 
and utility sectors. 

The parent company, which is based in Om- 
aha, Nebraska, has a market capitalization of. 
$220 million. It posted $1.04 billion in global 
revenue in 2005. 

"We are proud to be part of the Philippines’ 
exciting contact center initiatives. The gov- 
ernment of the Philippines has been great in 
promoting our industry and employment in 
the Philippines. With our global footprint, 
companies look to us to support their cus- 
tomer care requirements using the best 
skilled labor force possible,” Sitel Corp. CEO 
Henri Sas added. 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


SOME P6 BILLION IN PUBLIC IN- 
vestments under Palawan's medi- 
um-term development plan have 
been stalled as the local govern- 
ment has failed to secure its share 
of revenues from the Malampaya 
natural gas production field, said 
Governor Joel T. Reyes. 

Reyes said projects in the 
pipeline include those related to 
the development of tourism facil- 
ities and services, the improve- 
ment of infrastructure and the 
construction of sea ports. 

Other projects involve the putting 
up of road and electricity networks 
currently unavailable in about half of 
the province's 23 towns. 

‘The governor said that based on 
data from the Department of Ener- 
у, Palawan was supposed to have 
received about P2 billion in rev- 
enue shares since 2003. 

The ша! resource-rich 
province is in a legal tussle with 
central authorities stemming from 


a dispute over revenues from the 
Malampaya natural gas deposit off 
the Palawan mainland, 

Earlier this year, the Office ofthe 
Solicitor General asked the 
Supreme Court to overturn a Court 
of Appeals decision issued in De- 
cember 2005 that says the Malam- 
paya gas field is part of Palawan 
territory and thus entitles the 
province to a share in revenues. 

Reyes said the provincial council 
was looking at other options to 
raise funds like securing a certifi- 
cate that would allow Palawan to 
use future earnings as collateral. 

Until the province gets to 
spend Malampaya money, it 
has no choice but to secure 
funding from a major source of 
revenue—the national govern- 
ment itself. 

In an earlier interview, Reyes 
said Palawan was seeking help 
from the Department of Health 
оп a program for a comprehen- 
sive uplifting of the province's 
health care system. 
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INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


‘The Pag-IBIG Fund, through its Bids and Awards Committee — Information Technology Resources 
(BAC-ITR), invites suppliers/manufacturersidistributors to apply for eligibility and to bid for the 
hereunder project 


NameofProject ^ Supply and Delivery of Seven Hundred Eighty Six (786) units PC 


Pentium IV 


Thirty Five Million Three Hundred Seventy Thousand Pesos 
(P35,370,000.00) 


Prospective bidders should have experience in undertaking a similar project within the last five 
(5) years with an amount of at least 50% of the proposed project for bidding. The Eligibility 
Check/Screening as well as the Preliminary Examination of Bids shall use non-discrelionary 
“pass/fail” criteria. Post-qualiication of the lowest calculated bid shall be conducted. 

All particulars relative to Eligibility Statement and Screening, Bid Security, Performance 
Security, Pre-Bidding Conference(s), Evaluation of Bids, Posi-Cualfication and Award of 
Contract shall be governed by the pertinent provisions of R.A. 9184 and its Implementing Rules 
and Regulation (IRR). 


The complete schedule of activities is listed, as follows: 


Approved Budget 
For the Contract 


Activities 
Issuance of Bid Documents 
Pre-bid Conference 


Schedule 
July 20, 2006 
‘August 4, 2008 
2:00 p.m. 
‘August 15, 2006 
2:00 p.m. 
‘August 16-29, 2006 
‘August 30, 2006 
to September 5, 2006. 
‘September 13, 2006 


‘Opening of Bids 


Bid Evaluation 
Post-qualification 


Notice of Award 


Bid Documents may be obtained from the Procurement Section, General Services 
Department, Rm. 704, 7th Floor, Atrium of Makati Building, Makati Avenue, Makati City 
starting July 20, 2006 upon payment of a non-refundable amountof Eight Thousand Pesos 
(P8,000.00), 

The Pag-IBIG Fund reserves the right o reject any or ай bids, маме any informality or accept 
such bids as may be considered advantageous to the government. Further, the Fund 
assumes no obligation whatsoever to compensate or indemnity the bidders for expenses 
or losses that may be incurred in participating in this bidding. 

For further inquiries and/or information, please call Mssrs. Wilfrido Nacito S. Reyes and 
Jose Maria M. Diaz at 848-82-15, 811-42-62 or visit our Corporate Website at http:// 
Www.pagibigfund.gov.ph or e-mail us at hdmfgpis@info.com.ph 


(POLJuly 208 27,800) 


Provisioning for probable 
losses a big drag, firm says 


By Abigail L. Ho 


SLOWER POWER SALES AND 
the suspension of National Power 
Corp.'s one-day power sales for 
several days pulled down the sec- 
‘ond-quarter net income of Lopez- 
led Manila Electric Co. by 32.1 
percent to P1.12 billion from 
P1.62 billion in the same period 
last year. 

In а report to the Securities 
and Exchange Commission, Mer- 
alco said the biggest drag on its 
bottom line remained the provi- 
sions for probable losses that it 
had to set aside in relation to a 
rates unbundling case pending 
with the Supreme Court. 

The high tribunal upheld a 
-Court of Appeals decision nullify- 
"ing the Energy Regulatory Com- 
mission's approval of Meralco's 
unbundled rates. 

This also nullified an ERC-ap- 
proved rate hike of 17 centavos 

: per kilowatt-hour (kWh). 
“Meralco said it had to set aside 
P500 million every month until 
the issuance of a decision for loss- 
es that an unfavorable decision 
could bring. 

If not for those provisions, 
Meralco said it would have post- 


ed a net profit of P2.16 billion in 
the second quarter. 

Despite the second-quarter de- 
cline, the April-June income was 
a turnaround from the first quar- 
ter's net loss of P748 million. 

For the first half, Meralco's net 
income stood at P367 million, a 
turnaround from the P583-mil- 
lion net loss a year ago. 

Pre-provision net profit was 
placed at P2.34 billion. 

Despite slower sales in the sec- 
ond quarter, revenue rose 2.7 
percent to P47.89 billion and 7.8 
percent in the first semester to 
P89.5 billion. 

‘Operating expenses also rose 
47 percent to P46.23 billion in the 
second quarter and 6.5 percent to 
P89.05 billion in the first half. 

Purchased power cost rose 3.6 
percent to P39.44 billion in the 
second quarter and 6.5 percent to 
P76.28 billion in the first six 
months. Operations and mainte- 
nance expenses rose 13.3 percent 
in the second quarter and 20.7 
percent in the first semester. 

Electricity sales dropped by 
0.43 percent to 6,501 gigawatt- 
hours (GWh) in the first quarter, 
but managed to increase by 1.71 
percent in the first half. 
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Meralco Q2 profit down 32% 


EXCELLENCE 


Jollibee chair and CEO Tony Tan Caktiong receives from Sen. Mar 
Roxas the Dr. Jose Р. Rizal Award for management and 
entrepreneurship. The awards are given out to Chinese-Fllipinos. 
who excel in their respective fields. 


PAL registers 63% increase in earnings 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


PHILIPPINE AIRLINES, THE COUN- 
пуз flag carrier, posted a 63 percent 
growth in net earnings in its last fis- 
cal year ending March 31, 2006, а 
‘company report to the Securities and 
Exchange Commission showed. 

This was attributed to higher 
passenger revenue 

PALs net earnings rose to $28.7 
million in fiscal year 2005-2006 
from $17.6 million in the previ- 
ous year, when the airline posted 
a turnaround from a net loss of 
$11.8 million in its fiscal year 
2004-2005. 

PAL said it would considera pub- 
licoffering if it would be able to sus- 
tain its profitability by another year. 

Total revenue as of its last fiscal 
year grew 15 percent to $1.23 bil- 
lion from the previous years 
$1.08 billion mainly due to the 


increase in the number of passen- 
gers and the net yield per revenue 
passenger kilometer. 

Als passenger load factor—or 
its use of passenger seats based 
on kilometers travelled—is cur- 
rently at 70 percent, well within 
its projections, PAL president 
Jaime Bautista said. 

World airline association Inter- 
national Air Transport Association 
(IATA), which represents 265 air- 
lines, said in a report that the aver- 
age passenger load factor for Asia. 
Pacific stood at 74.1 percent from 
January to April 2006. This is not 
far from the world's 74.8 percent 
load factor for the same period. 

Bautista seid that its load factor 
had been kept despite higher costs 
affecting travel activities. 

Total expenses in the last fiscal 
year rose by 14 percent to $1.22 
billion due to the spike in flying 


Fuel, which 


November 2005. 


operations expenses and mainte- 
nance costs. Flying operations 
costs rose to $548.8 million last 
March from $456.3 million in the 
same period last year 

recorded the 
largest increase in expenses, ex- 
ceeded the previous fiscal year's 
total by 35 percent or $270.6 mil- 
lion. Aviation fuel prices shot up 
from an average price a barrel of 
$53.77 in 2005 to $71.79 in 2006. 
Higher aircraft and engine repair 
costs incurred during the covered 
fiscal year bloated maintenance 
costs by 26 percent to $176.8 mil- 
lion from $140.5 milion. 

As of March 31 , PAIS route cov- 
егей 18 points in the country and 
32 international destinations. It 
introduced service to Beijing in 


Bautista said PAL was planning 
to fiy daily to Xiamen in China from 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


LEISURE PROPERTY DEVELOPER HIGH- 
lands Prime Inc. intends to beef up its land- 
holdings in Tagaytay City to support planned 
high-end real estate projects in the area. 

Tn line with these projects, the firm—con- 
trolled by mall tycoon Henry Sy St—will 
kick off its P2-billion preferred shares issue. 
that will raise funds for its land banking ac- 
tivity, the company’s president said 

"The frst tranche of the issue will be [worth] 
Up to P800 million, Highlands Prime president 
Antonio A. Henson said in an interview. This is 
larger than the earlier target of P500 million. 

Henson said the issue would be man- 
aged by Banco de Oro Universal Bank's in- 
vestment banking arm, BDO Capital Corp. 

This fund raising plan will be patterned 
after the Ayala issue, he said referring to 
last week's P5.8-billion preferred shares is- 
sue of Ayala Corp. 

Although the terms of Highlands Prime's 
preferred shares issue have yet to be final- 
ized, Henson said he expected the security 
to havea tenor of five years. 

"We hope to be able to sell it by Septem- 


Highlands Prime raises 
preferred shares offering 


ber,” he added. 

‘The pace at which the rest of the P2 bil- 
lion worth of preferred shares will be of- 
fered to targeted institutional or individual 
investors will depend on the company's own 
financial requirements as well as the mar- 
ket’ reception to the issue, he explained. 

On top of the planned land banking, 
Henson said proceeds from the stocks issue 
would be used to finance existing projects 
as well as start “one or two” new projects 
before the end of the year. 

“We have two ongoing projects,” he said. 
“The money will be used for their comple- 
tion and to start new ones.” 

Henson said the property market remained 
very competitive, but added that Highlands 
Prime had a ready market and an advantage. 
in the high-end leisure property sector 

"We intend to remain focused here,” he 
said. “There is strong demand for our prop- 
erties.” 

Earlier, sources disclosed that Highlands 
Prime would also seek approval from the Se- 
curities and Exchange Commission for a plan 
to hike its capital from P4 billion to P6 billion 
to fund present and upcoming projects. 


four times a week by December. 

This year, PAL suspended opera- 
tions in less profitable routes such 
as Kuala Lumpur last February, 
Riyadh last March and Laoag also 
last February for domestic routes. 

PAL currently operates a fleet of 
32 aircraft: five B747-400s, four 
‘A340-300s, eight A330-300s, nine 
A320-200s, two В737-400 and 
four B737-300s. 

PAL said it was also planning to 
add two new routes to its flights to 
the United States to meet growing 
demand from Filipino travel- 
'ers.PAL plans to add flights to San 
Diego (California) via Vancouver 
in Canada and a straight fight to 
‘Seattle (Washington) from Manila. 

PAL currently flies to five desti- 
nations in the United States name. 
ly, to San Francisco, Los Angeles , 
Las Vegas via Vancouver, Honolulu 
and Guam. 


DMCI to shell 
out $30M 
for Maynilad bid 


CONSTRUCTION GIANT DMCI HOLDINGS 
Inc. will shoulder half of the $60-million min- 
imum financial requirement for the acquisi- 
tion of 84 percent of the government's stake 
їп utility firm Maynilad Water Services Inc. 

Without revealing its bid value, DMCI chief 
finance officer Herbert Consunji said the com- 
pany had "on hand" at least $30 million for its 
50-percent share in a consortium formed with 
Metro Pacific Investments Corp. (MPIC). 

"Ме believe we are in a strong position to 
give it a strong bid,” DMCI president Isidro 
Consunji told shareholders yesterday. 

The minimum financial bid for the 84 per- 
cent held by the Metropolitan Waterworks 
and Sewerage System (MWSS) should in- 
clude $22.7 million to subscribe to MWSS' eq- 
uity, interests on unpaid concession fees of 
$2.7 million, receivables from Maynilad 
worth $31 million and arbitration costs of 
$2.5 million 

The DMCI-MPIC consortium will be compet- 
ing with four other bidders- the Ayala consor- 
tium led by Manila Water Co.; Japan's Marubeni 
Corp; Singaporeans Rubia Holdings and Noon- 
day Asset Management Asia, and Indias 
Karunakaren Ramchand. Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


Lack of rigs deters drilling, says PNOC 


VIENTIANE—EXPLORATION FOR 
oil in the Philippines this year has 
been blighted by a lack of oil rigs 
while higher costs could deter de- 
velopment of new fields, an indus- 

. try executive said on Wednesday. 

Eduardo Manalac, CEO of 

»Philippine National’ Oil Co. 

TÁPNOC), said the country hoped 
to increase oil and geothermal 
drilling next year, as well as boost 
wind power and build a biofuel 
refinery to reduce dependence on 
imported fuel. 

Manalac said not a single well 
уаз drilled this year due tolack of 
oil rigs. 

"For next year, we foresee be- 
tween three and five exploration 
wells, contingent on the avail- 


ability of rigs,” he said in an inter- 
view during an industry confer- 
ence in the Laotian capital. 

Oil majors are turning back to 
Asian exploration as reserves 
dwindle. Royal Dutch Shell is tak- 
ing part in a 2-D seismic survey of 
10,000-km (6210 miles) off- 
shore northern Palawan island 
together with PNOC and the 
Philippine unit of Australia’s Nido 
Petroleum Led. This is expected to 
start next month. 

PNOC will drill next year block 
SC47 in offshore Mindanao with 
Malaysia's Petronasm and block 
SC43 in the Ragay Gulf with 
Britain's Premier Oil Plc and Pearl 
Energy, Manalac said adding that 
higher equipment costs and the 


world. 


availability of human expertise 
were constraining factors. 

"The cost of drilling has in fact 
gone up o a point where we have 
to be prudent with development 
plans for stranded oilfields that 
we think are economic," he said. 

However, he said the South 
China Sea remained relatively 
unexplored and entry costs were 
still lower than in many other ar- 
eas, such as West Africa. 

Drilling will not be limited to 
oil, as the country seeks to boost 
irs 2,000-megawatt geothermal 
power the second highest in the 


Manalac said a new 40-MW 
geothermal plant would start in 
Negros by next March. 


PNOC will drill in southern 
Leyte later this year, which could 
provide up to 100 MW of power. 

The Philippines is also devel- 
oping biofuels as alternative vehi- 
cle fuel. 

"The strategy involves an inte- 
grated approach strong on re- 
newable resources—to start de- 
velopment of large plantations of 
Jatropha and to build a biofuel re- 
finery with a capacity of 240,000 
tons per year,” Manalac said, 
adding that PNOC hoped to com- 
plete this by next year. 

In the meantime, the country is 
finalizing the funding for the first 
stage of a 120- MW of wind pow- 
er plant in northern Luzon, to add 
to 25 MW online. Reuters 
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COCONUT 
MASK 
Thereisa growing 
market in Vigan 
City, locos Sur for 
masks made from 
coconuts. 

The masks sell 


for P20 each. 
L1 em 
POINORTHERN UON 
[m 


Tuna firms 
seek reentry 
into Japan 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


THE TUNA INDUSTRY HAS ASKED FOR GOV- 
ernments help in convincing the Japanese 
government to lift its nine-year ban on Philip- 
pine filter-smoked tuna products. 

‘According to industry representatives led 
by Socsksargen Federation of Fishing and Al- 
lied Industries Inc., the sector's petition to 
again export its products to Japan should be 
included in the government's agenda as it ne- 
gotiates a Free Trade Agreement with Japan. 

“This should be an issue of priority in the 
said negotiations although this;s a non-tariff 
barrier that Japanese authorities imposed 
since May 1997,” said Fresh Frozen Tuna As- 
sociation consultant Dick Alves in a forum 
yesterday. 

Japan's Department of Health and Welfare 
(also known as Kuseisho) imposed the ban їп 
May 1997, which prohibited the production, 
sale and importation of all smoked tuna and 
tilapia products from the Philippines, Indone- 
sia and Thailand, stating that the smoking 
process posed a health hazard. 

Alves said the Japanese authorities could not 
provide the scientific basis to back the claim. 

Domestic tuna exporters use the filtered, 
purified smoke from wood to preserve the 
freshness of fresh tuna products. 

“The Philippine filtered smoked tuna prod: 
ucts have passed stringent measures and are 
now being exported to the United States and 
other countries are the same products deemed 
unsafe by Japan. There must be a rationale to 
this,” said Department of Agriculture's Bureau 
of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BEAR) Di- 
rector Malcolm Sarmiento іп a letter to 
Japanese Minister Nakagawa Shouichi for Agri- 
culture, Forestry and Fisheries. 


Transco sells 
lines to Ilocos 
power coop 


By Cristina Arzadon 
PDINorthern Luzon Bureau 


LAOAG CITY—THE NATIONAL TRANSMIS- 
sion Corp. (Transco) has turned over more 
than P94 million worth of facilities to the 
power cooperative here as part of the firms 
divestment program. 

Alan Ortiz, Transco president and chief exec- 
utive officer, signed a divestment contract with 
the Ilocos Norte Electric Cooperative (Inec) last 
week for the sale of five sub-transmission lines 
connecting the towns of Currimao, San Nicolas, 
Sarrat, Marcos, Piddig and this capital city. 

The transmission lines, rated at 69 kilovolts 
and covering some 53.33 circuit kilometers, 
will now be owned and maintained by Inec. 
The transmission assets are payable to 
‘Transco in 20 years. 

“The sale will boost the services of Inec [to 
its consumers) and make Посов Norte a more 
attractive investment area,” Ortiz said during 
the contract signing on July 21 

With the sale of the facilities, Inec will no 
longer shell out some P1 million a month for 
the use of Transco lines. 

Romillas Pascual, Inec general manager, said 
the cooperative would study whether power 
Tates being charged the consumers could be re- 
duced with the exclusion of “wheeling” or 
transmission charges from their payments. 

"There can be a reduction in power rates. 
But this is only after the approval of the Ener- 
Еу Regulation Commission,” Pascual said. 

Inec officials, however, have yet to come out 
with a scheme on how they would raise and 
source the payment of the divested assets. 

Ortiz said the divestment contract with In- 
ес was Transco's 27th asset sale since it start- 
ed selling sub-transmission assets to qualified 
distribution utilities as mandated by the Elec- 
tric Power Industry Reform Act. 

Transco's sales were pegged at more than 
P1.5 billion, comprising 9,256 structures and 
spanning 1,048 circuit kilometers. 
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Japanese more bullish on RP 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


JAPANESE FIRMS’ BUSINESS SENTI- 
ment on the country improved by 5.3 
points in July but stayed on the negative 
side for the 15th consecutive month. 

The Japan External Trade Organi- 
zation's monthly survey showed that 
Japanese firms operating in the coun- 
try gave the business environment a 
rating of negative 10.1, although the 
outlook for the next month showed 
further improvement to negative 2.2 
points. 

Jetro said improvement reflected the 
strong demand in overseas markets for 
goods produced by the Philippines’ elec- 
tric and electronic equipment sector. 

The ratings measure year-on-year 
changes in business outlook for the cur- 
rent month and the next two or three 
months. 

‘The ratings are expressed as diffusion 
indices, which show the difference be- 


Firms’ sentiment 
improves in July 


tween positive and negative responses. 

Confidence for the Philippines was 
last seen on the positive side in April 
2005 when survey respondents gave the 
country a rating of 1.6 points. 

Since Jetro started the poll in June 
2001, Philippine ratings had bottomed 
at negative 40.9 in December of that 
year and peaked at 22.9 in September 
2004 before dipping to current ratings. 

According to Jetros latest poll, an im- 
proved-but-stil-negative rating for the 
country came amid a continued mixed 
sentiment among Japanese firms in five 
original members of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations including In- 
donesia, Malaysia, Singapore and Thai- 
land. 

Jetro said the overall sentiment 
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Kodak c530 Digitol Comera OR 
Magic Sing Karaoke OR 

HP Laserjet 1022 Printer OR 

HP 1GB Memory upgrade 

To cvoil 


HP PROUANT 
10138064 


осе itai? голе Processor жел actes 
imer" телдеп Memory 64 Technology 

(2 MB L2 cache, 32060. SOOM FSB) 
[up 152 suppones) 

168 DORZ Memor (1268 Ma) 
Teo T2 GB 15K RPM Ut 320 SCSI 

ot Pag Hac Dist Deivas 

FREE HP PAQ m6828 Maines 
Messenger Pocket PC woh P4 1.500 


о. HP Reseller will fle cloim with pertinent documents on end customer's behalf. 


b. End cus 


HP PROLIANT 
Р 150,000 vi550 сар 
Ove ite on" Processor wh nudes 
tre Реле Meri 84 Тенор 
(2B 12 свак, 3-200 врн PS8) 
шт 2 арно) 
51248 DORZ Memo (ВОВ Max 
те 7268 15K RPM (118220505 Hot Pug. 
нак Dik Ones 
FREE HP IPAQ 0828 Mutimedia 
Messenger Poke PC wonn P41,300 


to signify preferred free item through email to hp@siratworks.net for purposes of validation 


с. Once agency hos received complete documentation from reseller, on email will be sen! o claimant advising 


pick up date of free йет. 


Promotion offer is no! valid with ony other pa of discounting and/or promotional ойе. 
Further reduction in price will disqualify bundle from promotion. 
Orly one free item shall be given per HP ProLiant Fiesta bundle purchosed. 


Free йет is not convertible to cash 


^ Choose from any of the prizes below when you purchase 
any of the featured HP Proliant Server Fiesta bundle: 


Get o FREE HP IPAQ rw5828 Multimedia Messenger Pocket PC 
(к-п GSM/GPRS/EDGE, Wi-Fi, Bluetooth, Pockmusic МРЗ, 2MP comera, 
E FM radio} worth P 47,500 when you buy о ProLiant Fiesta bundle from 


Joly 16 to August 11, 2008, 


1-800-1441-6688 
ог (632) 867-3557 
ph.contact@hp.com 


for the five countries declined by a 
point to negative 9 compared to the 
June rating and that the index re- 
mained in the negative for the 
eighth straight month. 

Ratings for the region were ай in the 
negative except for Singapore which rat- 
ed 20.2 points. 

Indonesia was rated the worst at neg- 
ative 48.4 while Malaysia got negative 
18.4 and Thailand had 11.9. 

Jetro explained that the aim of 
the survey was to provide up-to- 
date information on business condi- 
tions in the Asian economies to help 
companies develop more effective 
business strategies. 

Firms were asked to compare eam- 
ings prospects, supply and demand, in- 
ventory, sales prices and accounts re- 
ceivable with the same period a year 


ippine-based respondents in the 
May survey included 188 firms 


оок et Разак Denman Cons Pap ech, a Lopa T os ts erp atm Олтойи ob ts he ted Уи и wher as hc Отагда. 


зеты голада взр 
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Take life and love further 


with Globe Super Sulit offers 


‘ONE OF MODERN LIVING'S BITTER- 
Sweet ironies is that our quest for a bet- 
fer life often takes us away from those 
We love the most. Distance, schedules, 
Work, studies -- all these require we 
leave the comfort of home and security 
bf the family for periods often too long 
jo bear. 

{ Globe empathizes with our longing 
o reach out to the people who matter 
jnost to us. At the same time, the com- 
Dany that has enriched our lives with so 
Imany connectivity options these past 
years also understands the need for 
practical yet no less valuable means of 
keeping the communication lines open 
with family and friends. It is such a 
tomfort to know then that Globe's Su- 
per Sulit Deals address all these needs, 
While offering affordability and value 
for our hard-earned money. 

+ Anyone who loves someone should 
find Globe's Unlimitxt service a very 
yaluable feature. Unlimited texting at 
ап affordable price lets working moms 
find dads text each other sweet noth- 
ings throughout the day to keep the 
lames of love alive. The same benefits 
apply го young men who are courting 


Р roduclFiLes 


their sweethearts. Or young girls trad- 
ing gossip about their crushes. Now a 
permanent feature, Unlimitxt or unlim- 
ited Globe-to-Globe texts have these af- 
fordable and great value-for-money 
rates: PIS per day, P25 for two days, 
and P50 for five days. 

When a busy schedule gives you just 
enough time for a quick call, remember 
to prefix your loved ones’ Globe num- 
ber with 232. Globe's PO.10 per second 
charging for Globe to Globe calls lets 
you say a quick "Hil" or "I love you" 
precious calls on precious seconds that 
are sure to make your loved one's day. 
This way, you can brighten their day 
without worrying about overspending 
fora few seconds worth of call. 

Ifa few short seconds won't do, then 
Globe's P10 per three-minute call offer 
is just the right deal. Anytime you need 
to make an extended call, just prefix 
their number with 235 followed by the 
10-digit mobile number so you dont 
have to worry about being over- 
charged. You will only be charged 
P3.33 for every minute, This means 
longer talk time for moms who want to 
keep tabs on their kids, or dads who 


A 


need to apologize profusely to their 
‘wives for not being able to get home 
early. 

While it’s best to get the entire family 
‘on Globe in order to avail of these valu- 
able deals, Globe also understands the 
need to communicate with friends or 
other family members on other net- 
works. Globe's P0.90 per text to all net- 
works is a convenient, pocket-riendly 
deal that needs no sign-up nor registra- 
tion procedure and gives you more val- 
че per text message -even if it's just to 
reply a polite “Hahaha!” to that соту. 
Joke that Kuya sent you a few minutes 
ago. 

АП of these Super Sulit deals are 
Globe's way of giving you the versatility 
to connect with your family, whenever 
and wherever you need to, because 
Globe cares about always keeping you. 
in touch with the ones you love. 
Whether it's a quick “I love you!” ora re- 
assuring "Don't worry, here's what we'll 
do..." the right words at the right time 
are often all it takes to bring a famil 
closer together. Now, thanks to Globes 
budget-friendly Super Sulit deals, stay- 
ing connected has never been so easy. 


2006 Social 
Work Oath 


New look, same Wilkins 
THROUGH THE YEARS, ONLY ONE BRAND OF | 
bottled water has proven market leadership in the 
Philippines. Only one name stands out in providing 
consumers quality through safety and purity. That 
brand and that name is none other than Wilkins 


the market for over a decade. Even with these ac- 


t 
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SHE JUST LOVES TO EAT SWEET 
crepes and would sometimes bring 
friends and family to taste ай the va- 
rieties that Crepes & Cream has to 
affer Janelle Chua eats her Mango 
Mania Sweet Crepe and enjoys its 
combined taste of assorted filings 
of mango cream, ice cream and. 
nuts, Sweet Crepes are served in 
cone-shaped crepes and are eaten 
with a spoon. The Crepes &Cream 
Crepes are served the Japanese way 

| -they are rolled and eaten with a 


IMAGINE BITING INTO FRESHLY 

f baked, rich, savory and flaky pastry 
Stuffed with sumptuous filings. Savor 
‘the new Red Ribbon Baked Empana- 
da. Prepared only from the choicest 

F ingredients, these snacks have layers 

Е of delectable flakes under an appetz- 

| ing crust Each morsel of its filing is 
wrapped in a delicious sauce that sat- 
isties every bite. Take your pick from 
‘hese three variants: Chicken Pastel, 
Menudo or Bacon and Cheese. Baked 
Empanada is a delicious addition to 
Red Ribbon’ array of good mood 
ood (premium cakes, breads and 
pastries) which, for the last 27 years, 
has been a part of the Filipinos’ dining 


Distilled Drinking Water, product that has been in t 


‘complishments, Wilkins shows no sign of resting 
on its laurels. The brand has to continuously develop and strengthen its posi- 
tion as the number one bottled water in the market. This is why Wilkins even 
developed a newer and crisper tagline, ‘Pure and Safe, Without a Doubt’. Addi- 
tionally, to add a new chapter in its long history of excellence, Wilkins present- 
ed the new look of purity and safety with a sleek new battle design, The new 
packaging is ingenious, innovative, and inspiring. It also maintains the same 
Wilkins goodness that consumers have grown to love. The brand maintains 

its promise: No bacteria, no parasites, no life threatening diseases that can. 
harm your family. Wilkins may have changed, yes, but only on the outside. 


Come taste this sweet crepe 


New from Red Ribbon: Baked Empanada 


Cae a] 


spoon. There are now five outlets of 
Crepes & Cream located at The Fort 
The Podium, Mall of Asia and Rock- 
well Powerplant Mall 


preferences and special celebrations. 
Grab a bite or two of baked empana- 
dda and more of Red Ribbon's mouth- 
‘watering sweets, snacks and meals. 
To enjoy Red Ribbon products in the 
comfort of your own, office or just 
about anywhere, сай its delivery hot- 
line number: 747-7777. 
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Crown Asia's new home series 


CROWN ASIA PROPERTIES 
Ine has been known to be the 
biggest home-builder in the Philip- 
pines for over 10 years now, offer- 
ing quality homes at affordable 
prices. And now, at the advent of 
Crown Asia's new home series, 
you can choose from Crown Asia's 
Signature Homes and Proud 
Hometowns to fit your lifestyle 
and budget. 

Signature Homes: 

At Cottonwoods, your American 
country-style residence blends 
seamlessly with the scenery. And 
"With bigger houses and lot cuts 
that allow lofty ceilings and roomy 
interiors, you'll liven up each day 
feeling at home with nature. 

A thousand lights in Italian, 
Mille Luce exudes qualities of 
‘what an exclusive residential and 
commercial property should have: 
Ifalian-style homes. Forested 
charm, Grand view of the stars and 
the cityscape. And as the thou- 
sands of lights illuminate where 
you stand you'll realize you're on 
the bright side of ife. 


Proud Hometowns: 

Woodberry lets you relish the 
convenience of living in a comm 
nity right next to an exclu 
school and major thoroughfares 
Giving you more time to spend 
bonding moments with your loved 
‘ones inside your Neo-American in- 
spired home. Moments well spent. 
Life well lived. 

All the fresh air and breathtak- 
ing sites you can relish, Set at one 
of the highest points in Antipolo, 
the Maia Alta community offers 
captivating rolling terrain and an 
unobstructed valley view of Lagu- 
na de Bay And with expansive 
windows favorably placed, there's 
more to behold inside your new 
Italian-inspired home. 

For the month of July, you will 
be able to avail of great discounts, 
promos, and flexible terms on all 
Our projects in Quezon City and 
Antipolo City. For more informa- 
tion and inquiries, call 723-5013 
ог 0916-3346635 and look for 
Aimee/Anna. E-mail at crowna- 
sia_mktg@yahoo.com. 


Taking Ceremony 

‘SENATOR JAMBY MADRIGAL 

will guest the 2006 Social Work 

Oath Taking Ceremony on Aug. 4, p.m. at the 
Manila Hotel. She will induct and address the 850 
Social Work passer in tho June SW Licensure Ex- 
aminations. As Chairman of the Senate's Commit- 
tee on Youth, Women, and Family Relations Sena- 
tor Madrigal is expected to highlight Social Work- 
er contributions in promoting Filipinos’ well be- 
ing and development, especially that of marginal- 
ized families. Furthermore she will deal with the 
challenges and opportunities that Social Workers 
face globally in human development work while al- 
leviating the conditions of the most vulnerable and 
at-risk sectors of Philippine society. Central in her 
talk wil be her Committee's initiatives and achieve- 
ments in handling various issues and concerns 
that confront youth, women, and families. 


Wanted: Philippine team 
to the 3rd Asean Quiz 


‘THE NATIONAL ASEAN QUIZ ORGANIZING COM- 
mittee is calling qualified fourth year high school 
students of public and private schools nationwide to 
vie for the chance to represent the country in the 3rd. 
Regional Asean Quiz to be held in Putrajaya, 
Malaysia on Sept. 18-23. Members of the Philippine 
Team to the 3rd Asean Quiz shall be selected from. 
regional representatives through the holding of the 
National Asean Quiz on Aug. 4 to 7 in Manila. Top 
three (3) students with the highest scores shall 
compose the Philippine delegation and compete 
with students from other Asean countries in Putra- 
jaya, Malaysia in September, In addition to the trip to 
Malaysia, the national winners shall each receive 
cash prize and a medal. Their respective school shall 
also receive a trophy. To qualify for the national 
competition, a participant must be a bonafide fourth 
year high school student from a public or private 
school, 16-19 years old at the time of the competi- 
tion, with above average grade in Social Studies in 
the last two quarters of school year 2005-2006, pro- 
ficient in both oral and written English language, and 
officially endorsed by DepEd Regional Directors. 


Creba 2006 annual confab 
THE CHAMBER OF REAL ESTATE AND BUILDERS" 
Associations (Creba), will launch its Annual Na- 
tional Convention during the chamber's monthly. 
business meeting on July 27, 12 noon at the Inter- 
continental Hotel. The real estate convention held 
annually by Creba will be held on Oct. 19, 20 and 
21, at the Camp John Hay, Baguio, with its theme: 
"Pro-active Response to Property Trends & Op- 
portunities". Interested participants may call Creba 
Secretariat at 373-2270 to 75. 


MVP on Wheels in Cavite 

AVID HOMEMAKERS AND SERIOUS COOKS ARE 
invited to become part of Monterey Meatshops MVP 
‘on Wheels special cooking demonstration to be held 
‘on July 29, ‚ 3-5 p.m. at Imus covered court in 
Cavite. The event featuring Mobile Kusina chef Eric 
Gualberto and hosted by SMC All Stars Ed Cordero 
and Joey Sta. Maria will showcase easy-to-do 
recipes along with valuable tips for preparing delight- 
ful meals using choice Monterey products. Partici- 
pants are also in for exciting rafl draws and games 
with fun prizes. Registration starts at 2 p.m. Admis- 
sion is free. Special gift packs await the first 50 regis- 
tered participants. MVP on Wheels is a cooking event 
for all. To register for free, simply present your MVP 
card upon registration or sign up for an MVP card on 
site. For inquiries on how to join, call (02) 633-МЕАТ. 
PBT presents ‘Giselle’ 

IN CELEBRATION OF ITS 20TH ANNIVERSARY, THE 
Philippine Ballet Theatre, the country's foremost 
classical ballet company, wil open this season with 
the staging of a well-loved romantic ballet, Giselle. 
Performances will be from July 13 to 16 at the Cul- 
tural Center of the Philippines and July 27 to 30 at 
Meralco Theatre. Tickets are available at Ticket- 
World outlets. For inquiries, please call the PBT of- 
fice at 632-8848 and 0921-9150803 or TicketWorld 
at 891-5610 or the CCP box office at 832-3704/06. 


LIPA DENTAL SOCIETY CELEBRATES 19TH YEAR 


The POA-Lipa Dental Society (LDS) wil celebrate its 
19th Foundation Anniversary with Induction Cere- 
monies on July 28, at Club Victorina, Baseview 
Homes, Lipa Gy. Incoming president Ma, Doreen 
Elefante-llustre and har officers say they wil continue 
with what the LDS does best - making significant 
contributions towards upgrading the quality of ser- 
vice delivered by its members and improving the oral 
health status of the residents of Lipa City. The event 


is sponsored by United Laboratories Inc. Standing 
from left Drs. Ferdie H.de Veyra, Ruby Magbuhat- 
Comia, Michelle Torres-Lajara, Ethel Rosales-Lipat, 
Robert M. Garcia, Maritess S. Templo, Janet A. Ade- 
lantar, Neslyn L. Torres and Eugenio M. Bautista. 
Seated from left: Drs. Crescen M. Tibay, Atena M. 
Gonzales (outgoing president), Belen 1. Bautista, Ma. 
Doreen Elefante-llustre (Incoming president), Nina R. 
Tagan and Carmela Lopez-Maravilla. 


The country’s most trusted 
washing machine is Sharp 


THE CONSUMERS HAVE SPOKEN, AND THE 
verdict is in. When it comes to washing ma- 
chines, more Filipinos trust Sharp than any 
other brand in the market. 

Long recognized as the leading brand of 
washing machines in the country, Sharp has 
received the gold award in Reader's Digest’s 
Trusted Brands survey for 2006. 

Reader's Digest asked consumers to nomi- 
nate their most Trusted Brand in 42 product 
categories based on trustworthiness, credibil- 
ity of image, quality, value, how well each 
brand understands consumers’ needs, and its 
ability to innovate. 

Figures show that this overwhelming trust 
in the Sharp brand also translates into actual 
consumer spending. In a market performance 
coup, Sharp Washing Machines have also 
bagged the Number One ranking at the 2005 
GfK Asia Awards. 

‘The award is based on a retail review con- 


ducted by Growth from Knowledge (GfK), а 
worldwide independent marketing research 
company. Findings have shown that Sharp ac- 
counts for a dominant 36 percent sales of 
washing machines in Metro Manila. 

Whereas the Reader’s Digest survey takes 
into account consumer perceptions of the 
brand, the GFK audit measures actual sales to 
individual customers in appliance stores all 
over the region. 

Sharp's best-selling BabadMagic and Aqua- 
Magic series, and its innovative Silvermagic 
washing machines are a clear testimony to the 
kind of commitment and character that is be- 
hind the brand. Relentlessly pushing to create 
state-of-the-art appliances that employ the 
latest technology, Sharp is living up to its 
mandate of making everything better, sim- 
ples, sharper, It is the same commitment that 
has won the approval and recognition of con- 
sumers all across Asia. 


NOKIA PURRS WITH THE PUSSYCAT DOLLS 


DREAMS DO COME TRUE 

Philam Plans, the country's leading education plan 
provider, presented Von Andrei Medina, BS Psy- 
chology Magna Cum Laude of De La Salle Univer- 
sity - Lipa Batangas, the Scholastic Achievement 
‘Award and a cash incentive for his outstanding 
academic performance. Shown in photo is Helen 
Medina (left proud mother of Von Andrei (center) 
together with Francisco Bautista (right) their agent 
and one of Philam Plans’ top agency managers. 
Medina's parents are OCWs in Hong Kong. Helen. 
is a domestic helper and the father, Emilio, works 
as а driver. Both are thankful to have Philam Plans 
as йв savings partner for their son's education. 


Š i DEMOCRACY 
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BEACH HUT READY FOR THE WORLD 
Dennis Balajadia, chief evangelizing officer of the. 
Quezon City-based Naturale Laboratories Inc, 
creators of Beach Hut is proud to announce that 
after two years of careful planning by a team of. 
experts led by Lloyd Laboratories, tests of Beach 
Ниї sun protection properties in Australia, and 
plenty of back and forth trips to sundry Philippine 
beaches, Beach Hut is ready to come out in the 
‘open. This clear spray sunblock product is manu- 
factured for Balajadia's company by Cosmetics 
Specialists inc, a Bureau of Food and Drugs-ap- 
proved plant located in Bulacan. Beach Hut is a 
formula with the Ultraviolet-A and Ultraviolet-B. 
protection of SPF 36. АЙ the ingredients are im- 
ported. On local sol, Beach Hut has invaded Bo- 
racay and Puerto Galera. Today, Beach Hut has 
started making the rounds of beaches cities 
worldwide, With Beach Нисе unique skin-safety. 
features, reasonable prices, and a creative and 
‘experienced marketing team. Beach Hut is about 


Nokia proudly presents the Pussycat Dolls, the 
hottest singing sensation to hit the music scene. 
Composed of singers Nicole Scherzinger, Jessi- 
ca Sutta, Carmit Bachar, Ashley Roberts, Kim- 
berly Wyatt, and Melody Thornton, Pussycat 
Dolls started off as a burlesque dance revue, 
which has now become an international A-list 
phenomenon that has spawned chart-topping 
hits such as 'Don't cha’, ‘Buttons’, ‘Beep’, and 
‘Stickwitu’. Nokia continues to stick with today's 
youth by pumping up the jam with its music-ca- 
pable mobile phones. Instant audio entertain- 
mentis justa button away with Nokia's upcom- 
ing line up of mobile phones with dedicated mu- 
sic functions. The Pussycat Dolls are set to per- 
form at a one-night only concert at the Araneta 
Coliseum on July 28, at 8 p.m. 


‘THE RIGHT TECHNOLOGY IS THE 


KEY TO FRAUD-FREE ELECTIONS 
International expert Robert Cook, in a business 
forum at the Arkipelago, RCBC Plaza in Makati 
City, stressed the importance of choosing the 
right technology that will deliver economic ad- 
vantages, faster results, auditabilty, security and. 
fraud-free elections. He, along with Smartmatic 
Corporation's pre-sales specialist Yuli Quintero, 
demonstrated to the members of the Economic 
Journalists Association of the Philippines (Ejap) 
the superiority of Smartmatic/Sequoia Automat- 
ed Elections System. Its voter-verifiable paper au- 
dit trail and comprehensive system security were 
just among the distinctive features that made 
members of the press admire this elections tech- 
nology. For more information about Smartmatic 
Corp, you may visit www.smartmatic.com. 


to conquer the world while protecting its sun 
worshippers. Photo shows Dennis Balajadia, with 
his wife Emily Balajadia (both standing), assisting 
their dynamic, young staff. For more information 
оп Beach Hut, call 376-2283 and look for Ms Tip- 
pie Tan or log on to www Infionsucis com 


PNOC-ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
Energy Complos, Marit Road 
Fort Bonitacio, Taguig Ciy 
Tel. No. 893-1320, Local 5288 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND BID 


The PNOC-Enargy Development Corporation is inviting ali taresed suppliers 
то apply and submit sealed bida lor no supoly end delvry cl P towing: 
Winch Trailer Mounted with Accessories under GQ 616730 
“Approves Budge: РНР 4,00 000.00 
адыду torns an bing documonts shai ba амала Ior Issuanco at th above 
address co Mr. Anthony E. Ciriaco staring July 27, 2006 and upon payment ol a 
on lundabl ө o! P400.00 рег document 
For purposes ot carving certain mates, аре» оао corterenco sat be heid 
ол August 03, 200, 2:00 pm. at he above 
Аруїсайопв for oig and sealed 
win the PNOC-EDC Supply Management Department at te above addres. and 
oreator cropped in th pasccked bid box thereat o iater than 20 p.m. (Supply 
Management Office Wall Clock Time) of August 17. 2006. Pubic opening ot ds 
‘allow mmedatay thereafter Lata bids Sall no be accepted 
Prospective bidders shal sigyconomanco о ha bidding arms and conditor, 
эв required. and shall ence th same rough proper submissonoeculon. Source 
funding rom intemal Cash Ganaraton of PNOC-EDC. Ай bids should be within 
the Approved Budget or ne Contract in order o quay 
PNOC-Energy Daveloomant Corporation reserves the right to алгы he bidding 
lo react any огай bids, to waive any ermal in he bids received and 19 
pi such bid sch а most advantageous o PNOC-EDG without hereby curing 
ably ю the afocad bidder or tors or any obligation to тост tha flected dor 
or bidders ofthe grounds) for PNOC-EDC's action. 


Chairman, Bids and Awards Committee: 


~ =~ ~~ PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER — 


“CLASSIFIEDS . . -— 


Fran) HRING 


For Pasig Branch: 
PSYCHOLOGY GI 


KARATE/KARATEDO INSTRUCTOR. 
Look for MARTIN at 643-6056/643-5788 Loc 112 or 113. 


For Cebu Branch: 


REGISTERED NURSE 


ART TEACHER 
OCCUPATIONAL 
GUITAR TEACHE 


OFFICE OF THE OMBUDSMAN 
AN Agham Road, Diliman, Quezon City 


BULLETIN OF VACANT POSITIONS 
In Compliance with RA 7041 


A. GRAFT INVESTIGATION & PROSECUTION OFFICER П — $627 (1 
Position) 
1. GENERAL INVESTIGATION BUREAU (GIB) - A 
ter No. OMBA-GIO2-2-2004 
Education: Bachelor of Laws; Experience: Four (4) years of experience in 
{he practice of law, counseling, Investigation/prosecution of cases, hearings 
cof administratvelcrminal cases, lagal research or other related works; о 
Training: 24 hours of relevant training: Elgblty: RA 1080 (BAR) 
B. GRAFT INVESTIGATION & PROSECUTION OFFICER I — SG 26 
postions) 
1. PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION & ADMINISTRATIVE 
ADJUDICATION BUREAU (PIAB) A 
Item No, OMBA-GIO1-95-1998 
2. PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION & ADMINISTRATIVE 
ADJUDICATION BUREAU (PIAB) B 
THERAPIST Them No. OMBA-GIO1-47-1998. 
3. GENERAL INVESTIGATION BUREAU (GIB) - A 
R Tem No. OMBA-GIO1-4-2004 
Education: Bachelor of Laws; Experience: Three (3) years of experience in 
the practice of law, counseling, investigation/prosecution of cases, hearings 


@ Republic ofthe Philippines 


RADUATE and 
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ACCOUNTS PAYABLE STAFF 


Accounting Graduate 
Computer literate 
For interested applicants, please come 
for an interview on July 29, anytime 
between 1 pm.-5 p.m. at: 
CVG Centre, #36 1st Avenue 
Cubao, Quezon City 
Look for Mae Virtucio 


ЛАС FILIPINAS. 
PAWNSHOP, INC. 
GIF Ever Goasco Grand 
antral Caloocan Спу 
veil sell ай unredoomed 

ses far tha months ct 


CALL POER 


24-HOUR HOTLINES 


722-1144 or 
722-1155 


‘a.m. d Lamuza-Auetloneer 
{ay 27.2008) 


14" TravelTour Expo 2007 


FIND OUT MORE ABOUT YOUR DREAM VACA- 
tion choices on Feb. 9, 10 and 11, 2007, as the 14* 
‘Travel Tour Expo (TTE), the largest trade and con- 
sumer event of the travel industry is slated at the 
Megatrade HallsofSM Megamallin Mandaluyong City. 

ТТЕ'07 brings together local and international 
travel agencies, tour operators, airline and cruise 
liners, hotels, resorts, theme parks, travel product. 
suppliers, and tourism promotion organizations in. 
an event that is the ultimate one-stop shop for wav- 
elers looking for the dream getaway. Over 60,000 
visitors attended this year's event which generated 
sales of over P200 million to both exhibitors and 
event sponsors — an exciting opportunity for com- 
panies to tap the Pinoy traveler on the look out for 
the best vacation and travel deals. 

With the theme 14% TravelTour Expo: Gateway 
to Your Dream Vacation, ТТЕ ‘07 is a venue for 
exhibitors and sponsors providing information and 
great discounts on tickets, cruises, and tour pack- 


Look for GINA at (032)344-2141 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
NATIONAL TRANSMISSION CORPORATION 
‘SOUTH LUZON OPERATION & MAINTENANCE 
Та No : (02) 5206778. 02) 981489598145399834576F 
9814577814578 LOC. 4002: (049) 4114800 LOC. 4002 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
AD NO. TRANSCO 2006-088 


The NATIONAL TRANSMISSION CORPORATION, бозй Luzon Operation and Maintenance TRANSCO SL OM) fog he 2005 
Corporate Budet approved by е TransCo Board tends o эро} Ре sum as пасо below bong Ра Approved Bee kor Pe 
Corne BC) o payments cer Ве сога ior he otom Ростова Paqussers РА) Bas received i exceso e ABC sabe 
_adomatealy rected а Bd oping 


Trans ĉo 


DATE OF BIDONG: August 16, 006/900 AM 
DESCRPTON | am. 


эю PA NUMBER APPROVED REED 
BUDGET _ | CONFERENCE 
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of administrative/criminal cases, legal research or other related works; 
Training: 24 hours of relevant training; Eligibility: RA 1080 (BAR) 
C. GRAFT PREVENTION AND CONTROL OFFICER V — SG 24 

(2 positions) 

1. GENERAL INVESTIGATION BUREAU (GIB) -A 

Item No. OMBA-GPCOS-7-2004 and OMBA-GPCOS-9-2004 

Education: Masteral Degree; Experience: Four (4) years In position/s 
involving management and supervision; Training: 24 hours of training In 
management and supervision; Eligibility: Career Service (Professional) 
Second Level Eigibilty 


Applicants should submit within ten (10) calendar days from the date of this 
Publication to the Human Resource Management Division at ће above 
address, the following requirements. 


A eller stating the postion applied for; 
Ошу accomplished Personal Data Sheet (CSC Form 212): 
1" x 17 picture (colored) 
?BarfBcard Rating or CSC Certificate of Elgiblity: 
+ Transcript of Records; 
* Cerifates of Seminars/Training attended: 
+ Service Records or Certiicates from previousipresent employers. 
stating the positions assumed and corresponding actual duties and. 
rosponsbiltios (it applicable): 
* Perlormance Appraisal Reports lor the last two rating periods (ог 
current government employees ony): 
Statement duly signed by the applicant ав to any relativo(s) within 
the fourth degree of consanguinity or айу, currently employed 
with the Office of the Ombudsman. 
+ Where photocopies are fled, the documents must be cerlied as true 
copies by the proper authorties or the applicant may present the originals to 
the Human Resources Management Officer for comparison with the 
photocopies. 


[BUY * SELL" PAWN 


WATCHES | г 
JEWELRY | | 
DIAMONDS| | 


BEST OFFER 


WANTED IMMEDIATELY 
2 - CUSTOMER SERVICE STAFF 


m Female 

m 21-26 years old 

= Graduate of any business 
course 

= Newly Graduate may apply 


Please send comprehensive resumé, 
records of grades, 


at HIGH PRICE 
ROLEX 


‘Son сете Bar Lagi 
Tear No (223208776 
Жош птар 


ages to various domestic and foreign destinations. 
For inquiries, contact the PTAA at $520026-29 or 
the event manager Fairs & More at 759 6680, 
email traveltour@fairsandmore.com.ph, or log on 
to www.ptaatraveltourexpo.com.ph. 


миы ва 212046 


HS & HERS Watch Center 
GoldCrest Blog. 
Glorietta-2 
5646593 5897041 
0917-8473744 


2/2x2 ID pictures to: 


UP P.O. Box 15 Diliman, 
Quezon City, 1101 


(S7). G. CASTUERA 
Сатай, Bes & Aneros Commitee 


OBITUARIES 


You are ропе... 

But for us you never left... 
God has you in His keeping 
We have you in our hearts. 


Our Qearly Beloved 
RIGOBERTO L. DE SANTOS 


Now rests in the infinite warmth 
and embrace of our Lord. 
He joined our Creator 
on the 26th of July, 2006 at the age of 62. 


His loving wife MA. VICTORIA DELA ROSA; 
children MA. NINA TANYA married to TORSTEN 
STRITZKE and NOEL; his brothers, sisters, in-laws, 
nephews, nieces, relatives and friends request the pious 
readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at the Christ the 
King Green Meadows Chapels, Green 
Meadows, Quezon City. 


Interment will be announced later. 


Iam the way, the truth and the life. 


No one comes to the Father exe through Me. 
John t: 


a 


Cc SIFIED ADS | on pases 


DILG; Isabela Electric; Peza; Victoria’s Milling . 
Pag-ibig.. 


“Тат the Resurrection and the Life, He who believes in Me will live, 
even though he dies, and whoever believes in Me will never die. 


John 11:25-26 
COMMODORE 
GONZALO M. SANTOS (Ret.) 


Former President, National Defense College of the Philippines 


Peacefully joined his Creator on July 24, 2006 
at the age of 80. 


His beloved wife, ESTER; children ERNIE & VIKKI; ED & DOLLY; LINDA & 
PETER; RICKY & LORIE; BENG & EDDY; and grandchildren PAOLO; 
KAREL, MICO & CJ; PAUL DAVID & ISABELLA; CAMILLE, SHANELLE & 
GABBI; CHRISTINA & JONATHAN; and his sisters CRESCENCIA, 
LOURDES & ANGELA request relatives and friends to join them in prayers 
for his repose in heaven. 


His remains lie in state at the Capilla del Señor, Santuario de San 
Antonio, Forbes Park, Makati City. 


Interment will be at the Libingan Ng Mga Bayani. Date and time to be 
announced later. 


Now peacefully rests in the Grace and Goodness of our Lord 
on July 25, 2006 at the age of 73. 
Mayor, San Mateo, Rizal: June 20, ‘01 - July 25, 06 
Board Member, Province of Rizal: 1995 — 2001 
Vice-Mayor, San Mateo, Rizal: 1988 — 1992 
Councilor, San Mateo, Rizal: 1971 — 1987 

His wife, Leticia; children, Jojo, Let, and Paeng; daughter-in-law, Tina and grandchildren, 
Cullen, Denzel, Dylan and Rafa; brothers and sisters and their spouses: Ramona, Felicidad, Rogel & 
Tessie, Lucing & Dely, Amado & Lourdes, (f) Ubaldo & Ed; relatives and friends join in prayer for 
his eternal repose in heaven. 

His remains lie in state at their residence а} Ampid I San Mateo, Rizal until Sunday, 30 July 2006 
at7:00 A.M. and will be brought to the Municipal Hall, San Mateo, Rizal for a short necrological service 
at 9:00 AM. 

Interment will follow on the same day at the Paraiso Memorial Park after the 3:00 P.M. Requiem 
Mass at the Diocesan Shrine of Our Lady of Nuestra Señora de Aranzazu. 


/ 


E 


| 


Wty WELT, 


| 


ы “ts 
inem 


Make everyday a red-letter day 
at the Marriott Hotel. 


Turn every day into something special at the. 
Marriott Hotel. Entertain friends in style. 

Talk business with colleagues in a modem 
function room. Or simply savor the company 
of loved ones in a five-star setting. 


рента 


Бе 


= , Get that vacation feelin 
Y^ g 


_/ at the Villamor Golf Course. 
Escape to a championship-level golf haven 
close to home. At the Villamor golf course, 
you can tee off at your leisure. Or simply enjoy 
the sight of 60 hectares of green landscapes, 
pristine white sand and rows of narra, mango 
and pine trees. 


z7 Go on a food trip 
d at a hip 
„restaurant row. 


i E Dine on the best of the East 
qf and West. Choose from casual 


and fine-dining places—all a stroll 
away from home. And delight in alfresco 
‘gourmet feasts as you watch live performances, 


Nurture neighborly ties. Lounge with friends at the 
swimming pool. Work out together at the gym. 
Hone your game at the badminton and 

"tennis courts or putting green. Or bond with 

your families at the landscaped gardens 

and playground, 


For a taste of the unique resort experience, visit us today 


at the Newport City Grand Showroom. 


Newport City Information Centre, Newport City; Pasay City, Metro Manila, Philippines 


(632) 855-7580 - 855-7583 - 855-7594 - 855-7586 


Fer Announcement Purposes Ory 


“soothe your body and soul 


at a sumptuous spa. 


Rejuvenate your senses. At the spa's heat and 
‘exercise pools, feel all your stress melt away. 
indulge yourself in relaxing treatments at the 
aromatherapy and massage rooms. And enjoy 
access to first-class therapeutic facilities. 
prone 
Browse the Ше» 
shops brimming „42 
with signature E К 
fashions. 2 p aae 
Keep up with the latest styles. Visit the nearby 


haute couture stores and indulge in hours of 
shopping pleasure. Go ahead. Grab, try and buy. 


Live close to nature in a 
2-bedroom luxury home for 


Through your wide windows Y, welcome 
‘sunlight, fresh air and the scent of lavishly landscaped 
gardens. And take pleasure in a wealth of open-air 
play amenities literally at your door. 


oe Marb Ann: 


Megaworld Newport 
Property Holdings, Inc. 


THURSDAY, JULY 27, 2006 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Call te readers 
WE WANT TO COMPILE A READING LIST THAT 
we hope will jumpstart the interest of Filipino boys 
in reading and convert them into readers for life. 
E-mail us your pick of the best books, maga- 
zines and even comics for boys of all ages. Tell us. 
briefly why you've selected each. 
‘Send your list to books4boys@inquirer.com.ph 
or text 0918-3824061. Include name, address and 
daytime phone number. 


EN 
TEXT 
9777 
Editor Chelo Banal-Formoso 
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Remember those 
colorful cutout 
paper wrappers 
that the ‘pastillas’ 
of your youth 
came in? 


A 
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Barbecues and More. 
Discover the myriad ways of preparing the barbecue dish with Maya's 
one-of-a-kind special course, Learn how io prepare шепу tash 
marinades and appetizing side dishes. Maya's guest chef wil 
demonstrate the diferent techniques lke skewing, baking, baling and 
riling. Taste the wonderi favors of American. Jamaican. Moroccan 
Sha Asian barbecues, new discoveries that you would want io excitedly 
Share with (ату and Inends 
International Barbecues; July 29 (5а) 9 ал. - 1 pm. Jamaican 
Pork. Barbecue - skewered pork stip marinated in Jamaican 
Spice; Classic American Barbecue Shorribs in quor infused sauce 
eter infused sauce. Seafood Satsy-mred saefood in jerky sauce; 
Moroccan chicken skewers served with topical fru salsa, Bonus: 3 
Kinds of Asian Sauce. P300. 
ат. - 1 p.m. Flaky Empanada, Garlic Muffins, Chicken Tarts, Meat | 


ШУЛ 


чн сална? ARTS Cri 


ANS V. а. 

Мала Чы ofa a A 

О YOU HAVE A SOURCE payer 
D for pastillas with fancy |) 

wrappers just like the ones 
they used to make in the good old 
days? Need to bring some to the 
States. 


Snack Meals: July 29 (Sat) 9 
Buns and Stufied Pizza. P700. 
Sandwich Best Sellers: Aug. 5 (Sat) 9 am.- 1 pm. Chicken Clubhouse-cold chicken sandwich served 1 
wah baked potaioes, Cuban Sandwich-roasted porkloin served wih crispy plantain & guacamole dip: 
Vegetarian Sandwich-mixed veggies with herb dressing and Gyro Sandwich-grled chicken breast with 
ranch dressing served with cucumber yogurt salad sidings. P 
Bartender Basic: Aug. 19 (Sai) 2 - 6 p.m. Basic Tools, Classifications of Wine and Spirits, Types of 
Bar Glasses and Usage, Mixing. Serving of Popular Cocktail Drinks and Basic Gamishing. Bonus: 
‘Special Pulutan recipes. Free Snack. P1 000. 
Halal Cooking: Aug. 26 (Sal) 9 am. - i pm. Chicken Biryani (Steamed Yellow and White Rice with 
Chicken), Kohia (Stewed Meatballs), Shiesh Kabab (Griled Barbecue Beef), Сага! Chicken (Chicken | 
Casserole). Qormah (Fragrant Meal) includes Sourcing of Halal ingredients. By Halal Teacher. P900. | 
Coffee Basic 101 [Barista Course); Aug. 26 (Sal) 2 - 6 p.m. Coverage: Сойге history, coffee process. 
‘Trouble shooting, сойев blend, machine know-how-proper grinding. Techniques lo perfec froth, Actual. 
preparation of popular Но! Coffee Concoction: Espresso doppio, Cappuccino, Latte. Macchiatio; Cold 
Colles Concoction: Millennium Kahlua, Milano mocca & Mocca spin. Suawbeiry Spin. P1,000. 
|CERTIFICATE COURSES WITH WORKSHOP (Limited enrollment, pre-registration required) 
‘Basic Culinary: Aug. 1-4 1 15-18 (T-F) 1:30 - 6:30 p.m. Proper hygiene, Sanitation & safety; nutrition 
& nuiritonal cooking; proper mis-en-place of mirepokx, stocks, soups, sauces, marinades, use of herbs 
& Spices combinations, proper purchasing, storage, techniques of disjoining & boning poulry,fileting 
fish & meat fabrication. With acival preparation of dishes Irom appetizer, salad, eggs, pasta, seafoods, 
poulry & meals, dessert including gamishing for piate presentation. Free Mix & Malch cookbook. PS 000. 
Fan is of Bakery I ‘Aug. 8-11122-25 (I-F) 2- 6 p.m. Baking techniques applicable 
to the use of various ready mixes, yeast breads, quick breads, pies, cookies & cakes. P4,000. 


Free Baking Demo: Aug. 25 (Friday) 4-5 p.m. Baking Business Product application with Maya Mixes, 
|| Sisckiorest Carrot Сако, Butterscotch Cookies and Wiaffedog, Includes lecture on Sales & Prof 
Analysis. Pre-regisiratin required. (Present 3 empty packages of any Maya Holcake or Cake Mixes) 


For inquiries, visit the Maya Kitchen (Tues thru Sat) at 8th floor, Liberty Building, 
A. Arnaiz Ave. (Pasay Road), Makati City or call tel. 892-1185 or 892-5011 loc. 108; 
or e-mail us at mkitchen@ultimate.info.com.ph 
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WORLD 
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cond surprises 
стой kids who wl join 
the Ant Bully 
Ай Contest. 
Catch the movie 
cand have а blast. 


Ant Bully 


Loida T. 


Yes, Loida, Ido! She is Ms Luz Ocampo, who 
started her hobby at age five. The skill was 
taught and passed on to her by her mother. Not 
only does Ms Ocampo make pretty pastillas 
wrappers but she also carves intricate designs. 

on dayap, suha, kundol 
and santol, all of which 
are bottled and pre- 
served in syrup. They 
make beautiful pre- 
sents to give away for a 
party! She is even a na- 
tional artist for the arts 
for hand-cut pastillas 
paper and fruit carving. 

T had the chance to 
sitdown and watch her 
work and my biggest 
fear is that the craft 
might soon see its end. 
According to her, none of her grandchildren 
took after her, except one who shows a slight in- 
terest but not all that much. We must all work to 
preserve these age-old crafts. Its a pity to enjoy 
their beauty from mere pages of a book or from 
images imprinted in our memories. 

‘You must give her a couple of weeks for per- 
sonalized wrappers. That is, with your name 
and motif on it. You can even specify the length 
of the tail you want though the price varies, I 
think. 

Minimum order is 100 pieces. You can just 
order the pastillas paper which is P350 for 100 
pieces and P300 for 100 pieces of pastillas. 

We served the pastillas as part of the dessert 
buffet during my sister Vicky's wedding in the 
United States and everyone loved them! Catch 
is you pick them up in Bulacan! Call (044) 
7915657. 

The bottled dayap, if I remember right, I 
bought for P300. For regular hand-cut wrap- 
pers, not personalized, сай Bulacan 
Sweets—7417599. They are P15 apiece, with 
pastillas. 


Ed 
Wolly 
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LOSE 16 INCHES Bs 
AND ALL YOUR CELLULITES WITH 6555 


BODY METRICS!!! IS 


BUY {MONTH с, 


ЕТИ MONTH 22 =, 
FRE BI eues em S of 


sam TODAY 


on Fitness & Aerobics Programmes, 
NO JOINING FEES! 


CREDIT CARD OPTIONS AT 0%. 
MEDICAL SUPERVISION AT ALL CENTERS. 


Reggie Asp. 


[SAVE TODAY. 
BUY 15 TREATMENTS 
СЕТ 5 FREE! _. 
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BobY FORMER 
Lose 1,000 calories 
wh you relax. 


PERMANENT LASER. 
HAIR REMOVAL. 
At the lowest price 
in the Рпрп. 


Furnishing my kitchen seems exciting. 1 
am thinking of filling up my spice rack since I 
just moved to my new house. What herbs 
and spices must I buy? 


Cel Chan 


Introducing ЕмроЅім 


Congratulations! Indeed, furnishing your 

kitchen is fun. My first question, though, is do 

you realy cook? Or is it pong porma? Pang ef- 
et? 

If you want pang porma, just buy the regular 
spices at the grocery stores and get those nice 
fancy spice bottles 1 once saw їп Gourdo's, 
Cooks Exchange. Or was it Rustan's? 

If you're a serious cook, you might want to 
look into this new place that sells spices, spices, 
spices. The cook's dilemma is where to get them 
all. Fortunately, places have been sprouting all 
‘around town to cater to this discriminating set 
of culinary enthusiasts. One such place is Spices 


OCAMPO'S obra: Intricately carved fruit and 
hand-cut pastillas paper 


LIFETIN 


NO WENT 


FITNESS 
& SKIN 
HOTLINE 


CALL US 


.slimmersworld.com.ph. 
inquireGslimmersworld.com.ph 


SKIN CENTER HOTLINI 


ALL'THE LATEST = 


Eie AEROBICS! 


PERSONAL TRAINING 
FREE TRIAL! 


IP. 0% INTE 
3! NO JOINING 
LERS TODAY. 


ALABANG Gemma/Wendy 809-0396 
BINONDO Thelma/Jannah 242-1312 
CALOOCAN Roda/Olive 365-7653 
CEBU Juna/Anne (032)231-3254 
GREENHILLS Anna 726-6505 
LEGASPI VILL. Lani/Jonah 893-8935 
MALATE Daisy/Mhaye 536-0619 


FEE 


‘An effective way of shaping your body and reducing the 
appearance of cellulite. The gentle suction combined 
with the action of the motorized rollers lift and roll the 
skin, thereby stimulating the venous and lymphatic 
systems. As a result, toxins and abnormal fluid 
retention is eliminated from the body 


Diamond Uitrapeel is Skin Resurfacing 
Resurfacing is a wonderful alternative to laser or 
Chanicsl posis because tia mos ivusiva, nou urgical 
requires no down time after treatment. 
* Sun damaged skin 
2 Age spots 
= Reduction of early aging fine lines 
Blending of cosmetic surgery or laser treatments 
Reduction of acne scarring 
Daracion of blackheads and whtcheads 
nor scar revision 
" lyperpigmentaton reducer 


Tpetlatest technology 
Sh 


[ 


e opt res enr don na 


536-3333 MOBILE 091 -SLIMMERS (75466377) 


MEGAMALL Ruby/Krishna 631-3869 
PASAY RD Cher/Maan/Val 887-1335 
Pasay Rd cellphone 09178515920 
PASIG Dino/Jiggs 681-5333 

SM NORTH Mitch 929-5429 

SUBIC Beth/Precy (047)252-6514 
TRAFALGAR Emily 814-0138 


ALABANG 7750587/09183912510 BINONDO 2420728/09178224399 CALOOCAN 3657653 GREENHILLS 7261526/09194986196 


MALATE 5259891/09213173415 MEGAMALL 6377543/09162479753 РАЅАҮ RD.8873530/09156893088 PASIG 6473816/09275341314 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 
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BABY BLUES. BY JERRY SCOTT 
а j gw WI 
BABY HAMMIE, How MANY 22184 
BLUES TIMES HAVE T TOLD AT THAILAND E TNU- 
Proverb You To PUT THE 
nouo TOILET SEAT UP. 
Look out for BEFORE YOU Go”? 
number one. 


E wos 


A BASTA" NAGPAPA-PAYAT 
PR кат AYOKONG KUMAN 
кей MAY PAGKAIN, AYAW, 
трим... 


ен com - pente 


ATOMO AND WEBOY BY LYRAGARCELLANO. 


[ive teaeneo m Yco Now, r must 
Lessen: one SHULD | Go our THeRe КЕ = eun 
Not РОТ SERANGE- AND Live my Life | | WiLL HAVE A ean ү ONLY TIME 
THINGS ON ONE'S HEAD | in sogRow. DousHNUT: ON AN ем POLITICIANS 
Lest оме Losef one's StoMACH $ алк 8 
WHEN THEY 
ACCUSE 
EACH 
OTHER 


Gut ERSE т It isn’t боор 


MIKROKOSMOS BYJOMIKE TEJIDO 


MR 4 SANG-AYON KA ВА KAHIT PWEDE KAHIT PWEDE kane PAABOT NEA 
ег EXTRANG К EXTRANG E EN 
eee copie: Буз СЕЛЕ A DATS 
но KASI SUNG AKIN рибо NA HO KASEY, жы MATIPUNO, MATAPANG, 
pee це HINDI. NANI 


UNNATAEA- MAREA Aa SA 


ACROSS ers. You know how to delegate and arrange work schedules. You quicky 
1 Not what you р see the big picture, and you have an orderly mind. (Пи в why you dont 

thunk hesitate ї act) Belore the age of 30, youre flamboyant. Aher age 30, 
5 Elec, units ou focus more on your organizational skis. A pleasant, social year 
8 Window awaits you. Enoy! 

sections Birthdate ot: Alex Rodriguez, shortstop: Betty Thomas, director/actress, 
14 Helper Jerry Van Dyke, actor. 
15 Cafe au _ ARIES (March 21 to LIBRA (Sept. 23 to 
16 Mob meias April 19}: Doni be ба. 22р Secrets 
dor Coe NT 
18 Start of Kim coworkers. today day. You could leam 

Hubbard advice Your determinaton something very inter- 
20 Asparagus unit and energy 10 get things done esting about someone. (Possibly, 
22 Stable staple odd put somebody else's nose the secrets are about you!) 


шү cat eI я 
24 Баз? гаме — 23 to 
28 bared TAURUS (Apri 20 to @ foe 21): A door 


Kniovel May 20): Your cre- son wih a female 
29 Pitiful ative juices are Now- пела wall be memo- 
depictions ing! This is a good rabie today. You both 


ау to make vacation fed passionately about some- 
35 v "pu plans. It's also.a great day to make thing. Don't try to win an argu- 

эе а! ihe first move if you have а crush ment. Look for 2 meeting of the 
M NOR Ep оп someone. (Somebody's gota minds. 


39 Sea fliers = SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
41 Before now GEMINI (May 21 to 22 to Der. 21): A 
43 Toledo's lake June 20}: You have boss, parent or teach 
44 Old By Alan P. Olschwang. lets ot energy o reor- er wil be very clear 


MacDonald's Huntington Beach, CA ganizethingsat home ~" — about what he or she 
тап {Say Taye pcs warts today tercii Oute 
ав Sih peers а Run onthe up. Get a tater en of wal you May yoow respond co 
peice Ко Om and wa you wart ge nd yee ИТА 2 
SS Rosie о Mattotof fect St (Sack magazines and тат. CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
Supreme Court 10 River isle p ырс tad АА to Jan. 19): 15 OK to 


L—— LJ 
51 Hand-me-down 11 Baseball CANCER (June 21 to be enthusiastic about iffici 
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LIFESTYLE 


ear's Chicken 


HANGZHOUNESE cuisine reflects a passion for good food and appeals to people with 


discerning taste, as exempli 


Wrap artist. «e 


and Flavors, where one who is in search of spice 
‘would feel she/he has found nirvana! 

Tor starters, their shelves are stacked with 
Gourmet 4 Pepper Blend, Crystallized Ginger, 
Herby Seasoning, Mama Garlic Seasoning, 
Lemon Peel Granules, Veggie Pepper, Lemon 
Pepper, All Seasons Salt, All Natural Sea Salt 
Coarse and Fine, Braggs Liquid Aminos. They 
also have olives in every conceivable variant, or- 
‘ganic spices and flavorings, plus a grand assort- 
‘ment of teas. So, for those who like sugar and 
spice, this place is nice! (RR-7 Phase 1B, Street 
Market, Market! Market!, Fort Bonifacio Global 
City, Taguig) 

‘What to buy? My suggestion is buy what you 
need. Only get those that you use often, as 
herbs and some spices (especially those that are 
ground) have quite a short shelf ife and are best 
р to six months at most, especially after they 
have been opened. 


Т ат a public school teacher thinking of 
ways to augment my income. Please teach 
me to make suman. It will be a great help for 
те, especially for my monthly expenses! 
MsS. Lopez 


May this recipe be a source of your millions, 
Ms Lopez! All the best to you! 


Suman 

2 c glutinous rice, local or Thai. (Unfortu- 
nately, 1 like the Thai better. It keeps its shape 
and I find the bite berter—Arranque Market or 
Lolita’s at Farmer's) 

l'écwater 

4tbspsugar, optional 

Yarspsalt 

1tbsplye 

Wash rice well and drain. Add lye and mix 
well. Put rice, salt and water in a saucepan. Cov- 
er and bring to a boil and lower heat. 

Cook until water is absorbed. Add sugar and 
mix well, hen wrap in banana leaves. 

Steam for 20 minutes. Serve with fresh man- 
goes, grated coconut and sugar or this sauce. 


Suman sauce 

1 cdark brown sugar 

Mac coconut milk, Ist extraction 

Ya c coconut milk, second extraction 

% c glutinous rice flour 

Combine ingredients in a saucepan. Bring to 
aboil. 

On to new discoveries. For all you brazo 
lovers, this is a mustary: Frozen Brazo, also 
known as Brazo Mantecado, a brazo concoction 
made out of gooey, chewy “yema,” layered with 
ice cream, topped with meringue on a graham 
crust! Yummy! Call Dimpy Camara (tels. 
8178099, 8133477). For the conventional bra- 
20, I still think Ms Vargas’ is the best! Call 
8107529. 

My new class schedules are out. Please call 
9289296 or 6335162 for details. 


Email the author at raspiras@inguir- 
,ercom ph 


sd by its most popular dish, Beggar’s Chicken. 


DISCOVER THE 30 WAYS TO ENJOY 
oysters at the new Oyster & Oysters 
restaurant at Westgate Alabang. You can. 
have the traditional Steamed Oysters with 
lemon, Kilawing Talaba, Oysters with 
Pesto, Oyster Rockefeller, 
Boursin Oysters, Grilled 
Oyster Wasabi, Spinach 
and Four Cheese Oysters. 
The oysters are flown daily from lloilo to 
ensure freshness. Open dally from 11 
a.m.-2 a.m., Oyster & Oysters is at West- 
gate Alabang, Filinvest Corporate City, Al 
abang, Muntinlupa City. Visit www.west- 
gatefilinvest.com or сай 8503516. 


SAISAKI offers Bento Meals for only 
P295. The Japanese complete meal in- 
cludes а rice, miso soup, sushi and sashi- 
mi, noodles and a choice of main dish: 
ebi (shrimp) tempura; Saisaki Steak, 
sukiyaki, shake (salmon), tonkatsu 


NEW ORLEANS IN MANILA 


‘GUMBO, a restaurant specializing in New Orleans dishes, has 
‘opened at the Mall of Asia. Owned by Well-Loved Seafood Harvest 
Inc., the opening was attended by celebrities like Janice de Belen and 
kids, Cj Muere and other Starstruck regulars, Alvin Patrimonio and 
Philippine Basketball Association players. Ms Philippines Earth 2006 
winners assisted Gumbo's managing director Albert Alavera and 
board chair Tita Rodriguez in cutting the ribbon. Gumbo, open 11 
a.m.-2a.m. daily, is at the 2/L, Music Hall. Call 556023839. 


for royalty 


HE CUISINE OF HANGZHOU, 

| China's City of Gourmet Food, will be 

featured Aug. 7-27 at Xin Tian Di Chi- 

mese Restaurant of Crowne Plaza Galleria 
Manila, 

Chef Harry Su of Holiday Inn Hangzhou is 
featured during е three-week 
Hangzhounese Food Festival. Hangzhou is an 
important tourist destination for its natural 
beauty and distinctive cuisine, among others. 

The most popular and storied 
Hangzhounese dish, Beggar's Chicken, will be 
on chef Su's a la carte lunch and dinner 
menus. Also on the menu are stir-fried 
shrimps with lung ching tea leaves, West Lake 
sweet-and-sour fish and Braised Garoupa 
with fresh lotus root, to name a few. 

Shanda Lim, a Chinese singer/theater 
artist will entertain guests with genuine Chi- 
nese musical arrangements Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday. 

Call 6337222 or e-mail mnlep@ichotels- 
group.com. Crowne Plaza Galleria Manila, 
the newest luxury hotel in Ortigas District, i 
at the corner of Ortigas and ADB Avenues, di 
rectly adjacent to Robinson's Shopping Mall. 
Itis a member of the InterContinental Hotels 
Group. 

Xin Tian Di Chinese Restaurant shares the 
following recipe with our readers. 


Beggar’s Chicken 

1 whole chicken 

Sesame oil 

Dark soy sauce 

lispsugar 

Stuffing: 

100 g ground pork 

100 g dried mushroom 

gonions 

10g cooking wine 

10 gsoy sauce 

100 g ginger 

Shell: 

3-5 pes lotus leaves (for wrapping) 

Aluminum foil 

500g flour. 

4 pes eggs 

Seasoning 

1. Rub marinade of equal parts sesame oil 
and soy sauce, plus 1 tsp sugar, all over the 
chicken, including the cavity. Leave for at 
Teast an hour to allow the chicken to absorb 


DINING OUT 


BURGOO has opened 


at the second level of 
Mall of Asia. It offers 


Arrabiata, Ultimate 
‘Steak and Seafood 
Combo, Extra 
‘Supreme Nachos. 
Burgoois open daily, 
112 m-2am. Сай 
9277424, 8981815 to 
17, 6875254, 
7263578, 9127939 or 
5560091. 


учет ARE 


PRAWNS with Lung 
Ching Tea Leaves 


GUEST chef Harry 
Su of Holiday Inn 
Hangzhou. 


the flavor. 

2. Mince the mushrooms and onions. М 
with ground pork, cooking wine, soy sauce 
and chopped ginger. 

3. In a heated pan, stir-fry the stuffing in. 
gredients for 2-3 minutes. Fill up the chicken 
cavity with the mixture. 

4. Wrap the stuffed chicken in cleaned lotus 
leaves and aluminum foil. 

5. In another bowl, beat the eggs and the 
flour to form dough. Cover the wrapped 
chicken with the dough. 

6. Place the chicken on a shallow roasting 
pan in a preheated SSO'T oven and bake for 
two hours. 

7. Crack the “bread” shell and carefully cut 
open the lotus leaves and foil. Serve immedi- 
ately while steaming hot. 


ith oysters 


CHINESE singer 
Shanda Lim 


TIA MARIA'S 
Buffalo Wings, 
chicken wings 
coated witha 
signature spicy 
sauceand 
served baked 
or fried with 
ranch dressing. 
The dish comes 
with fries and 
vegetables. 


DINING OUT 


(fried pork), yakitori (grilled chicken), 
kani (crabstick), bacon and beef teriyaki. 
The Saisaki Bento Box is available in all 
Багай branches: SM Megamall, Glorietta 
3, Alabang Towncenter, Edsa, West Av- 
enue, and Padre Раша. 
Call 5323004 or 5317292. 


HYATT Hotel and Casino's 
LiLi offers the Tiger Grouper delicacy un- 
til Aug. 11. As an additional treat, a group 
of six or more diners will get a bottle of Li 
L's special XO sauce from chef Choi. Сай 
2451234, 


HYATT Regency Manila's Tempura Mis- 
опо presents real Nippon noodles Aug. 5- 
19. Call 8331234 loc. 81423. 

MANDARIN Oriental's Tin Hau presents 


"A Gastronomic Rendezvous with Large, 
Live Shelifish,” Aug. 4-17. Available daily 


Association 
* Philippines (FCAP) re- 
cently held “Taste of 
Manila '06—Food in 
Art, Art in Food." 
The opening 
was held at Tiendesitas, Pasig 
with Steve Tamayo, 
Boyet Versoza, Nina Marasi- 
gan, Al Navarro, Baby Hizon, 
engineer Alex del Rosario, Ir- 
ma San Miguel and Danny 
Jacinto as hosts. 
Former First Lady Ameli- 


ырш 


City, 


ina special a la carte menu for lunch and 
dinner, dishes include Oysters with 
Strawberry Champagne Sauce, Green 
‘Mussels with Caviar in tomato sauce, 
Steamed Baby Lobster with Mooi Choy 
and red-wine sauce, Steamed Sea Clam 
with Dried Orange Skin in Black Bean 
Paste, Steamed Coconut Crab with Chi- 
nese Herbal and Shao Shing wine, and 
Flambéed Giant Tiger Prawn in Spicy 
Beancurd Sauce, Call 7508888 loc, 2422 
and 2424, 


TEAK Bistro in Power Plant Mall offers 
Jacky's Favorite, a mixed green salad 
with pesto sauce over ripe mango and 
shrimp with fresh chopped tomatoes 
and sliced green olives, for P380. The 
restaurant also offers bar chow items, 
‘soups, pasta, pizza, main courses 
(chicken, beef and seafood) and 
desserts. 


of the 


nalist 


Villavicencio. 
ceremony 


marks. 


ta Ramos led the ribbon- 
cutting rites. She was as- 
sisted by Marikina Vice 
Mayor Marion Andres, jour- 
Deedee Siytangco 
and food columnist Boysie 


Actor John Arcilla was 
master of ceremonies. The 
Marikina Dance Guild pre- 
sented some dance numbers. 
FCAP president Irma San 
Miguel gave the welcome re- 


The exhibit area show- 
cased not just special dish- 
es, but also artistic table 


BAMBOO Lounge, a new Asian-themed 
fine-dining restaurant, offers Calamansi 
Passion Mint Slush. It also serves Chick- 
en Basil with Garlic Sauce, Bamboo Bone- 
less Fried Chicken, Stir-fry Broccoli Flow- 
er with Tofu in Garlic, Fish Fillet Curry in 
Hot Pot. The Bamboo Lounge is at the 
2/L, DLA Building, Justicia Drive, be- 
tween MC Home Depot and Price Smart, 
Call 8159536. 


DENCIO'S is offering "Merienda Spe- 
cials," combos for only P79. Pair your fa- 
vorite Pancit Dencio's with lumpiang 
shanghai, pork barbecue, or tokwa t 
baboy; or have a full plate of the special 
Pancit Dencio's or Turon de Sorbets. All 
‘combos are served with Iced Tea or 
Lemonade. Promo runs 2-8 p.m. until 
Sept. 15. Visit www.dencios.biz. Soon to 
‘open are Dencio's branches at Robinsons 
Dasmariñas and Robinsons Starmill 


Caterers hold 2-day food fair 


THE FOOD CATERERS 


presentation and catering 
setups. 

Opening day was capped 
by various cooking demon- 
strations and a bridal show 
by designer Edwin Uy. 

“A Catered Affair" focused 
on the creation of the perfect 
ambiance for any occasion. 
Participants were FCAP mem- 
bers, photographers, design- 
ers. 

The Food Caterer’s Associ- 
ation of the Philippines truly 
stimulated everyone's imagi- 
nation with their own art of 
catering. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


LIFESTYLE 


Don’t forget to bring home some ‘roscas’ 


A NEPHEW ONCE WROTE ABOUT THE 
cooking of roscas, a specialty cookie of 
his grandparents’ hometown of Barugo 
inleye. | 

The late writer Doreen Gamboa Fean- 
dez told me the essay was printed in an En- 
glish workbook of the Ateneo High School. 
Asearch proved futile, however. The work- 
book is no longer used. Author DJ de los 
Reyes, SJ, has по copy of both book and es- 
зау. This just reinforces for me a computer 
usage rule—backup, backup, backup! 


Over and over 

Backup, in the bakery world, is merely 
baking cookies over and over. It preserves 
the recipes for generations and seems to 
‘make good business also for generations. 

‘Among the oldest is the Panaderia de 
Molo in Iloilo. For over a century, it has 
churned out a collection of cookies sold for 
а long time in rounded tin cans and, later, 
also in carton boxes. 

Its most famous biscuit is the hojaldres 
that comes in very fine and crisp swirls, 
There are the thin galletas, the crisp bisco- 
cho principe, the sliced smaller version of 
the biscocho called kinihad, the rounded 
rosquetas, the long milky broas, the white- 
topped bañadas and the kinomoncil, so 
called because it is shaped like the ka- 
machile fruit. 

El Ideal (pronounced as “el eedjal," said 
an old timer) in Silay City, Negros Occiden- 
tal, also has a cabinet full of cookies. Many 
are similar to those offered at the Panade- 
ria de Molo, not surprising because the two 
provinces are cousins. 


COUNTRY 
COOKING 


Micky Fenix А 


Slipper cookies 

In Cebu, you hear the name Shamrock 
and you equate it right away with the otap. 
In Bato, Leyte, there is Ada's galletas and in 
Maasin, Southern Leyte, there's Lilith's sal- 
varo, longish sweetish galletas that people 
there call tsinelas. 

There is no big-name bakery that does 
the roscas in either Carigara or Barugo, the 
two places in Leyte where the roscas are 
being baked. So, when these are sold in 
Tacloban, there is no brand name on the 
big plastic container Small bakeries in both 
towns do the cookies, some daily, others 
only on special occasions or when some- 
опе orders them to give as gifts or to bring 
back to wherever a balikbayan resides. 

But what are roscas? 

The nearest I can equate them to is basic 
butter cookie with a bit of anise flavor. The 
shape distinguishes the cookie. It looks like 
a chicken leg, that's why my father dubbed 
it"hita-hita.” 

After the ingredients are mixed together 
(minasa) to a consistency the baker deems 
perfect, the dough is shaped on the baking 
pan like two connected chicken legs. After 
baking in a wood-fed oven, the pan is 
brought out then each piece is cut at the 


middle ina sianted angle. 

Tris the other saltier version of the roscas 
ihat I prefer. Called de сайа, it has a differ- 
ent shape. It’s molded into a half oval. But 
that isn its final look. After being baked to 
almost well done, it is halved then its inner 
рап scooped out leaving the outer part 
shaped like a crescent. Then everything is 
returned to the oven for toasting. 

Before packing, both outer and inner 
parts are brought together again. 

For kids and livestock 

My first experience with rascas and de 
сайа was a week after my wedding when I 
was asked to feed my newly acquired 
nephews and nieces those cookies. As soon 
as 1 visited the hometown, those cookies 
were brought out again, this time to feed 
backyard animals like chickens and pigs. 

1 did as I was asked, not wanting to 
anger whatever gods were being ap- 
peased. 

There are cookies that are used for cer- 
tain rituals. One of these is the pan San 
Nicolas. Its a shortbread that has the im- 
age of San Nicolas de Tolentino stamped 
on it and was once baked only during the 
feast ofthe saint in September. The cookies 
are brought to the church and blessed then 
given to children, especially those who are 
sick. 

Watching how the roscas and de сайа 
were done was not the first time 1 wit- 
nessed cookies being processed in an old- 
fashioned bakery. 

Some years back, on a visit to Воһоїз 
Panglao Island, my host brought me to see 


ү 
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DOUGH being formed into Roscas cookies before baking 


broas or ladyfinger being done. It was in 
the time of brownouts. The small bakery 
already had an improvised mixer for the 
batter, nothing more than a motorized 
stick that swirled the batter around in а 
pail. Because there was no electricity the 
staff resorted to mixing again by hand. But 
the oven was still wood-fed. 

What was new to me was that the broas 
were being toasted on embers. The cookies 
were laid on a grill made of coconut 
midribs. The tree of life indeed has many 
uses. 

In the northern part of the country, the 
broas is associated with Quezon cooking, 


particularly Lucban. Like most cookies, 
these are what one usually brings home to 
remind them of places visited. 

That reminds me of a sign in Goa, India. 
1t said, "Don't forget to bring home some 
bebinca." Oh, yes, India also has йв bibing- 
ka. Butthat’s another story. 

Maybe we should put up a sign in all 
towns advertising its specialty the same 
‘way. The one in Barugo can read: "Don't 
forget to bring home some roscas and de 
йа” 


Email author at pinoyfood04@ya- 
hhoo.com 


Zanta for women 
Wwwilacoste com 


un peu d'air sur terre 


= 


LACOSTE 


< Shangri-la Plaza Mall, Tel. No. 635-0744 * Glorietta 3, Tel. No. 867-4077 • Robinsons Place Manila, Tel. No. 522-7778 
* The Podium, Tel. No. 633-8226 * The Gateway Mall, Tel. No. 912-5726 * Robinsons Galleria, Tel. No. 638-8020 • The Power Plant Mall, Tel. No. 898-0933 
* SM Mall of Asia, Tel. No. 556-0479 • SM City Davao, Tel. No. (082) 297-2510 + Ayala Center Cebu, Tel. No. (032) 232-5455 


Fancy 
Pinoy 
dishes 


THE REGGIE ASPI- 
ras School of Culi- 
nary Arts will con- 
duct the following 
classes: 

July 28—My Fancy 
Pinoy Creations (ail 
new)—Sugar Brined 
Pork Belly with 
Kamote and Pre 
served Kalamansi, 
Lechon Kawalistyle 
Duck with Ginger 
Chutney, Lengua con 
Saba, Kamote Cue 
Pot Roast, Kalamansi 
Chicken ` Barbecue; 
side dishes; dessert 

July 31—Flan (all 
new)—Savory. Ap- 
ple Flan with Foie 
Gras, Vegetable Flan 
with Scallop Salad, 
Onion Flan with Veal 
Schnitzels and Bacon 
Potato Salad. Sweet: 
Flan Cake, Flan De 
Queso, Vanilla 
Espresso 

Aug. 2—Ube (all 
new)—Cream of Ube 
and Bacon Soup, Ube 
Chicken Roast with 
Ube Rice, Ше 
Stuffed Roast Turkey 
with Ube Gnocchi, 
Roasted Lamb with 
Ube Mash, Ube Flan. 
Bonus: Ubeng Jaleya, 
two kinds 

For complete 
schedule and in- 
quiries, call 
9289296, 9273008, 
6335162. 


New 
snack 


GET A TASTE OF 
the new Hunt's Snack 
Pack July 28-30 at 
Waltermart Makati, 
Hi-Top Quezon Av- 
enue and Cherry 
Foodarama Congres- 
sional road. 

Hunt's Snack Pack 
is a tasty pudding 
made from real non: 
fat milk, making it a 
healthier snack than 
chips or candies for 
the whole family. 

Ithasa higher milk 
content than yogurt 
and comes in Swirls 
Caramel, Milk 
Chocolate, — Choco 
Marshmallow, 
Chocolate, ` Choco 
Fudge. 7 Fatfree 
(Choco Fat-Free) and 
no-sugar varieties 
arealso available. 

Hunt's Snack Pack 
is also available in 
single-serve cups that, 
‘come with a spoon. 


